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These Considerations 


HAT A SPECTACLE it will be. Did you get outside to see 

it? Now, it is before. When you read this, it is probably 

after—ever a problem when writing this page. I refer to the 

five classical planets, with the >, all in a row up in the eve- 

ning sky hovering in the twilight, a striking assembly that 

will not be equaled again until September 2040, We've had several tight 

planetary groupings in recent years, but none similarly visible to the na- 

ked eye since the February 1940 harbinger of Dunkirk, the fall of France 

and the Battle of Britain. Wait until the © has set, then look just above 

where you last saw it to view our true gods: will hang lowest, with daz- 

zling 2 and dim orange o” just above, then a bit higher there’Il be yellow 

%, and appropriately on top will be \, bright in his exaltation. The 

nightly show lasts just a month, beginning when separates itself from 

the blinding sunbeams in mid April and continuing until it again retires 

USB on 16" May, with 14" May presenting what is likely to be the 

grandest sight of all, as the sickle ) moves along the line and occults 2, o* and 

%, one by one. This may be a warning of trouble ahead, but for now let’s enjoy 
the view. May your eyes be sharp and the sky cloud free. 

Some deep, stimulating reading this issue. Combine John Frawley’s 


That other axis of power, 4 P, is still very much a presence in current 
charts. This mortifying pair head for a final vitriolic exchange soon after the 
i s visual extravaganza. But this time there are several 


nual resurrection. How good it is to see a green world again. In every tuft of 
grass, in every bird, in every opening bud and petal, Life is celebrating its re- 


might, we’re still here and we expect to stay. Enjoy! 


' My prior statement that Patrice’s Manifesto was complete was obviously in error. 
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The Johnstown Flood 
& the Elusive Crescent Moon 


KEN GILLMAN 


N 31 MAY 1889 the town of Johnstown, Pennsylvania was 
devastated by the worst flood in the nation’s history. Over 2,200 
died that chilly, wet afternoon when, at 4:07 pm, the dam con- 
taining the 3-mile long Lake Conemaugh, fourteen miles up a 
narrow valley and 450 feet higher than the town, broke and sent 20- 
million tons of water crashing down on the steel company town. “Boiling 
with huge chunks of debris, the wall of flood water grew at times to 60 
feet high, tearing downhill at 40 miles per hour, leveling everything in its 
path.” 


Figure 1: Johnstown, Pennsylvania Flood 
4:07 pm 31 May 1889; 40N20, 78W55 


The © has arrived at the midpoint of o and P, where it is besieged by 
this brutal pair, while B is closely sextile the MC, but this apart the chart 
does not appear to illustrate the dramatic events that occurred at this time 
and place. The next aspect the elevated & ) makes, a sextile to the 
equally strong Ascendant ruler, 2, is not at all what one might expect for 


' The New York Times, | June 1889 
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such a disaster. We need to backtrack, using a basic set of charts, to bet- 
ter understand why this disaster occurred where and when it did. 

The prior eclipse was the lunar one of 17 January 1889, see Fig. 2. At 
Johnstown the eclipsed & ) is close to the Midheaven and f is at the 
Ascendant from where it squares the nodes—X 0 ©/) angular, a highly 
publicized breakup. While the eclipsed ) would have been ¢ MC at all 
locations up and down the same geographic longitude, it is only at the 
geographic latitude of 41N or north thereof that \K is simultaneously so 
near the Ascendant. As in Figure 1, at the time of this eclipse there is an 
exact sextile from the 8" house to the MC, this time by the retrograde ¥. 


Figure 2: Prior Lunar Eclipse 
00:36:20 am EST, 17 January 1889 
Johnstown, PA: 40N20, 78W55 


As I described in several articles last year in Considerations, in Baby- 
lonian times the nature of the coming year was predicted from the ap- 
pearance of the sky at the time of the first sighting of the new ) in the 
sky following the vernal equinox. While knowledge of this approach 
appears to have been lost for most of the past two millennia, its recent 
rediscovery by Rumen Kolevy has opened new opportunities for mundane 
astrologers. 

The initial lunar crescent of 1889 would have become visible at 
Johnstown at about 6:59 pm on | April, at which time the © had an alti- 


Considerations XVII: 2 


tude of 4°16”, see Fig. 3. The chart for this moment is an exceedingly 
difficult one. The ) is applying to conjunct a detrimented o’. In any chart 
the nature and strength of the planet to which the ) first applies tells us 
much about the general direction the life or subsequent events will take. 
A badly placed o enjoys violence and slaughter, and here o’ is also the 
dispositor of the ©. The © is applying to trine a retrograde, soon to sta- 
tion, » in the sign of its detriment—* is related to all forms of constric- 
tion, which includes dams, and its weakness in 2, together with its slow 
retrograde motion to its station, can be associated with shoddy condition 
of the dam.* Retrograde f is at the Ascendant, about to rise up over the 
eastern horizon—conditions are unstable, something sudden and totally 
unexpected is in the offing. 


roel 19° B 4a" 


Figure 3: First Lunar Crescent of 1889 
6:59 PM EST, | April 1889; 40N20, 78W55 


? See my later explanation how to calculate the timing of these new crescent 
charts. 

* Most survivors laid the blame for the dam’s failure squarely at the feet of the 
members of the South Fork Fishing and Hunting Club. They had bought the 
abandoned reservoir, repaired the old dam, raised the lake level, and then built 
cottages and a clubhouse in their secretive retreat in the mountains. Members 
were wealthy steel and coal industrialists, including Andrew Carnegie and An- 
drew Mellon. There is no question about the shoddy condition of the dam, but 
no successful lawsuits were brought against club members for its failure and the 
resulting deaths downstream. 
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The Ascendant-ruler 2 is ¢ % by antiscion, with both 2 and 4 moving 
slowly, their apparent motions decreasing as each approaches its sta- 
tion—the grief and mourning that can be associated with 2 ¢ » is height- 
ened by this slow movement of the two bodies. And the Nodes at the 
MCA/IC indicate events that are unavoidable, that are fated. 


Figure 4: I Lunar Crescent 
7:52 PM EST, 30 May 1889; 40N20, 78W55 


The lunar eclipse of 17" January and the first visible ) on 1" April 
both indicate a possible tragedy in this general area. However, they do 
not specify exactly when this will occur. To identify this, one would cast 
charts for the monthly appearances of each new lunar crescent. 

The third month of the astrological year of 1889, the month of the I 
©, began with the initial appearance in the sky of the new crescent on the 
evening of 30 May, which I calculate to have occurred at approx. 7:52 
PM EST, when the ©’s altitude was -3°09’. The chart for this moment 
is illustrated above at Fig. 4. 

The )’s close applying conjunction to o at the time of the year’s ini- 
tial lunar crescent, Figure 3, had warned of a potential martial threat. 
Now we see o closely opposing the Ascendant. This is a clear indication 
that the coming month is not only a dangerous one, but that it is likely to 
be the time when the threat indicated in Fig. 3 will manifest. In Fig. 4 
there is also a close o" x 4, with the Q at its midpoint. 

Realizing that the timing of the appearance of this crescent can be in 
error by several minutes, it is possible that o is exactly opposing the As- 
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cendant as the May 1889 lunar crescent appears in the evening sky over 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, which means the danger is imminent. We 
must now, therefore, move away from monthly charts to the examination 
of daily ones, those cast for local sunrise. 


Figure 5: Sunrise on 31 May 1889 
4:53 am EST; 40N20, 78W55 


As the © rises over the local Ascendant at Johnstown, Pennsylvania 
on the morning of 31 May, » opposes the Midheaven. This is surely a 
strong enough indicator that events predicted by the prior lunar eclipse 
and year’s initial lunar crescent are likely to manifest on this day. 

Figure 3, the initial appearance of the lunar crescent following the 
Vernal Equinox, with ) ¢ o and X rising at Johnstown, warned of danger 
sometime during the year. 

Figure 4, the appearance of the lunar crescent following the ) ¢ © in 
I, with o& opposing the Ascendant, warned that this danger would occur 
sometime in the following month. 

Finally we have Figure 5, sunrise on 31 May, with » opposing the 
MC, to identify this as the day. The close sextile between » and the 
about-to-rise &” must be interpreted as a paran or mundane square and not 
as a sextile, for both bodies are so close to the angles. » is also at the 
midpoint of o and \X, which combination Ebertin astutely interpreted as 
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“Violence,... violent destruction.”* Here, because of 4’s exact opposi- 
tion to the Midheaven and rulership of the 8" house, this potential for 
violence is greatly increased. 

These annual and monthly lunar crescent charts, and the sunrise one, 
are obviously all appropriate. They combine to identify when this disas- 
ter will occur. However, I confess to failing to understand just why the 
dam burst exactly at the moment that it did on 31 May 1889. T cannot 
explain Figure 1. Perhaps an astute reader will kindly explain this to me. 


N PREVIOUS issues of this magazine’ we have seen some 
spectacular results from charts set for when a new lunar cres- 
cent first becomes visible in the evening sky. At Ypres, Bethle- 
hem, Dunblane, Hiroshima, Mexico City, and now Johnstown 
in appropriate years, these ‘new moon’ charts appear to be effective tools 
the use of which could enable the mundane astrologer to predict the ma- 
jor events that subsequently took place at these locations. This raises an 
obvious question: If these charts are so effective, why is there no men- 
tion of them in our textbooks? Why are they not standard tools within 
any mundane astrologer’s bag of tricks? There appears to be no reference 
to them in medieval literature. Why? 

The short answer is that charts for these important moments were cast 
in the past, in Assyria and Babylon, but we were completely unaware of 
them until the second half of the 19" century, when the original cunei- 
form sources were discovered and a start was made on deciphering them. 
For more than two thousand years, the records of Babylonian and Assyr- 
ian astrology lay buried and forgotten under the sand-covered ruins of 
ancient palaces. 

Ptolemy did not ignore them. His major opus on the calculations of 
planetary positions, the A/magest, culminates in Book XIII with a de- 
tailed explanation of how to calculate the distance a planet must be from 
the © at its first and last visibility. Everything Ptolemy discusses earlier 
in the A/magest is essential for this final computation. It is as if every- 
thing up to this point is needed simply to arrive at these final key calcula- 
tions. 

In his companion book, the Tefrabiblos, in which Ptolemy discusses 
the astrological principles associated with the luminaries, planets and 
stars, he refers specifically to the appearance of the new lunar crescent® 
(see Tetrabiblos |: 8). In II:10, the section entitled ‘Concerning the New 
Moon of the Year’, Ptolemy’s use of the term ‘new moon’ has been un- 
derstood by subsequent astrologers to mean ) ¢ ©, yet this interpretation 


* Reinhold Ebertin. The Combination of Stellar Influences. Trans A. G. Roose- 
dale. Aalen, Germany: Ebertin-Verlag, 1940. p. 148-149. 

* Considerations XVI:1, 2 & 3. 

® Robbins translated this incorrectly as New Moon. 
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is contrary to what a Babylonian astrologer would have meant by the 
same phrase. At the conjunction the ) is invisible unless there is a solar 
eclipse involved, in which case the ) appears as a shadow that crosses 
the face of the ©; obliterating it entirely at a Total Eclipse, partially oth- 
erwise. The ) is not new at the conjunction; it is absent from the sky. 
The ‘new moon’ is the thin lunar sickle that appears in the western sky 
shortly after sunset usually on the evening following the previous day’s 
conjunction. 

The writings of later astrologers, those that have come down to us 
from Greek or Roman times, are usually concerned with natal, electional 
or horary astrology. Other than the Tetrabiblos, we have no classical 
texts that deal with mundane astrology. 

In later times, when astrology was applied to matters of state, the em- 
phasis appears to have been on the ) ¢ ©, especially eclipses, and the 
's annual conjunction with 0° T. Use of the annual and monthly lunar 
nts seems to have been forgotten. 


This may be due to the 
overwhelming genius of 
Ptolemy, who _ inadvertently 
caused astrologers to change 
how they calculated horoscopes. 
Before the appearance of the 
Almagest, astrologers had to 
visually observe where the 
planets were. Tables based on 
the known cycles of the planets 
did exist but they were so prone 
to error that visual confirmation 
of the stated planetary positions 
was essential. 

The Almagest appeared in 
150 AD. It quickly became the 
standard textbook and influ- 
enced all later planetary ephem- 
erides in antiquity and the Middle Ages down to the sixteenth century. 
Ptolemy’s Handy Tables, which are an application of the formulae de- 
rived in the Almages?, were so accurate that astrologers ceased to go out- 
side and look up into the sky to confirm the tabled positions. Subsequent 
improvements by Regiomontanus, Kepler and others down to the pre- 
sent-day computerized JPL-based algorithms have allowed astrological 
maps, charts and horoscopes, their directions, progressions and returns, 
to be calculated by those who frequently do not know the shape the 
moon has in the night sky, if indeed it is visible, and if it is night or day. 
This is all a far cry from Montezuma leaving his bed at sunset, midnight 
and sunrise to scan the sky for astrological portents. 
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We are perhaps close to answering the question of why astrologers 
ceased using the moment of the visual ‘new moon’ as their main mun- 
dane predictive chart as recommended by Ptolemy and as had occurred 
for millennia in Assyria and Babylon. They just forgot. They forgot that 
the ) ¢ © is not a new moon, and they never looked up from their calcu- 
lations and tables to see just what a new moon actually looked like. 

The appearance of the new lunar crescent is important outside astrol- 
ogy. Many ancient and modern calendars are based on the cycle of the 
moon as it revolves around the earth. This is in contrast to the modern 
Gregorian calendar, which is based solely on the © and maintains no 
relationship with the )°s appearance. Besides the Babylonian calendar, 
those of Greek, Maya, Inca, Chinese, Hindu, Jewish and Muslim were all 
based on the ). Each of these began their months at sunset of the evening 
of the sighting of the new lunar crescent. The Jewish and Muslim calen- 
dars continue to do so today. 

One would expect that the influence of the Jewish and Muslim relig- 
ions would have kept the concept of the lunar crescent chart alive. That it 
didn’t may relate to two factors: 

iT The general antagonism in Europe to both Jews and Muslims. 

Christians abused the former, accused them of crucifying Je- 
sus, and the latter were feared as the great enemy of Christen- 
dom, the evil empire across the Mediterranean, against whom a 
succession of Popes organized crusades. In an atmosphere in 
which the choice of which house system to use depended on 
whether the astrologer was a Catholic or Protestant (the Catho- 
lics used Campanus, the Protestants Regiomontanus), how 
likely was it that a Christian astrologer would pay heed to the 
foreign ways of the lunar calendar of the reviled Jews or feared 
Muslims? Europeans rationalized this and regarded the Jewish 
and Muslim ways as antediluvian, based as they were on the ) 
and not, as in the Julian and its Gregorian successor, on the ©. 


2. Eventually of course, during the time of the Renaissance, Euro- 
peans did pay great attention to the literary, astronomical and 
mathematical treasures contained in the Arabian world, when 
they discovered that in conquering Constantinople, the Eastern 
Roman Empire, Egypt, Persia and Greece the Muslims had col- 
lected and translated the writings of Euclid, Plato, Ptolemy, 
etc. Unfortunately, by this time, the political and intellectual 
strength of the Muslims themselves was in decline and they too 
had forgotten much about how to find the new lunar crescent, 
even though their calendar and its festivities, especially the 
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pecially the month of Ramadan’, and the annual pilgrimage to 
the Kaaba in Mecca, required it. They were even uncertain on 
which day they should look to view the new crescent. 


J} HE EARLIEST criterion for finding the lunar crescent’s first 
XZ visibility was established by the Babylonians. They appreciated 
iS that after the ) ¢ ©, the new moon needs to grow to some ex- 

) tent before the crescent can be seen. Based on observational 
data, and widely used by early astrologers, this criterion is more a rule of 
thumb that may be stated as follows: 


ASS 


1. At local sunset, the )’s age must be more than 24 hours—that 
is, from the time of the conjunction to the time of sunset on the 
evening of observation a full period of 24 hours should have 
elapsed. 


2. The arc of separation (the equatorial difference in right ascen- 
sion) between the ) and the © must by greater than 12°—that 
is, the ) should set at least 48 minutes afier sunset. This crite- 
rion subsequently became known as ‘the lag’. 


After the Babylonians, Indian books dating roughly from the year 500 
A.D. are our next known source. In the Surya-Siddharta the 48-minute 
time lag continues to be used and there is also a discussion of how to pre- 
dict the tilting of the )’s horns. In the Pancha Siddhantika of Varaha 
Mihira both the longitude and declination distances between the © and ) 
were used to identify when the new crescent would appear in the sky. 

In the 8" century A.D., Ya’quib ibn Tarig proposed using a time lag 
of 40 minutes and an are of light (the angle between the centers of the O 
and )) of 15°. 

In the 9" century, in his Handbook of Astronomy, Muhammad ibn al- 
Battani (740-840) gave detailed instructions for computing the )’s azi- 
muth when it would be first seen, together with the inclination of the )’s 
horns with respect to the ecliptic’. Muhammed ibn al-Biruni (973- 
1048?), an astrologer whose name will be familiar to many readers, in his 
Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms recommended al-Battani’s method: 


The computation of the appearance of the new crescent is a very long 
and difficult procedure, the demonstration of which requires long cal- 


7 “Begin fast with the sighting of the new moon and break the last fast with the 
sighting of the new moon.” Prophet Muhammad. 

* A translation of the relevant parts of Al-Battani’s instructions are given in 
Bruin, F., “The First Visibility of the Lunar Crescent.” Vistas in Astronomy, 21 
(1977) 331-358. The same paper also contains translations of the appropriate 
parts of the Suya-Siddharta and the Pancha Siddhantika. 
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culations and many tables. What is needed for this one can read in the 
Handbook of Astronomy, written by Muhammad ibn Gabir al-Battani 


Even so, al-Biruni himself derived a simpler method that relates the 
difference between the azimuths of the © and ) to the Arcus Visionis, the 
©’s altitude when the ) is exactly on the horizon. 

Both al-Battani’s complete but complex solution and al-Biruni’s sim- 
plified version then appear to have been forgotten. Compilers of Muslim 
calendars, the months of which commence on the day the new lunar 
crescent if first sighted, reverted to using the ancient Babylonian criteria, 

It was only as recent as 1910 that al-Biruni’s approach was independ- 
ently rediscovered by the British astronomer J. K. Fotheringham’. As 
adjusted by Karl Schoch"”, this is the criterion Rumen Kolev uses in his 
Babylonia software to determine the day that the new crescent will be 
first seen at various locations. 


Table 1: 
Minimum Arcus Visionis for ) to become visible 
for different Azimuth differences between the © & ) 
at moonset, according to Schoch 
Azimuth Arcus Azimuth Arcus 
|_difference Visionis difference Visionis 
0° 10.7° 10° 9.4° 
is 10.7° sli Ot? 
2 10.6° 12° 8.8° 
3° 10.5° 13° 8.4° 
4 10.4° 14° 8.0° 
5 10.3° 15° 7.6° 
6° 10.1° 16° poi 
eg 10,0° 17° 7.0° 
8° 9.8° 18° 6.7° 
a 9.6° 19° 6.3° 


In the Table 1, the Azimuth Difference is the difference between the 
azimuths of the © and ) at the time of moonset at the particular location. 
The Arcus Visionis is the altitude of the © (in absolute values) when 
the ) is exactly on the horizon at moonset. As the © must be below the 


° Fotheringham, J. K., “On the Smallest Visible Phase of the Moon”, Monthly 
Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society, 70 (1910) 527-531 

'° Karl Schoch, Planeten Tafeln fur Jedermann, Berlin-Pankow: Linser Verlag. 
1927, p. 14. 
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horizon for the new crescent to be seen, all of these AV values are obvi- 
ously negatives. 

This means that if the two luminaries share the same azimuth at 
moonset, the © must have an altitude of at least 10.7° in absolute values 
for the crescent to be seen that evening. If the AV is 9.8° the AZ Diff 
needs to be 8° or more. 

Two more recent criteria are: 

In 1979 an official report published by the Royal Greenwich Observa- 
tory, England stated that “it is unlikely that the new crescent will be visi- 
ble unless the elongation exceeds 10° and the altitude of the ) exceeds 5° 
when the depression of the © is 3°” 

Muhammad Tlyas, currently the acknowledged authority on lunar 
visibility, wrote'': “the ) must have an altitude of at least +6° at the time 
of sunset”. In the same paper, he also provides a table of lag times that 
vary by geographic latitude. Ilyas states that these lags, the difference in 
time from sunset to moonset at the particular location, are minimum for 
the new crescent to be seen sometime that same evening: 


Table 2: Ilyas’ minimum time differences (lags) 
between local sunset and local moonset 
for the crescent to be seen 


] 


Lag in | Error in 
minutes | minutes 


Latitude 


At 30° North or South latitude the new lunar crescent 

will be observed on days when there is a difference in 

time of 42 to 50 minutes, 46 4, between the time of 
sunset and moonset on the day following a © « ). 


However. none of these authorities seem to have concerned them- 
selves with attempting to predict the time when the new crescent is visi- 
ble at a particular location, they have confined themselves only to 
whether or not it will be visible on a particular evening. In ancient Baby- 
lon and in present-day Muslim communities the intent was to know the 
evening when the new crescent would become visible and then to go out 
and see it. That may be all very well for future observations but it 
doesn’t help the astrological researcher who is attempting to learn how 


"\ Hyas, M., Lunar Cresacent Visibility Criterion and Islamic Calandar’, Quar- 
terly Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society, 35 (1994) 425-461. 
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varying planetary positions in past new crescent charts can be associated 
with subsequent happenings at that location. In order to predict the fu- 
ture using these new crescent charts, we need to learn whether or not 
they were effective in the past, and for this we do need to have an idea of 
the rising degree at the time the new crescent would, should or most 
likely was sighted. 

The only recent criterion | know of comes from astronomer Bernard 
Yallop'’, who says that the time of best visibility of the new lunar cres- 
cent is given by the following simple empirical relation: 


Time (D best visible) = A + 4/9 of (B— A) 


ime of sunset 
time of moonset 


where A = 
B 


Unfortunately, at the time Dr. Yallop suggests the ) has invariably 
been visible for some time in the evening sky. It may be the best time to 
go look for it, but it is not usually when the new crescent could have first 
been seen, 

My own research, aimed at identifying the rising degree at the time 
the new crescent is actually seen uses the Schoch values given in Table | 
to identify the day and then the difference in altitude at both sunset and 
moonset to identify the ©’s altitude at the time of the initial sighting. 
The equation is as follows: 


© altitude when ) first seen = 0.2381 X — 0.5256 Y — 0.2435 


where X = altitude difference of © and ) at moonset 
and Y = altitude difference of © and ) at visible sunset 


For both altitude differences X and Y and for the time of moonset, the 
) is taken with parallax. 

Having obtained the solar altitude, | then use the SolarFire software 
program’s Rectification module within the Horary mode to find the mo- 
ment when the © has this altitude. This equation has proven accurate for 
the crescent sightings | have made; yet there are far too few sightings 
involved, they do not cover sufficient seasons of the year, and they were 
not made over enough geographical latitudes. With these many deficien- 
cies, this equation is unlikely to stand the test of time. More timed sight- 
ings are needed, made at different locations. Can you help? 

Considerations has subscribers worldwide. We have the opportunity 
to quickly obtain a large amount of data on just when the new lunar cres- 


" Yallop, B. D., A Method of Predicting the First Sighting of the New Moon, 
Cambridge: Nautical Almanac Office, 1997. 
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cent first becomes visible at many different places around the world. This 
is something astronomers have not done in an organized fashion, not 
across the globe. We can do that. From such a database it will be rela- 
tively simple to generate the criteria by which we can predict not only 
the day on which the new crescent will become visible but also the time. 
We need to be able to predict the time of any new crescent in order to 
erect an accurate horoscope from which we can evaluate (a) the signifi- 
cant astrological factors that in the past were associated with subsequent 


events, and (b) to predict future mundane events. 


If you are willing to join this crescent hunt, you can do so in either of 
two ways: 


1. Using the information provided here, mainly the Baby- 
lonian criteria together with the information given in 
Table 1, identify the day on which the lunar crescent 
should first become visible in the western sky over the 
place where you live, and then see if and when you 
spot the appearance of the new crescent. Record the 
time, and send this to me, together with the latitude and 
longitude of where you were when you made the sight- 


ing. 


2. Alternatively, let me know that you wish to be a part of 
this crescent hunt, and send me your geographic co- 
ordinates. I will then get back to you with the days and 
times at which your eyes should begin hunting. 


Either way, you can contact me directly by e-mail at: kwgmke@aol.com 
(please include the phrase ‘Crescent Moon’ in the subject header), or by 
snail mail at PO Box 655, Mount Kisco, NY 10549, USA. 
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Planetary Stock Trading: 


Planetary Natal Support & Resistance Lines 
BILL MERIDIAN 


HE FIRST-TRADE CHART 

First, we define the various terms and horoscopes used. The first-trade 

horoscope is not the IPO. The initial public offering usually takes place a 

day or two or three before the stock begins trading. This puts a supply of 
stock in the hands of large institutions to facilitate trading when the stock opens on 
the exchange. The most recent first trade is used. For example, Seagate used to 
trade as SGAT on the NASDAQ. It switched to the Big Board with the new symbol 
SEG. The latter date is used because listing on the NYSE is a major change that 
makes the stock more marketable. | have found that there will be shared-degree 
areas between the old and the new chart, so you pick up the effect or the "echo" of 
the old chart in the new one through these zodiacal degrees. The horoscope of 
incorporation has its use in describing the fundamentals within the company. It is 
not as useful as the first-trade chart in forecasting future price movements. 

Recently, Citibank and Travelers Group merged to form Citigroup. The first 
two charts are dropped in favor of the new chart for the merged entity, Reason: 
when portfolio managers consider taking a position, they evaluate the new 
company and stock, not the earlier individual stocks. As far back as 1943, George 
Bayer made the same observations. 


Support and Resistance 

These concepts are well known in the field of technical analysis. These terms refer 
to supplies of stock that can be identified on a price graph. When the share price 
hits these price levels, it usually triggers buy and sell decisions. For example, if 
there is a long sideways price movement below the current price, then it will likely 
act as support. When the share price approaches this level, investors are 
encouraged to buy the stock because it appears cheap to them. If this price 
congestion area is above the stock price, then the share price will likely hesitate 
because the resistance area represents stockholders who have bought at higher 
prices. If the price approaches the price area that represents the price that they paid, 
some may sell to recover their cost. Thus, price hesitates and falls away from that 
level. The price area resists further price appreciation. These lines are constructed 
by connecting two or more highs or lows. In the chart of Coca-Cola (KO) below, 
we see three roughly horizontal lines. The top line at 50.5 connects two highs. The 
bottom line connects two lows. The line in the middle also connects a pair of lows. 
Note that price is approaching this line for the third time. Actually, the top and 
bottom lines are just that-lines. They connect two points. To become support or 
resistance, price would have to bounce off of that line again, as the line in the 
middle is about to experience. This “testing” makes the straight line a support or 
resistance line. Thus, we can say that the top and bottom lines are potential support 
and resistance lines, until price successfully tests the line. 
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Remember, such support and resistance lines are stronger: 


1, The longer that they are in force 
2. The flatter they are 
3. The more times that they have been tested successfully. 


The food group traded in a 25-year trading range until 1980 when the group 
average broke out over the resistance line that had constrained it. The group 
outperformed for the next 13 s. This line was also flat, and many times the 
food group average hit the resistance level and then retreated. When such a 
powerful line is broken, the price will move rapidly. 


Planet Waves 

W. D. Gann was one proponent of time and price analysis. He related planetary 
positions to price. There have been several methods proposed to make the 
calculations. Most basically, one converts the sign positions entirely to degrees. If 
the price series were denominated in pennies, then 20° T would convert to 20¢. 
Or, $20 would be 20° T, if the price series were in dollars. If the price goes over 
$3.60 or $360, then one deducts 360°. So, $365 would convert to 5° T. 

Gann applied these conversions to transiting planets. The result was planetary 
lines on a price graph, which may or may not serve as support and resistance. He 
did issue one letter in which he converted natal planetary positions to price. This 
results in flat horizontal lines on the price graph. Gann did so with a horoscope of 
incorporation. I have adapted to first-trade charts. 

Here is the chart of Micron-MU (11/30/90). I converted some of the natal 
planets to price in the following way: 


+ 22° @ = 292° or $29.20 'K_- 8° B =277° or $27.70 
¥ 13° 6 =$28.30 Q 0° = = $30.00 
ASC 10° 6 = $28.00 


Meridian: Planetary Natal Support & Resistance Lines 


This puts five planet lines (including the Q and Ascendant) between 27 and 30. 
Note the good support area in the price graph (1 have grouped all the planetary lines 
into double lines or spans on the graph). At 36, the 360° amount is surpassed, so 
we start the count again. So, double and triple the support/resistance line and mark 
these on the graph. Note how the price has tended to react as these natal planetary 
lines are reached. 


Micron Tech 
(MU) 

First Trade Chart 
30" November 
1990, 

9:30 AM EST 
New York City: 
40N45, 73W57 
Geocentric, 
Tropical, Koch, 
Mean Node 


Let’s Consider 


Erik Lorentz Larsen writes: Look at the Moon before shopping for stocks, 

And now to the most important news today for private investors: There is a 
half moon tomorrow and we’re approaching the usual profitable period around 
the New Moon. Say what?! 

Yes, you read correctly. According to several American analysts it pays off 
to check the position of the ) before investing. Most recently a group of very 
serious and completely no-nonsense researchers from the University of Michi- 
gan have shown that investors buying around the New ) make better profits than 
those buying around a Full ). The results are so marked that they’re beyond 
explanations of statistical coincidence. The three researchers, Lu Zheng, Kathy 
Zuang and Qiaoquio Zhu have analysed all available information on stock price 
development in 48 countries, and they have compared the )’s movements from 
1965 until today. In 43 of the countries the profits are systematically smaller 
around a Full ) that around a New ), and this is true both for the week around a 
new ) cycle as well as for the 14-day period. The five countries where the 
model does not apply are all development countries. A typical global profit from 
stocks is approximately 0.5% higher in the 14 days around a New ) than in the 
14 days around a Full ). Over a year that brings you a profit of 5.4% higher for 
those who buy with the New ) and sell with the Full ) that for those who do it 
the other way around. “This difference also applies to the Danish stock market, 
although to a somewhat smaller degree than that on the global market,” says 
professor Lu Zheng. “In Denmark, the annual profits are only around 3.5% 
higher in the 14 days around the New ) than in the same period around a Full ). 
I can’t say exactly why the Danish market is lower, but it probably has some- 
thing to do with the usual noise on the various markets,” he says. “When you 
look at the seven days just around a new ) cycle, the noise seems to disappear. 
Both on the Danish market and on the global market, the difference in prices is 
almost 7% annually.” 

Lu Zheng expects that the cause of the difference in profits is the moodiness 
that attacks people around a Full ). In other words, we are weird at Full }. More 
precisely, we become sad and depressed, and that is reflected in the stock market 
prices. “We believe in the general behavioral story that the phases of the ) affect 
people’s minds, thus also the investors, which again affects the stock prices. But 
even though much biological and psychological research hint at the )’s effect on 
human behavior, we need additional and more rigorous analyses and probably 
physical experiments to exactly determine the )’s influence on stock market 
dealing,” says Lu Zheng. 

Bill Meridian, one of the world leading financial astrologers is pleased but 
not surprised by the work of the three Michigan researchers. Basically it just 
confirms what he has shown in a similar analysis, where he has compared the 
Dow Jones index from 1915 to 1994 with the cycles of the ). His studies show 
that when the moon is waning from a Full } to a New ), the market was at its 
lowest, whereas it was at its highest when it was halfway through its waxing 
phase. In other words, there was an increase in the period around a New ) and a 
decrease in the period around a Full ). At the same time, Bill Meridian stresses 
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that investor cannot solely rely on the phases of the ). As all astrological coun- 
seling it is a supplement to other sources of information, although a very impor- 
tant one, he says. “ We know, for instance, that the company Lucent is in diffi- 
culties. The company’s chart tells me that the company can’t survive on its own. 
It will need outside help or a merger to stay solvent. Fundamental analysis does 
not reveal this information—you will have to make a qualified guess. | prefer to 
use the astrological chart, compare it to past events and point out future events. 
That’s better than a qualified guess,” says Bill Meridian, leaning on 25 years of 
experience as an investor and portfolio manager with astrology as one of his 
investment tools. 

The three Michigan professors are of the same opinion. They have actually 
investigated what the results would have been if they had for the past 25 years 
consistently bought when there was a New ). It would have given them an an- 
nual profit of 4.2%, but compared with the profits of the Standard & Poor 500 
index of 10.4%, their conclusion is that a )-based investment strategy in itself is 
not enough. But then you can dig deeper into astrology, as Bill Meridian has 
done. He looked into an analysis, which was published in the renowned Wall 
Street magazine Barrons on June 30th 1952. The author, Veryl L. Dunbar, 
showed that the stock market index ran in an unexplainable cycle of 3.84 years. 
Applying his astrological knowledge, Bill Meridian has shown that this cycle 
converges with a cycle between the planet o” and the asteroid Vesta. He ex- 
plains: “If an investor since 1903 consistently has bought stocks in the Dow 
Jones Industrial index when o” and Vesta were 240° apart, and sold when they 
were 90° apart, his investment, compared to an ordinary buy-&-hold strategy 
would have given him twice the profits. In direct comparison, the astrological 
model would have given higher profits in 19 out of the 25 periods,” he says. An 
investment of $1,000 would have grown to $283,472, if the investor used the 
astrological tip, whereas the profits would have been $117,645 with an ordinary 
buy-&-hold strategy. 

“The newest signal this strategy has given us is a sell signal in January 2000 
and a buy signal in November 2001. The combination of the Vesta-o’ cycle and 
the D-cycle has helped me predict the market crashes in September 2000, June 
2001 and in August-September 2001 as well as the situation from September to 
January,” says Bill Meridian. And you can check on Bill Meridian in the future. 
He stakes his reputation on a prediction of a violent stock market fall in the sec- 
ond quarter of 2002. The stars show it. It might be a good idea for private inves- 
tors to stop staring so intensely at the Internet market analysis and look more 
often at the stars and the Moon. If for no other reason than it’s a clear night. 

Berlingske Tidende (Danish Newspaper) February 3rd, 2002 
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North Node Conjunctions 
& the Axis of Power 


PETER MALSIN 


STUDY of those born with conjunctions to the )’s Q reveals 
that it is not the universal benign that most astrologers have 
characterized. Instead of indicating directions of spiritual 
growth, dharma and especially positive potentials of develop- 
ment, in short, conjunctions to this node correlate with lifelong patterns 
of experience characterized by compulsions to power, controversy, emo- 
tional intensity and charisma, and also to some extent by liabilities to 
violence and feelings of being overwhelmed by life. These findings are 
surprisingly consistent with certain aspects of interpretation forwarded 
by Dane Rudhyar in his 1936 classic, The Astrology of Personality. 
The bulk of recent Western natal interpretation of the )’s Q falls into 
a well-defined range. In fact current web pages contain much the same 
content as contained in better astrology books going back about thirty 
years, when natal interpretation of the nodes apparently coalesced. (Zip- 
porah Dobyns 1973 publication, The Node Book, is perhaps the last work 
by a noted astrologer to fall outside this range.) In short, contemporary 
astrologers treat the nodes in largely spiritual terms, with the & and Q 
corresponding, respectively, to the past and future paths of the soul. 
Because the )’s nodes are mathematical/astronomical points lacking 
physical substance, astrologers have tended to assume that their influ- 
ences are relatively subtle and lack the palpable forcefulness we perceive 
in planets that the nodes are more like directions of orientation. These 
directions tend to center in on the dimension of time: while the & is in- 
terpreted as signifying the past, the Q is seen in terms of the future. By 
sign and house, the {2 is supposed to indicate the area or direction in life 
in which we have greatest potential to grow and develop. While the & is 
tied to karma, to abilities and liabilities carried over from past lives, to 
deceptively well developed talents and to a path of least resistance, the Q 
is thought to point to the road ahead, to the dharma of the souls evolu- 
tion, to the most critical direction of soul growth. Tracy Marks effec- 
tively sums up such dimensions of the Q: 


Developing our North Node is usually not easy for us...[as] we [may] 
Sfeel drawn continually back to the sign and house of the South Node. 
But by actively expressing the energies of the North Node s sign, and 
by developing our capacity to operate effectively in the area of life 
denoted by the North Nodes house, we attract the helping, healing 


21 


Malsin: North Node Conjunctions & the Axis of Power 


energies of the universe to ourselves. We awaken the talents and the 
strengths which we were born to manifest and experience the im- 
measurable satisfaction of having fulfilled our personal life task.' 


Dane Rudhyar describes similar potentials in The Astrology of Per- 
sonality: 
[W]hen we consider the type of faculty characterized by the North 
Node s position, we find that life forces us in many ways constantly to 
develop it. Life calls for that power and is willing to shower it upon 
us if we exert ourselves in this direction; if we open up a channel. 
[p. 297] 


Rudhyar was among the first to articulate the meaning of the Q in 
spiritual terms, and his interpretation of the nodes is almost entirely con- 
sistent with what we find today. It appears indeed that Rudhyar generated 
the interpretive parameters of the moon’s nodes for generations to come. 
In this passage and others, however, Rudhyar suggests another dimen- 
sion of the North Node, a dimension centering on concepts of energy and 
power. In contrast to the more intrinsically spiritual dimensions of the 2, 
Rudhyar outlines the 22 as a channel of intake of energy and power. The 
may well be crucial to spiritual growth, it seems, but only inasmuch as 
it serves a channel through which we "ingest" a vital, "integrative" en- 
ergy or power. 


The North Node deals...with the work to be done, the new accom- 
plishment, the new faculty to be developed; and if we are willing to 
exert ourselves in that direction, from it we shall receive power in 
abundance. [p. 296] 


The idea of power in abundance regarding the Q is not evident in 
mainstream interpretation. Referring to it as a channel of "indrawing" of 
power, indeed Rudhyar charges the theme of spiritual and developmental 
orientation with a more provocative dimension of energetics. 

Whatever the nature of the Q may be, we ought to expect that con- 
junctions to it would emphasize that nature. If we accept the thrust of 
contemporary of interpretation we might expect those born with conjunc- 
tions to the Q would be blessed by an especially strong innate magnetism 
to the soul’s true north that conjunctions to the Q inevitably strengthen 
orientation towards evolutionary growth. But if we consider the Q more 
in Rudhyar’s special terms as a channel of power and energy intake then 
we might imagine that those born with conjunctions to it would have 
their intake valve cranked to the full-open position, and fixed that way. If 
we think of this Q valve as fixed open, moreover, we might begin to 
imagine those born with conjunctions to the Q are intensely subject to the 
influx of such powers and energies. 


' Tracey Marks. The Art of Chart Interpretation. CRCS Pub.; 1979. pp. 76-77 
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Planet by planet, a study of those born with conjunctions to the Q 
supports this latter mode of interpretation. 

For the following study I chose to address populations born with con- 
junctions of the Q to the ©, ), 2 and XX, with the populations averaging 
about 35 people, more or less evenly divided between famous individuals 
on the one hand and clients, family members, friends and acquaintances 
on the other. As with those I know personally, I collated lists of famous 
people based on knowledge of biography and personality.” As for con- 
junctions to the four planets in question, | draw on them mainly for the 
sake of illustration, as the conclusions I drew emerged from considering 
those born with conjunctions to every planet. 

Standing out among the famous born with Q conjunctions is an array 
of power-hungry, power-mad, power-oriented and just plain powerful 
people. Those born with conjunctions to the © include Josef Stalin, Kim 
Il Sung of North Korea, J.P. Morgan, Donald Trump, George Weyer- 
hauser and Jesse Helms; those born with Q « ) include Anastasio 
Samoza (longtime dictator of Nicaragua), Huey Long and Ronald 
Reagan; Q & @ include John Brown, Jesse James, James Hoffa, Imelda 
Marcos and Timothy McVeigh; and Q o \K include General George Arm- 
strong Custer, Nikolai Lenin, Boris Yeltsin and Rupert Murdoch. 

Close to this thematic constellation is one in which the hue of power 
is more consciously aligned with a cause, but wherein the natives none- 
theless typically invite controversy and opposition. Conjunctions to the 
© include Joseph Smith (founder of the Mormon Church, murdered bya 
mob of Mormon dissenters), Karl Marx, Marcus Garvey, Carl Stokes 
(first black mayor of a major American city), Jack Kevorkian, and 
Phyllis Schlaffley; to 2 include Thomas Jefferson, Clara Barton, Salva- 
dor Allende (Socialist President of Chile assassinated by CIA-assisted 
plot), Newt Gingrich, Admiral Richard Peary and Sigmund Freud; and to 
X include Abraham Lincoln, Mikhial Gorbachev, Bill Clinton, George 
W. Bush, Kenneth Starr and Ralph Reed. 

In this continuum we also find many who exude an uncanny cha- 
risma. Beyond repeating name from above, those born with conjunctions 
to the © include John Lennon, Miles Davis, David Bowie and Denzel 
Washington; to the }, Pablo Picasso; to 9, Elvis Presley, Paul McCart- 
ney, Steve Martin, Chris Tucker and Tiger Woods; and to il, Zelda Fitz- 
gerald, Spencer Tracy, Frank Sinatra, James Dean and Princess Diana. 

The potentials for charisma and juggernauts of popularity are accom- 
panied by indications of liability to violence and/or self-destruction. Be- 
sides those named above who died either by assassination, murder or 


? A related criterion for inclusion among the famous noted here was that the 
individuals distinguish themselves in character and psyche. In effect those who 
generate insufficient interest are passed over. Sports figures dominate the lists of 
those omitted. 


23 


Malsin: North Node Conjunctions & the Axis of Power 


suicide, or who were implicated in such, we may add the following. To 
the ©, Lee Harvey Oswald and Susan Atkins; to the ), Atkins’ mad 
mentor Charles Manson and Nicole Brown Simpson; to 2, John Wilkes 
both (9° orb, with B more closely conjunct) Sharon Tate and Claus von 
Bulow; and to X, Joseph Alioto and Jim Jones, the charismatic leader of 
the Jamestown self-massacre. Jones was also born with the D & Q. It 
should further be noted that O.J. Simpson was born with oo Q. 

Altogether, the main talents that conjunctions to the Q seem to gener- 
ate are those for politics, power, charisma and controversy. Among the 
relatively few writers I found with conjunctions to the are Mario Puzo 
and Dave Barry (©); Salman Rushdie and Gloria Steinem (9); Edward 
de Vere, Edgar Alan Poe, Toni Morrison, Antoine de Saint Exupery and 
Liz Greene (), Here again are implications of connection to causes, 
worlds of power, charisma, waves of popularity and fearlessness. Saint- 
Exupery was famous as much for the death-defying adventure of flying 
mail over the Andes cordillera in a single-engine plane during the 1930s 
as for his writing. 

Most of the names of the scientists born with Q conjunctions are 
nearly synonymous with inventions or schools of inquiry: Marconi and 
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross (©); Jonas Salk (D); Enrico Fermi, Sigmund 
Freud, Ivan Pavlov and Emo Rubik (2); Louis Braille and Charles Dar- 
win (), Darwin was born the same day as Abraham Lincoln: 

Two of the three sports stars I noted born with the © ¢ Q are another 
pair of Aquarians: Hank Aaron and Bill Russell. Aside from their powers 
in the field and on the court, the lives of both men were remarkable for 
the massive waves of racism each encountered, waves that would have 
overwhelmed or destroyed many lesser individuals. 

The idea of the Q as a channel takes on a literal meaning in that some 
born with conjunctions to this node are psychic channels: Jane Roberts 
was born with the © ¢ Q, while Edgar Cayce was born with 9 o 2. 
Meanwhile the one channel | know personally was born with both the © 
and 2 9 Q, and the one psychic I knew personally was born with 2 o this 
node. On the larger account of spirituality, Maharishi Mahesh Yogi was 
born with the O « Q. 

So amidst the energies channelled through conjunctions to the Q there 
are apparently pure spiritual potentials. But to say that the energies chan- 
neled through the Q are categorically spiritual seems mistaken. { ener- 
gies may best be described as exotic in the etymological sense of being 
from the outside. In being new to the native, Q energies are to a greater 
or lesser extent foreign to the point of being experienced in terms of for- 
eign entities. In the regard it is meaningful to note that Whitley Streiber, 
who has made a major literary career from his abduction/ETI encounter 
experiences, was born with 4 ¢ Q. 

Like the rich and famous, many ordinary people born with these con- 
junctions are charismatic and draw power to themselves. One pattern I 
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found among women born with the ) ¢ Q is that they typically married 
powerful men. More than the famous, however, regular people born with 
these conjunctions tend to channel themselves into deep water, into 
experiences that take them up to their necks. Some seem to live 
constantly at the threshold of being overwhelmed by their life cir- 
cumstances, whether such circumstances are brought on intentionally or 
are (seemingly) beyond their control. These natives seem challenged to 
exert more effort than normal just to stay afloat. 

Similarly these conjunctions appear to increase liability to getting 
stuck in relationships, and getting stuck in ways of thinking, that do no 
good. Inasmuch as the Q is a channel for energy intake, getting stuck 
rather literally implies to the stoppage of energy flow. The implication 
here is that Q conjunctions do not in and of themselves translate into 
intensified channeling of power and energy only the mandate and poten- 
tial to do so. In this regard it is evident that these conjunctions generate 
susceptibility to inner turbulence, confusion and ego-identification with 
the idea of power, issues which effectively block the flow of energy that 
these conjunctions otherwise foster. 

For that matter the critical issue for those born with conjunctions to 
both nodes seems to be energy flow, inasmuch as the channeling of en- 
ergy is the intrinsic purpose of the nodal axis taken as a whole. If the Q 
works as a channel for energy, so too must the & be a channel. Indeed 
just as we have characterized the Q as a channel for the intake of new 
energies, we may describe the 8 as a channel for the release of old ener- 
gies, with the implication that the flow or channeling of energy is a vital 
dynamic at both ends. 

Ironically the types of people born with conjunctions to the 8% seem 
strikingly similar to those born with conjunctions to the Q. To illustrate, 
those born with 8 o { include Pancho Villa, Jesse James (already noted 
for Qo ¥), Marquis de Sade, Francisco Franco, Henry Kissinger, J. Paul 
Getty, Ted Turner, Patty Hearst, Evel Knievel and Admiral Jeremy 
Boorda, who committed suicide when subjected to a huge wave of pub- 
licity following the revelation that he wore decorations he had not 
earned. This last note is chorded in those born with U o ©, several of 
whom are identified with famous deaths and murders: Lizzy Borden, 
Amelia Earhardt, Jon-Benet Ramsey and Gianni Versace. Versace killer, 
Andrew Cunanan, was born with B ¢ 8. 

In short we see again see the prominent presence of power magnates, 
charismatics, demagogues and Fearless Fosdicks. As with Q conjunctions 
there is intense identification with a calling or a cause. There is associa- 
tion with powerful forces in the world at large. There is a vulnerability to 
violence, and the vulnerability to being overwhelmed by ones circum- 
stances. 

But while conjunctions to the €& speak, like the Q, of the channeling of 
power, it would seem to a different end. The astrologer George White 
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once suggested that some born with & conjunctions are advocates of 
unpopular causes and doctrines,’ but it is not the intrinsics of the cause 
that are at issue here so much as it is the attitude. Just as those born with 
conjunctions to the Q are challenged to meet the game head on, those 
born with conjunctions to the & are challenged to free themselves from 
attachment to the outcome of the game, with the intuitive recognition that 
they have played it before. If those born with Q conjunctions are chal- 
lenged to own their power, those born with & conjunctions are chal- 
lenged more to let go of theirs or at least to let go of attachment to it. 
Even more than with Q conjunctions, conjunctions to the & invite liabili- 
ties to getting stuck, to fixations on power, charisma, and relationships. 
Especially on the apparent ends that one’s powers may initially make 
attainable. 

5 conjunctions suggest gifts and powers developed in previous life- 
times that are liable to be misused. To quote Rudhyar again: 


[The ©] signifies inborn faculty, but usually we find that life to some 
extent forbids us the use of that faculty. It belongs to the past in some 
way, and unless we make it subservient to a new purpose... it will 
hamper the correct growth of a vital new faculty, one which repre- 
sents our next step. [p. 297] 


If we think of the 6 as a channel of release of old energy, the only di- 
rection it can move is, essentially, out, away from us. Thus conjunctions 
to the U suggest gifts and talents that are to be given away in service of a 
new direction, talents that, if we try to tie them too closely to familiar 
ends, lead, as the classic 8 phrase goes, to self-undoing. 

For those born with conjunctions to the & the challenge is classically 
to let go of old patterns of experience as a virtual prerequisite to being 
able to open to Q energies. Yet those born with Q conjunctions are also 
challenged to let go of egocentricism, and to assuming one can be the 
law unto oneself, for starters. More generally these individuals are chal- 
lenged to let go of unhealthy attachments and fixations, much as those 
born with conjunctions to the & are challenged to do. The crux of con- 
junctions to either node is that while they serve best to stimulate and 
increase the flow of energy through one’s system, they are also liable to 
develop into blockages in the free flow of nodal energies through one’s 
system. 

For those born with conjunctions to both nodes at once, the liability is 
less to blockages than to turbulence and instability. Catalyzing interac- 
tion between the nodes, these both-end conjunctions appear to stimulate 
action at both nodes, but tend by the same token to generate higher vola- 
tility. Study of aspects to the nodes shows that the process of influx and 


* Twas born with the G ¢ ¥ and have always regarded astrology in general, and 
my own work in particular, as unpopular causes. 
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release of energy through the nodal axis typically incurs a seesaw dy- 
namic; so that the challenge of stabilizing one’s nodal system increases 
as a function of aspects to the nodes altogether. Conjunctions to both 
nodes ranks at the top of this index of volatility potential. 

Since the nodes work with each other in a larger energetic dynamic, 
any aspect that stimulates interaction between the nodes tends to be pow- 
erful and challenging. In particular, planets forming T-Squares to the 
nodes are most compelling in that they can become central dynamics of 
motivation, attitude and development. Although T-Squares formed by 
planets positioned square to the nodal axis function to a certain extent 
like normal T-Squares (centering on that part of oneself represented by 
the planet at the apex and offering the potential for sustained high focus 
and self-direction through that part of oneself), the influx-outflow dy- 
namic of the nodes makes this type of T-Square less stable a psychic 
dynamic. 

T-Squares involving the nodes by definition stress the nodal axis, and 
in so doing serve to emphasize the classic future-past, forward-backward, 
new-old dimension of nodal dynamics. In so doing these T-Squares gen- 
erate an existential tension that effectively centers on the constant ques- 
tion of moving ahead into the new or turning back to the past, which in 
turn produces a quality of edginess in personality. Those born with T- 
Squares to the nodes seem to be acutely aware on an intuitive level of 
how energizing it can be to apply themselves to the Q, and at the same 
time are acutely aware of feeling a tense stagnation in leaning to the G. 

With these T-Squares life brings a constant attitude check that in turn 
translates into of classic existential tension. People born with T-Squares 
to the nodes are typically restless with their own lives, discontent with 
the status quo, even when on the surface life would seem to be good for 
them. By the same token this type of T-Square contributes to producing 
many of the movers and shakers of the world. These natives are natural 
activists for change, and are often happiest when they feel they are ef- 
fecting change (whether in their own lives or the world at large), or at 
least agitating for it. They are attracted to intensely challenging situa- 
tions, and if they do not seek out such will tend to attract equally chal- 
lenging circumstances unto themselves. 

Thus planets forming T-Squares to the nodes generate surprisingly 
powerful personality dynamics and dramatically change the potentials of 
conjunctions to either node standing alone. 

The nodes of the ) identify the points at which the orbit of the ) 
around the Earth intersect the Earth’s orbit around the ©, and in this 
astronomical dynamic the {2 identifies the direction the Earth is literally 
moving towards, while the & identifies the direction the Earth is moving 
away from. The Q is called the dragon’s head and invokes the metaphors 
of moving ahead in life and meeting life head on. Those born with con- 
junctions to the Q have the exceptional ability to meet life head on, and 
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to draw energy to themselves in the very process of moving ahead even 
when it is unclear what lies ahead. 

But perhaps the crucial irony for those born with conjunctions to the 
, however, is that they are challenged to make the same kind of orien- 
teering regarding their Q directions as the rest of the world. As with the 
rest of us, the more these individuals grasp (intuitively and otherwise) 
how their QQ directions are positive, forward-moving directions for them. 
To the extent that they do not reach such awareness they will not really 
know what they are doing with the energies that are coming their way, 
and so are susceptible to the same experiences of stagnation and confu- 
sion about direction in life as others. And they are even more susceptible 
to bringing disproportionately powerful consequences on themselves. 

Consider the case of David Hahn, otherwise known as the “Radioac- 
tive Boy Scout.”* Born with dX ¢ Q in Tl’ (and growing up in Golf 
Manor, Michigan), Hahn proved as precocious as a pyromaniac when he 
fabricated nitroglycerine not long after his mother gave him The Golden 
Book of Experiments at the age of ten. But in seeking a merit badge in 
Atomic Energy for the Eagle Scouts at seventeen, Hahn truly distin- 
guished himself. Obtaining and/or synthesizing such radioactive isotopes 
as Thorium 232 and Uranium 238, Hahn was well on his way to building 
a primitive but real nuclear breeder reactor in his mothers garden shed by 
the time he was found out. The garden shed was subsequently declared a 
Superfund site. 

Wo MK in Tl and the © ¢ B notwithstanding, the story of David Hahn 
illustrates how those born with conjunctions to this node draw power to 
themselyes—and how they can draw powerful outside forces and poten- 
tially overwhelming circumstances unto themselves as well. For these 
individuals, channeling the powerful energies of the Q has a cautionary 
side to it. For although the energies of §2 conjunctions are naturally chan- 
neled to powerful purposes, such purposes must be aligned with the de- 
velopment of self and the growth of the soul. Like others, finally, these 
individuals are challenged to recognize these deeper purposes amidst the 
rush and contours of everyday life. 


* See Ken Silverstein, “The Radioactive Boy Scout.” Harper’s Magazine, No- 
vember 1998. 

* Hahn was born on or about 10" October 1976. The aspects in question were 
sustained over two weeks surrounding this date. 
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911 
PRIER WINTLE 


T 8:48 A.M. EDT on 11" September 2001 

America, the whole Western World, and by 

extension the whole of the rest of the world as 

well, entered what may well prove to be the 
final phase of our present era of Western finance- 
dominated civilization, oriented as it is, almost 
exclusively towards the accumulation and manipulation of external, ma- 
terial things. The extraordinarily appropriate destruction of the twin tow- 
ers of the World Trade Center in Manhattan, New York, by Mu: ex- 
tremist zealots who deliberately committed suicide to achieve the coup 
and at the same time show their contempt for all that the WTC stood for, 
was a symbol that we as astrologers should be particularly well qualified 
to appreciate. Every time that we erect and delineate a birth chart, a ho- 
rary, or any other type of astrological chart, are we not affirming that it is 
a symbolic manifestation of cosmic processes at work in and interpene- 
trating every aspect of the world we experience and live in? Medieval 
astrologers used a memorable phrase to describe it: “We are a micro- 
cosm of the macrocosm”, they said. It is a phrase that today is not as pro- 
foundly appreciated and understood as it should be. For not merely hu- 
man lives but all wars, all revolutions—political, cultural and indus- 
trial—and all electoral victories or defeats are microcosmic reflections 
and manifestations of macrocosmic struggles. It is indeed a privilege to 
be an astrologer. We see the collapse of the Twin Towers in a light that is 
shut off from all other thinkers and theorists, however profound their 
understanding may be in other ways. 

The briefest look at the chart for the destruction of the WTC abun- 
dantly illustrates what I am saying. $ rises in + within 1° of exact con- 
junction with the Ascendant and in equally close trine to 4 in I on the 
cusp of the 9"" House, the House of religious definition and dogma. As a 
piece of precision work it was a feat that can only arouse our admiration. 
A plane that was just starting on a long distance flight across the whole 
breadth of North America, and was therefore filled to capacity with 
highly explosive inflammable fuel, was hijacked and driven into one of 
the twin towers, and not merely at random but at a point expertly calcu- 
lated to destabilize the whole building. The fuel exploded like an enor- 
mous incendiary bomb and the pilot, having done his job with the exact- 
ness of § 4 %, expected to go straight to Paradise. 

All right; but what else does the chart also glaringly show? We see at 
once 4 “ B on the 3“ cusp, by Equal House, and that both are squared by 
the © in T? in the 12" House, forming a highly destabilizing mutable T- 
square. The destructive act itself was precise but its long-term effects 
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expressed through Cadent houses will probably not be anything that its 
planners planned or expected. 4 in the 9" rigidifies religious thinking 
while simultaneously his square from the © in the 12" brings into play 
all the contradictory mystical and emotional aspects of it, despite all TT 
attempts to keep it definite. And B down there on the 3" cusp, though 
technically still in the second House, is like another bomb waiting to ex- 
plode, jumping to fanatical conclusions and obliterating all clear 34 
House thinking, and costing first America and in due course the whole of 
the rest of the world untold amounts of 2" House money. 


24°17 711" o2%>0 
83/8 g T 


8:48 a.m. EDT, 11 September 2001 
World Trade Center, Manhattan: 40N43, 74W00 


It is worthwhile noting too that all three planets are in Signs that con- 
tradict the Houses in which they are placed. in the 9" is in I, not the 
ninth’s natural x’, which brings breadth of vision to 9"" House religious 
thinking. It is B who is in , trying to jump to conclusions that defy all 
logic, whereas for efficient, here-and-now thinking the 3" House requires 
the quick but logical clarity of II. And the © is in the House that, above 
all others, works in the sphere of the deepest emotions, however hard to 
express and self contradictory these may appear to be to others, Tl? there 
can only give it a totally illusory definiteness. The whole set up is like a 
prescription for confusion and troubles to come. 

But there is more to it even than just this. Add in now the vitally im- 
portant but paradoxically ignored planet Minos to the chart and one sees 


30 


Considerations XVII: 2 


that he falls in 1 in the 6" House (again a contradiction of Sign and 
House), within a degree of exact square to », transforming that mutable 
T square into a mutable Grand Cross. 

Through the 6" House Minos rules the day-by-day running of every- 
thing that is going on and the general health of it all. The Sign he rules is 
8, which also gives him a say in the 8" House of this chart—a matter of 
life and death. And of course he also rules the neck, that fragile link be- 
tween the body as a whole and the head, which is supposed to guide and 
govern it. [t was not for nothing that executioners down through the ages, 
from Roman axe wielders to the French Revolution guillotine and the 
British hangman’s noose, have always preferred the neck above all other 
parts of the body as the most efficient place through which to extinguish 
life. 

But above all, as ruler of & Minos governs money, and in our finance- 
orientated Western civilization money is the link or neck that makes the 
world go round. 

What is this long introduction really all about? It is to prepare even 
astrologers (potentially the world’s most revelatory and penetrating event 
interpreters), to understand one essential point more clearly than it is 
usually understood, even by them. This is that astrological influences are 
not just impersonal, automatic forces, which it is our task merely to 
weigh up and combine in order in order to make accurate forecasts. The 
generally held idea that they are is actually a legacy from 19" and 20" 
Century materialistic, scientific thinking that sharply divides the world 
into two compartments, living and non-living, and derives all of its con- 
structional laws from the non-living compartment. Unfortunately it is a 
pretty deeply ingrained idea in the minds of most astrologers today as a 
result of almost universal belief in the religion of “modern science”. 
They take a chart and balance up the planetary signatures in it like ele- 
ments in a chemical reaction or formation of a compound. A bit of o* 
here, rather a lot of 4 there, a useful touch of 4 somewhere else to inject 
some optimism and prevent depression—and so they come up with a 
character diagnosis on which to base a life forecast. And that in turn is 
simply a balance of probabilities calculated from when this, that or the 
other planet (or a combination of them) is most in evidence by transit or 
progression. Astrologers aspire to be accepted and respected as practitio- 
ners of a science through this approach. They are rational people. To say 
that it isn't really like this at all—that the planets are really living, con- 
scious entities with wills of their own, which they express through those 
of us who most closely incarnate and reflect them, is a strange, seem- 
ingly archaic idea which most people instinctively want to reject today. It 
is totally out of fashion and seems to invite an accusation of irrationality. 
It is rank anthropomorphism! Nevertheless, that it is the actual truth is 
something of which the Ancient Greeks were intensely aware, and we 
too should definitely come to realize. During the medieval era it had to 


31 


Wintle: 911 


be covered up since the monotheistic Christian Church would burn any- 
one who dared hint that planetary entities still existed alongside the tri- 
une God (God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost). Conse- 
quently that was when the planets were first described as impersonal “in- 
fluences,” a concept still useful and acceptable in today's materialistic 
era. But really you cannot meaningfully conceptualize the six billion plus 
(and rapidly multiplying) individual people in today’s world as simply 
six billion slightly different compounds of eleven or twelve basic plane- 
tary elements. They are all different, individual characters and personali- 
ties because they are really all subtly differing incarnations of highly in- 
dividual beings that express through them. 

And the same is true of all human groups. These too have their own 
individual characters, whether they be racial groups, soccer teams, 
schools, all types of societies, business corporations, churches and 
church denominations, the various nations, and so on, up to the different 
major religions. The different beliefs that each of these has about itself, 
its political or religious convictions, as well as the strength or compara- 
tive lack of self assertiveness characterizing it, all of these reflect and 
express the planet or planets which most strongly stand behind it. 

Today we see a confrontation between a fanatical fundamentalist 
Muslim group which is hoping to unify and rule the world under the ae- 
gis of the religion it propagates, and a practical and cynical financial c: 
bal that believes that the world can be effectively and efficiently unified 
through its economy. Bin Laden and the Taliban hope first of all to unite 
the whole billion-strong Muslim world with them and behind them as the 
struggle with the forces of the evil materialistic West becomes more - 
intense. When they are victorious the entire world can be recruited into 
the fold of the one true religion. They are responding to and expressing 
an alliance of the planets ¥ and B. 

In the West a largely anonymous financial consortium that can ma- 
nipulate the currency and national debt of all the major civilized nations, 
both Western and Far Eastern, forcing them to toe a line designed to 
bring about an eventual world economic union, is facing up to bin 
Laden’s attack. The consortium is ruled by the planets Minos and % in 
alliance. 

has had the longest innings of all the planets beyond » that have 
been discovered or rediscovered in modern times, in reshaping the face 
and character of the world in accordance with his personal preferences. 
Beginning in the 1740s and 50s with the Industrial Revolution, thirty or 
forty years before astronomer Herschel actually spotted him, he first en- 
tered politics in 1789 with the French Revolution, an event whose long- 
term effects have completely revolutionized the modern world. Monar- 
chy and aristocracy have everywhere eventually had to give way to rule 
from the bottom instead of from the top. On his own, however, he seems 
to have lacked a quality of stability and continuity that is essential for 
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founding a political structure that will last. The French Revolution as 
such ceased to be when Napoleon took over the reins as Emperor, restor- 
ing the Papacy in place of the Goddess of Reason X had set up in its 
place, and subsequent attempts in 1848 and 1870 also flopped within a 
year or two. He had to ally with % in order to found something stable, 
and this he finally did in the closing years of the 19th Century and the 
start of the 20th. The result was the Communist revolution of 1917 in 
Russia, which inaugurated a regime that lasted for seventy years. The 
alliance may be seen in the horoscope of Vladimir Lenin. 


Lenin (Wladimir Iljitsch Uljanow) 
18:28 UT, 22 April 1870 
Simbirsk, Russia: 54N20, 48E24 
(speculative chart) 


There is a grand trine in Fire between %, the 10" cusp and the 28° T 
midpoint between & in T and the © in 8, which has strong practical 
overtones (4 and the 8 ©). Note also X in the 8" in &, * P in the 6" and 
4 9 in the 4", a fan whose Plutonic center will stop at nothing to get what 
it wants. 

Lenin’s Uranian signature is very evident from the fact that the re- 
gime was able to transform Russia from a backward, illiterate, mainly 
peasant society into a modern scientific and industrial one in little more 
than thirty years. To achieve this and still remain firmly in being, how- 
ever, it had to employ terrifying political purges and Saturnian secret 
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police and labor camps that horrified every other nation that came to 
know about them. The chart of Josef Stalin clearly warns of them. 

X{ is in the 4" House,  ¥, so he was able to establish his home coun- 
try, Russia, as the world home of Communism, but % is on the cusp of 
the 11' House of associates and objectives in life, linked to the almost 
exact o” 6° R that straddles the Ascendant, by sextile and trine, so he 
made his government secure by means of remorseless cruelty. 


Josef Stalin (lossif Wissarionowitsch) 


s 2:30 PM LMT, 18 December 1878, 
ie Gori, Georgia, Russia: 41N58, 44E07 
g y (speculative, from Lois Rodden’s data service) 


It finally tottered and failed in the early 1990s, forty years after Sta- 
lin’s death, because it was undermined financially. For years it had tried 
to insulate itself from all financial dealings with the West and to operate 
as a self-contained socialistic society without any form of private enter- 
prise being permitted. All the means of production were state owned and 
regulated. Gradually, however, bad harvests and internal economic inef- 
ficiency forced the regime to accept financial loans and enormous subsi- 
dies of wheat and other foodstuffs, mainly from America. The price was 
a relaxation of restrictions on cultural other interchanges with the West 
and the ending of economic self-sufficiency and independence. A na- 
tional debt came into existence and rapidly increased in size, just as in all 
the Western nations, and suddenly there were elections and a non- 
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communist government was elected and it was all over. 

But was still looking for a nation to dominate, even if it had to be 
by alliance with another planet. He saw that Minos—finance—had suc- 
cessfully undermined Russia—why not ally with him? It could be the 
best bet yet. The whole of the West, and America especially, had become 
an industry and science dominated society as the Industrial Revolution 
had gradually come to penetrate its entire ethos. All genuine contact with 
the soil and the seasons by 99.9% of the population had been eroded 
away. Why worry any longer about a backward nation like Russia when 
with the aid of money you could turn America into a complete cyber so- 
ciety, computerizing every aspect of daily living, and fighting wars over 
the whole Earth by means of computer-directed rocket bombs? Who 
could possibly compete with you? 

No one—no one except P and ¥, that is. You can clout anyone who 
relies in any way on modern weaponry out of your way with the greatest 
of ease. In most cases they will have had to buy their weaponry from you 
anyway. The only ones with any hope are people who live in some inac- 
cessible, backward place with only the simplest of weapons, relying on 
their own courage and ability to engage in guerilla fighting, and fired by 
intense religious fanaticism and readiness to make any and every per- 
sonal self-sacrifice. These people can still pose a threat, in particular be- 
cause they have an irritating propensity to attract other people to fight 
along with them, throwing in their lot with theirs. And whatever losses 
they sustain don’t cost them much financially, whereas the cumulative 
cost of bombarding them with long-range missiles can be enormous. 
crippling. If you have to fight people like this it is essential to get them 
out of the way quickly, as President Bush is trying to do in Afghanistan 
at the present time, since the one weakness of a debt-dominated Minos- 
sian society is the risk of a financial collapse if the debt becomes alto- 
gether too great. 

So Minos and \f intend to flatten Bin Laden and the Taliban now, by 
means of a cyber-directed blitz to end all blitzes. And B and ¥’s one hope 
is to stay put and shrug it all off, trusting that the threat to them will 
weaken and finally withdraw, while their own reputation and strength 
imperceptibly increases as volunteers join them in steadily increasing 
numbers. And then the tide will finally turn. 


T IS INSTRUCTIVE to compare the charts of the two personalities 
who figure most prominently as world leaders in this celestially or- 
chestrated conflict. 
George W. Bush, U.S. President and son of the George Bush 
who was in charge during the Gulf War, only ten years previously, is a 
Cancerian with a satellitium of three planets rising in Q. The first two of 
these, almost on the Ascendant, are § and B within a degree of being ex- 
actly conjunct each other, an extremely dynamic and calculating configu- 
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ration. Do not be surprised that the leader of the {-Minos alliance, which 
is contending with the one in B and ¥, should have P rising. Every per- 
sonality coming into incarnation has every planet somewhere in his or 
her natal chart, and K and Minos know very well how to make use of any 
individual’s Platonic cruelty and deviltry in a situation where it suits 
them to do so, Bush’s own link with them is clearly enough manifested 
by as the most elevated planet in his chart, leading all the others in a 
clockwise direction, and by Minos as the ‘handle’ to the whole chart’s 
Fan formation, since he is at 14° ~ in the 7" House in a grand trine with 
Do} and X, and with a clear opposition to that rising ¥-B from the sym- 
bolic House of their open enemy. 


George W. Bush 
11:24:23 UT, 6 July 1946 
New Haven, Connecticut: 41N18, 72W56 


By all publicized accounts the 911 bombing was a total surprise to 
Bush, as to almost every other American citizen, and his immediate war- 
like reaction was tantamount to a symbolic knee-jerk. Note that there is 
an exact opposition from X in the first suicide collision to his 2, the last 
of the Q series in his First House. As an American he felt that everyone 
should love America and he was both shattered and furious to have to 
realize that somebody didn’t. 

How did he know that it was Osama bin Laden? Well, the name had 
appeared repeatedly on the presidential desk, again and again, in CIA 


Considerations XVII: 2 


reports ever since the Gulf War, and even earlier, since the Russian oc- 
cupation of Afghanistan, when the U.S. had found him invaluable to prod 
and irritate the Russians. They had armed him then with rifle grenades 
and a whole armory of other sophisticated weapons he could use in guer- 
illa warfare, But after the Russians left they ceased to trust him. He had 
been using the equipment to blow up U.S. embassies all over the world 
and must still have stacks of it. “Dreadful character with an irritating 
grin. [t must be him! We’ll tell the Taliban in Kabul to surrender him at 
once, or else!” 

Now all of Bush’s planets except that Minos in his 7" are spread out 
within a trine between K and \, all in his Eastern Hemisphere, and East- 
em Hemisphere people don’t just respond or dance to other people’s 
tunes. They see to it that whatever happens in their lives has been worked 
out and planned beforehand by themselves. Minos in his 7" will affect 
that picture a bit, for it is like a financial tail wagging the dog, but even 
so in most things Bush will see to it that circumstances and events in his 
life pan out the way he has planned them. And that will include Afghani- 
stan. You don’t normally hear much about Afghanistan, but it is actually 
a highly strategically placed little country, about the size of Texas, with 
incredibly rich deposits of all sorts of invaluable minerals and important 
oil resources. Moreover it lies right across the straightest, most direct, 
potential oil pipeline route to transport oil from Turkmenistan (the third 
largest oilfield in the world) to Europe. Serbia occupied a similar posi- 
tion in the Balkans, controlling access to all the oil in the Muslim states 
along the Southern border of Russia and smack in the way of a pipeline 
from the Caspian oilfields through Turkey and then the Balkans to 
Europe. Thus it was inevitable there would be a war there to hit its irritat- 
ing nationalist nose. But Afghanistan is an even bigger fish—much big- 
ger altogether. There is no question about it—plans must have been afoot 
ever since it took power to get the Taliban fundamentalist Muslim gov- 
ernment out and one that would be dependant on American help and pa- 
tronage in. Then the Turkmenistan oil pipeline dream could become a 
reality. President Bush himself may or may not have been au fait with all 
the ramifications of the picture, but whether he was or was not his knee 
jerk reaction to the destruction of the twin towers of the World Trade 
Center caused jubilation in the hearts of the oil pipeline planners. He was 
acting as a patriotic American, as any Cancerian would whose home 
country had suffered a dastardly attack. It couldn’t have happened more 
propitiously if it had all been planned! But note the square between 
Bush’s Cancerian © and its dispositor the ), conjoined with 4 in the 3" 
House. There is something about those Cancerian instincts that isn’t 
really working out as propitiously as Americans think and believe. And 
when you add to that the fact that a 8 ¢ PB, dynamic and calculating 
though it is, is not ipso facto and per se wonderfully perceptive and intel- 
jigent and therefore bound to be aware of every underlying financial plan 
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being pushed for from behind the scenes, then your own antennae begin 
to rise. ¥ « B gets one idea, and one idea alone, fixed firmly into its head 
and then goes barking after that with intense speed and concentration, 
refusing even to look at or think about anything else. And that gives you 
a very revealing picture of President George W. Bush and the reasons 
why he is going all out for what he is going all out for, just now. 


/ HERE ARE two possible birth dates for Osama bin Laden: 10" 

March 1957 with © in H, source an Interpol notice on the web, 

and 30" July 1957 from a U.S. State Department fact sheet. To 

find that there is any data about him at all shows just how much 

research has been done on him and his life by police and intelligence de- 

partments for a very considerable time. Both our editor (in Considera- 

tions XVI: 4, page 44) and Robert P. Blaschke (in S.H.A.P.E. Volume 7 
no. 2, October 2001, page 10) prefer the 30" July date with the © in Q. 

I agree with both of them in preferring the © Q date, and with our 

editor in believing that the actual birth time was diurnal. I proffer a chart 
that I believe fits everything we know about the man at the present time. 


Osama bin Laden (speculative) 
11:25:17 a.m. LMT (8:48:37 a.m. UT), 30" July 1957 
Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, 21N30, 39E10 


Tt shows ¥ rising in =, just 3° below the Ascendant, and the vast con- 
centration of the ©, ) and six planets in Q and Tl up in the 10" and 11" 
Houses, by Equal House division. » is more or less a loner in 7° ¥ in the 
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2™ House, trine the © and ¥ in the 10", and Minos is in 20° = in the 4"", 
near Cusp 5, & o& on the | (ha Cusp. Remember that bin Laden inherited 
80 million dollars from his father when the latter died in 1968 and since 
then has reputedly tripled the amount by inspired speculation (5"" House), 
as well as by promoting business ventures all 
over the Islamic world, as well as elsewhere. 

But you won’t be able to meet him in his 
office. He is a man that no one can pin down. 
The CIA trained him as a freedom fighter 
during the Russian occupation of Afghanistan 
when he also fought alongside and totally 
identified with Islamic resistance groups 
dedicated to fighting a Holy War (Jihad) 
against infidel regimes everywhere. Our editor 
has pointed out that o* ¢ PB is the archetypal 
signature of the guerilla leader who always has 
an escape route available whenever danger threatens (November 2001 
Considerations, page 46). And ¥ rising in = depicts a person of charm 
that you can talk to and photograph at one moment but the next moment 
he isn’t there and whatever he said turns out to mean something entirely 
different from what you understood it to mean. 

All of bin Laden’s planets except Minos are in the Eastern Hemi- 
sphere, like Bush’s, so he is another person who wants and expects 
things to be done his way, with himself also in control. And a tight bun- 
dle of eight planets like his, four in Q and four in Tl, means that he can 
concentrate his attention and energy on whatever he wants to do or ac- 
complish till he has worn out everybody else and the thing just goes 
through because there is no one else who can compete with him or stand 
up to him. Of course it makes him a bit narrow, but so what? It is people 
who can concentrate narrowly who are the real achievers in life. The 2 
satellitium is particularly strong since the © is in its own sign, B is ex- 
alted and o flexes his muscles in the sign. Only { is not well placed 
there, being in detriment. Occasionally something bin Laden has planned 
will prove to have sudden consequences he didn’t expect. Perhaps that is 
happening now with the sheer intensity of Bush’s prosecution of the war 
in. Afghanistan. Bin Laden’s QQ ability to enthuse and encourage others 
may well stand up to this, even so. The Tf satellitium doesn’t augur quite 
as well. The leading planet, 2 is very well placed there, being tradition- 
ally both the ruler and exalted in the sign, but @ is in her Fall, the ) is 
weak and ¥ is in detriment. An immense capacity for attention to detail 
is indicated, but sometimes bin Laden will be bogged down by detail and 
not leave room enough for spontaneous flashes of intuition and genius. 
And it is genius he will need if he is to extricate himself from his present 
situation. 

However, it is not impossible he will be extricated. That exact trine 
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from © ¢ \ to % in the 2™ House, where he also conjoins the ®, may 
quite possibly extricate him. He has his own enormous financial re- 
sources and others, who openly or secretly would like him to be success- 
ful, will want to help. (The © rules the 11% House of friends plus his 
own objectives, and » rules the 4" House, his home and the place he 
makes his base for operations). If nothing else, he will be offered a place 
to hole up in. When all scems lost he may well turn up in Iraq or Syria or 
Libya, or at least hide there, having been given safe passage through by 
friends in Pakistan or Iran, though these will of course deny it. 

Strangely enough however, it may well be that despite the enormous 
wealth it has brought him, bin Laden’s Minos down in his 4" House, op- 
posing o’ on Cusp 11, is actually the most negative influence in his life. 
It gives him financial pull and clout such as only a tiny minority of peo- 
ple in this world possess, but in a paradoxical way it also binds him in to 
the money world generally. Big money will intrude on him and into his 
home or homeland since Minos is the only planet in his Western Hemi- 
sphere—how symbolic that sounds! It wants to construct its oil pipeline 
through Afghanistan, his adopted home and base, but he and the Taliban 
have said No for both religious and national reasons (¥ and B). They 
only had to say yes and they would have been richly rewarded with 
handouts and spin-offs and been absorbed into the Western World’s fi- 
nancial octopus whose tentacles seek to surround and clutch at the whole 
globe. 

For that octopus will not annex Afghanistan. It merely wants a coop- 
erative, servile government there that will do as it is asked and told. Then 
it will send in stacks and stacks of foot to feed the starving population, as 
we already see on TV, and McDonald’s restaurants will spring up in 
every town and village. But true fundamentalist Muslims don’t want that, 
and as long as they don’t the U.S. and Britain will saturate them with 
cluster bombs that splinter and fragment and kill scores or hundreds of 
civilians or lie about unexploded for children to pick up and be blown to 
pieces. And of in bin Laden’s 11" house is his own o, since he sent the 
hijacked planes into the twin towers of the World Trade Center it is now 
his war. 

So how will it work out? 

President Bush has already opened a spy hole for us into future U.S. 
plans. ‘When this first round is over (initially he said it might take up to a 


' Readers interested in degree symbolism may find the Charubel interpretation 
of bin Laden’s Ascending degree, the 27" of =, curiously apposite (See Alan 
Leo’s Astrological Manuals No. 8): “A Rhinoceros. Denotes strength of body, 
calm courage; one who can stand unmoved on the battlefield simply because he 
is incapable of fear or of realizing danger. Such an one has but one object ata 
time, that absorbs him.” 
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year but now, because of the mutual assistance he and the Northern Alli- 
ance have been giving each other, he hopes it will be much sooner than 
that), he warns that there are four other nations that are potential trou- 
blemakers and bases for terrorists. They are Iraq, Syria, Libya and North 
Korea. And he says there may be as many as ten others. When asked 
what action will be taken against them he simply replied, “they’ll see”. 
Clearly he feels so self confident after progress in Afghanistan that be 
believes he can flatten anyone now. Iraq will be first of all. Saddam Hus- 
sein must consent totally and without any reservations to United Nations 
(ie. US) inspection of its weapons plants and reveal all ongoing chemi- 
cal and biological research. If not... What the world in general does not 
know, however, is that U.S. bombing of Iraq, on an almost daily basis, 
has already been going on for years. The press and T.V. never mention it. 
The U.S. airforce is now complaining that there are no more targets left 
to destroy. 

The war is still touted as 
simply a campaign to root 
out and destroy terrorism, 
and that is what most 
American and British people 
still believe. Elsewhere, 
however, the fact that it is 
really very much more than 
that is becoming more and 
more widely recognized and appreciated. The role of money in interna- 
tional affairs, with oil in particular as the key concern that big money is 
going for, is being openly discussed and written about in newspapers and 
journals and even aired on T.V. As one reads and listens one almost feels 
that planet Minos must be on the verge of openly acknowledged “discov- 
ery” at last, with photographs showing that it has protuberances looking 
like an octopus’s tentacles. Or perhaps they could be scores and scores of 
moons with electro-magnetic contacts with the planet, like Big Money’s 
system of satellite communication with its own representatives in every 
nation on Earth. As I said right at the beginning of this article, nothing 
will ever be quite the same again after 911. Big Money has been openly 
accused and revealed for what it is by Muslim Fundamentalism, and the 
hitherto not fully realized fact that there is this Fundamentalist Muslim 
brotherhood which hates the materialist West and is prepared to die to 
destroy it has also come starkly into the open. As yet the Muslim world 
as a whole has not quite dared to unite openly and definitively against 
U.S. military might, and there are still divisions within its ranks like 
those between the Shi’ite and Sunni sects. Nevertheless it is aware of 
itself and polarized against the West as it has not been for many centu- 
ries. We may even see a Christian revival against it as at the time of the 
Crusades! For the Western World won’t just want to sit down and say, 
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“Alright, we’re materialists—so what?” Its way of life certainly is mate- 
rialistic, and has been for more than a century, but not everybody realizes 
that, or likes it. There are a great many sincere, self-denying, spiritually 
inclined people throughout the U.S. and Europe, both convinced Chris- 
tians and those who are just by their own nature dedicated to helping 
others. The full revelation of what the oil magnates are doing in the 
world, and to the world, will come as a shock to many or most of these as 
the press articles and T.V. talks about it continue to proliferate. 

But Big Money won’t just quietly let all that happen, either. Many 
journalists and T.V. personalities are going to find themselves silenced— 
or assassinated! Big Money always hides behind a smoke screen and has 
always been aided in this by politicians, who traditionally do the same 
thing. And of course Money buys the politicians, and they welcome this. 
Really it didn’t matter in the slightest to Big Money whether Al Gore or 
George W. Bush won the last U.S. presidential election since both men 
had previously been thoroughly vetted to ensure they would take the 
“right” line on every’ issue of importance to it. It is the same in Britain, 
France and Germany. Today only the smaller nations preserve some abil- 
ity to say what they themselves would prefer. Thus Denmark was ini- 
tially able to refuse to join the Euro Monetary Union. 

Minos has been in } for the last 25 years and this has appropriately 
led to Big Money being more interested in oil than in anything else. 
George W. Bush was pre-programmed to play the secret oil game, just as 
his Gulf War father was ten years earlier. 

Now since Solar Returns are in almost every way the most reliable 
and illuminating predictive tools we as astrologers possess it is appropri- 
ate to compare the 2001 Returns for President Bush and Osama bin 
Laden. What they reveal is somewhat sobering. 

Bush’s Return shows ~ rising and {2 on the Midheaven. It is by no 
means an altogether favorable chart. The © is closely opposed by the ), 
and @ the chart ruler is 2 © and exactly & ). It is wisest not to get too 
involved in matters that one cannot easily extricate oneself from in such 
a year. There is also a satellitium of four planets in I in the 8" House 
and among these 4 is ¢ P in the 2% House. ¥ opposes the Midheaven. 
The only bright spot is a trine from ¥ in I, in the 8" House but on Cusp 
9, to K in # in the 4", accompanied by a trine from %, also in the 8", to ? 
near the I.C. Clearly up to the minute Uranian equipment will facilitate 
the 8"" House work of death in Afghanistan, a foreign country, and merci- 
less Saturnian tough talk assisted by plenty of subtle, misleading decep- 
tion (¥) will work wonders to confuse everybody, both at home and 
abroad, and ensure that everything goes ahead as secretly planned. 

But even though the immediate war may go well, that ©  D, aggra- 
vated by semi-square and sesquiquadrate from the chart ruler, means 
long-term trouble developing out of everything that has happened in 2001 
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George W. Bush 2001 Solar Return 
(Birthplace, no precession) 


and will still be going on happening in 2002. A 9" House © & a am 
House ), with 2 chiming in as well, means that people in general are not 
happy deep down about what is happening, and their dislike gets more 
and more explicit expression, both publicly and in private conversation, 
all over the world. It is just the sort of indication you wouldn't want if 
you were initiating an election campaign for re-election, though here of 
course it is much more than just personal re-election. Bush represents 
America and wants her to be popular, and that is just what she is not go- 
ing to be. There is a big backlash coming and it is likely to boil up in 
Bush’s face if he starts going for any more countries. And with » in the 
g" »° PB in the 2™ it will be both expensive in the short term and thor- 
oughly counterproductive where long-term financial prospects are con- 
cerned. Moreover ¥ in the 4" House closely opposes Bush’s own rising ¥ 
o P, giving even more eloquent testimony to what is clearly on the cards. 
Religious fanaticism may be muted and overawed by the American cyber 
blitz for the moment, but it is also made fully self-conscious by it and 
united all over the globe. To Muslims everywhere Bush is a hated figure, 
a representative of the Evil Principle, and America, the country he rules, 
is a hellish nation. It interferes with all the rest of the world and infil- 
trates everywhere, sowing its infidel ideas, subverting or destroying God- 
fearing governments, and encouraging a materialistic and depraved way 
of life. The war, which it calls a war against terrorism, is really just a war 
to make more money and boss other nations and peoples about. Fortu- 
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nately Islam, with its much higher birthrate, will oust and supersede it 
within one or at most two generations. How long can an almost sterile 
cyber civilization, which has to rely on immigration to keep up its num- 
bers, hold out against real people multiplying naturally as Allah wants 
them to do? 

We don’t have the ultimate answer to that question, but it is worth- 
while noting that Minos in President Bush’s Solar Return, in 14%° , is 
square to P and o* in the 2" House as well as to , opposing them from 
the 8". Minos is in the 5" and financially speaking for Bush this war is 
like playing dice in a casino. He hopes to make a lot of money but he 
could also lose an incredible amount. The U.S. could be bankrupted by it. 
And that could start the decline the Muslims are hoping to see. 


+3 40" 
+330 


Osama bin Laden 2001 Solar Return 
(Birthplace, no precession) 


The Solar Return for Osama bin Laden is in many ways the opposite 
and complement of that for President Bush’s. Thus it shows great diffi- 
culties and personal danger in the war but very considerable popularity — 
a popularity that may very well increase with the passage of time. Cast 
for the birth place (as is Bush’s Return), it shows II rising and on the 
Midheaven. » in the 12" House opposes a conjunction of ), P and o’ in 
the 6". The opposition to P is the same one that figures in President 
Bush’s return but here it is exact. And both ends of the opposition square 
the Midheaven, making it a Mutable T-Square, a frequently occurring 
formation in charts of the insane. And certainly having to put up with 
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being the target of continuous computer-directed rocket bombing is 
enough to drive anyone insane. And note that $ in the 2™ House aggra- 
vates the 4 o° B by semisquare and sesquiquadrate, much as 2 does to the 
© £ ) in President Bush’s return. In both cases it is the ruler of the chart 
doing it. In Afghanistan people are saying that bin Laden is not giving a 
good enough account of himself militarily and that the cost to the country 
is too high (2 in 2™). 

What are the good things in this chart that Bush does not have in his? 
Above all, the © and ) are closely trine, instead of in opposition, and the 
© is mitigating the terrible opposition from % to the ~ satellitium by 
sextile and trine. Perhaps he can cope with it. But can he stay alive? 
Probably the worst thing of all in the chart is an opposition from ¥ in the 
8"" House to the ©, exact to within 1°. Bin Laden could simply disap- 
pear; killed in a rocket attack on a cave he was hiding in without anyone 
fully realizing it. Bush would be delighted. He doesn’t want him to have 
the chance of evoking worldwide sympathy in a public trial. It would suit 
Bush much better if Osama were simply to disappear from public notice 
and gradually to sink into far memory. But has it happened? It could 
have. Bin Laden’s strongest astrological defense against it, however, is 
that close ) 4 ©, for the ) is also throwing a strong sextile to #, exact 
within 1°. In other words, she is in the 6" House mitigating the O & # 
by sextile and trine and thus possibly warding off the implied threat to 
his life. Perhaps we won’t know for quite a long time what has happened 
to him. But then he may just turn up again. After all, ? is rising—almost 
on the Ascendant—and she participates along with the Ascendant in a 
Grand Trine in Air with X in the 8", near cusp 9, and the @ on the 5" 
cusp. That sort of formation certainly brings luck, particularly since 
himself rules the 9" and @ the 5". People in foreign countries may do 
their best to save him. He has become a Robin Hood figure because of all 
the danger he has survived so far, And note that the @ in this solar re- 
turn is precisely on that “Now you see me, now you don’t” ¥ in the 1" 
House of his birth chart. 

What about Minos? 

He falls in 14%4° } in the 9" House, close to the Midheaven and, as in 
Bush’s case, he is squaring the o’ ¢ B on the one hand and +, opposing 
them, on the other. It isn’t a nice picture since it shows only too clearly 
how much Big Money would love to eliminate him secretly (% in 12"), 
or maim him and force him to live in agony in a hospital somewhere for 
the rest of his life (o* and B opposing » from the 6"). And that could 
happen, of course. But with Minos so close to the return’s Midheaven it 
will be something that lives on in public memory for a long time, if it 
does. Big Money doesn’t want him to live on as a hero figure, whether 
alive or dead, but that is what he will do. 

At the present time Osama bin Laden represents the Muslim World to 
Westerners, just as President Bush stands for America and the Western 
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World. His solar return may therefore be taken by analogy as applying to 
some extent to the entire Muslim world, and one may say that that world 
will be in retreat for now and for a little while to come. But not forever! 
A time will come when either because it has developed new and effective 
weapons of its own or because the United States has weakened or be- 
come internally divided and wants to withdraw, when Islam will begin to 
bark and bare its own teeth. It is not just now. As I write 4" January, 
2002) the Taliban leader is discussing surrender terms with the U.S. But 
that isn’t forever. New developments are coming. Just watch. 


/ HERE ARE differences of opinion as to whether II or ~ is the 
rising sign in the chart of the United States. After comparing 
the two versions, | personally feel that the Il rising chart best 
describes the American character, as I know it. It was a chart 

commemorating a breakaway from Britain, so it is appropriate that 
should be only one degree below the Ascendant, and Americans are on 
the whole alert, versatile and talkative, as Geminians usually are. More- 
over, there are four planets in ©, either in or on the Cusp of the 2™ 
House, and Americans are quite notably conscious of and possessive 
about their own native country. It was this very fact that made their reac- 
tion to the attack on the World Trade Center so hysterically vehement. It 
had to be avenged. But they also mix and meddle with other people and 
their concerns, particularly financial ones, to an amazing extent, and this 
is shown by the @ in 12°58” @ in the 8" House, exactly opposite the © 
in the 2" (all positions in Equal House) and also by E in the 8" only 3° 
from ~ 2 in the 2", The U.S. has always been a financial power and its 
present dominance in world affairs is largely due to financial influence or 
control. 

Where Minos falls in the chart it is difficult to say precisely as no 
ephemeris exists for the planet that extends as far back as 1776, but pro- 
jection back from current data makes it likely that it would have been 
somewhere between 5° and 10° Tl. It would thus be on the cusp of the 
6'" House in trine to ¥ and the © in the 2" House, auguring a generally 
affluent way of life. And today of course Americans have by far the 
highest standard of living of any nation in the world. 

I will not compare the -rising chart in detail. None of the points I 
have been making shows up in it. It accents the 7" House, as though 
Americans lived largely with and through others, which they emphati- 
cally don’t. American contact with other nations and peoples is almost 
solely financial, concerned with financial interests. Otherwise Ameri- 
cans like to be isolationists. They merely push others around till they 
don’t bother them any more. The chart shows an opposition from § ¢ @ 
in the 8" House to P in the 2", but this would be an almost entirely de- 
structive augury whereas America has actually been able to build up a 
comprehensive worldwide financial network, advantageous to herself 
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through the 2" House planetary satellitium shown in the []-rising chart 
projected outwards via the @ in the 8". 

Everyone who has looked at the [-rising U.S. chart in connection 
with the Twin Towers destruction has noticed how the exact 3 ¢ ASC in 
the first collision chart falls precisely on U.S. % in the 5" House. The 
attack shook American assertive pride considerably. No outside nation 
had ever hit them at home like this before. But here is a weak spot in 
the national chart anyway, being the fulcrum of a Cardinal T-square with 
the © and ®. Unlike other peoples, Americans cannot rely on their own 
birth rate to survive and expand. They limit themselves to small families 
by birth control and make up for this by allowing large-scale immigra- 
tion. In further confirmation, o in the 3" House of the collision chart is 
within a degree of exact Opposition to 9 in the national chart, close to the 
2" cusp but ruling the 5" House. This is saying the same thing: “You 
may have money but you’re a weak nation because you can’t reproduce”. 

Now look at George W. Bush. His © is only a degree away from the 
USS. © in the 2™ House and his * is 2° away from the U.S. 9, the chart 
ruler, also in the 2" House. So obviously he is a ‘natural’ as president. 
But his is slightly less than 2° from the U.S. 0%, which fairly clearly 
points to his penchant for committing the nation to a cyber war. More- 
over, in his 2001 solar return, ¥ is exactly trine to both )K and the Ascen- 
dant in the U.S. chart, showing how successful he is being at selling the 
nation an illusion, but in the return’s 8" House is within a degree of 
conjoining the same two, indicating just as clearly that things are going 
to last a lot longer than the initial cyber campaign. 

What of Osama bin Laden? 

Note his ) right on the U.S. 4" House ¥ and his ® precisely opposing 
the U.S. Ascendant and rising X. He is sneering at nonsensical ideals and 
illusions Americans have about their impregnable home as a heavy Sat- 
urnian stone hurtles straight into the blasphemous building they have 
erected in their head city. Naturally the response is immediate. He is 
smiling that infuriating smile and saying, “Come on then—we’re popu- 
lar; you’re not!” And \ falls right in the middle of the U.S. 2 ¢ 4 on 
Cusp 2, telling America to spend and spend—there’s no limit to how 
much money will be involved in this conflict. 

So there you have it. Just watch what an unplanned and unforeseen 
mess develops as the year 2002 proceeds. 


OSTSCRIPT 

Here and there in a few states of the U.S., associated with ultra 

right wing groups that would like to expel African-Americans 

from the country, there exists a Fraternity known as the Phine- 
has Priesthood that believes it has a God sanctioned right to murder 
mixed race couples. The Old Testament Biblical passage on which they 
ground this belief occurs in Numbers, chapter 25, where we are told that 


47 


Wintle: 911 


the Children of Israel began to commit whoredom with the daughters of 
Moab (verse 1). The Lord was angry and a plague ensued. 


6. And, behold, one of the Children of Israel came and brought unto his 
brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of 
all the congregation of the Children of Israel, who were weeping before 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 

7. And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, 
saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in 
his hand. 

8. And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of 
them through, the man of Israel and the woman through her belly, So 
the plague was stayed from the Children of Israel, 


And the Lord is pleased and tells Moses that Phinehas and his seed af- 
ter him shall have the covenant of an everlasting priesthood, because he 
was zealous for his God and made atonement for the Children of Israel 
(verse 13). 

This type of thing is pure P allied with ¥. It is precisely the spirit that 
inspired the Muslim fanatics who hijacked the planes on 11" September 
2001 and flew them into the twin towers of the World Trade Center, kill- 
ing themselves and all the innocent passengers on board as well as thou- 
sands in the buildings they destroyed. Despite all contemporary ad- 
vances in modern, rational civilization it is, paradoxically, a spirit that is 
becoming more and more prevalent in today’s world. Besides Muslims 
in the Middle East, it also inspires thousands of Born Again Christians, 
both in America and Europe. Regrettably, | fear it also inspires President 
George W. Bush who, with P o 9 in his natal chart, is unmistakably 
manifesting the Crusading spirit, first of all in his merciless war against 
civilian men, women and children in Afghanistan and now in his threats 
against a whole series of other, mainly Muslim, countries, 

One can only hope and pray that the civilized world as a whole will 
wake up in time to realize just what is happening and call a halt to it be- 
fore it is too late. 
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Twilight of the Fool: 
The Saga of Parsifal 


DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


ial, 
crux of it. 
Richard Wagner 


When religion becomes art 
it is the task of art to save the 


There is not one decadent element in Wagner’ s work from which a 
productive mind could not extract the forces of the future. 
Theodor Adorno 


v ICHARD WAGNER, royal court kapellmeister at Dresden in 
Saxony, already had won some fame as a composer of German 
opera, when the revolutionary wave of 1848 swept Europe. 

™® News of the proclamation of the Republic in Paris reached him 
as he was conducting a rehearsal of Flotow’s Martha. “This” he notes in 
his autobiography, “made a curious, even astonishing impression on me, 
although at the same time doubts as to the ultimate significance of these 
events enabled me to smile fleetingly”.' For a man of so passionate a na- 
ture, Wagner’s response seems oddly restrained; but then he could not 
have foreseen how that foreign upsurge would soon transform his own 
life. 

The populace of Saxony, em- 
boldened by the events in France, 
quickly organized their own revolu- 
tionary committees in the major cities 
and towns. Fearing insurrection, the 
royal cabinet requested that Prussia 
mass its troops outside Leipzig. The 
ministers, however, neglected to 
inform their monarch, Friedrich 
August Il, of their decision or even 
consult with him in the matter. Thus, 
when Friedrich finally learned of their 
presumption his fury knew no bounds. 
In one stroke he dismissed his 


' Wagner, Richard. My Life. Cambridge University Press. 1911. p.359. 
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cabinet—which had proved to be more seditious than the people them- 
selves—then appointed a new one composed of members of the opposi- 
tion. In this semi-revolutionary atmosphere the government of Saxony 
moved to lift censorship, introduce trial by jury, abolish feudal rights and 
tithes, and revamp the electoral process. These reforms were introduced 
on 13 March 1848, and that evening the citizens of Dresden took to the 
streets in jubilation. The youthful king himself drove through the city in 
an open carriage and Wagner followed his progress in the greatest ex- 
citement, “often running hastily to arrive in time at a point from which 
...a particularly hearty shout of approval would please and console the 
monarch”. ? 


The Cultural Revolution of Richard Wagner 


Amer circle Outer circle 
Wagner's birth chart Wagner completes sketch for the Ring 
4:00 AM LMT (rectified) Noon 
22 May 1813 4 October 1848 
Leipzig, Germany: 5I1N19, 12E20 Dresden, Germany: 51N03, 13E44 


? Ibid. pp. 360-361. 


50 


Considerations XVII: 2 


In his autobiography the great composer takes some pains to distance 
himself from his involvements during those months of revolutionary fer- 
ment. When in May of 1849 the Prussian reactionaries once again 
pressed upon Dresden, Wagner writes that he “mechanically” followed 
the stream of people as they converged in protest upon Town Hall. A few 
days later it was his “strangely impassioned interest” that brought him 
back once again to the Town Hall “as a spectator.” But these cool, coy 
phrases were written years later, in 1872, at the behest of his benefactor, 
King Ludwig II of Bavaria, who had urged the composer to prepare an 
exhaustive account of his inner and outer life, rather in the manner of a 
purge. Wagner clearly had to minimize his revolutionary commitments, 
if he was to remain in the King’s favor. 

As always with Wagner his actions reveal more than his words. In the 
spring of 1849, as the menace of reaction loomed, Wagner made his gar- 
den the scene of discussions on the subject of arming the populace. 
Among those in attendance was the fugitive anarchist, Michael Bakunin. 
Born 30 May 1814 in Tver, Russia,’ Bakunin had his § on the first de- 
gree of I in close opposition to \K at 0° 05° %, while 4 at 1° I? formed a 
T-square to both these planets. Since Wagner’s © also fell on the first 
degree of I], it is easy to see why the two men became bosom com- 
panions. Ever ready to be swept away by grand theory, Wagner must 
have been enthralled by his comrade’s bombast about world conflagra- 
tion. So impressed was he with Bakunin’ s rhetoric that Wagner at first 
assumed the anarchist to be at the center of some vast international con- 
spiracy. Only gradually did it dawn on him that Bakunin’s sole support 
came from a handful of impecunious students in Prague. 

Much more damning than his radical associations, however, was the 
fact (or rather the allegation, since the matter was never established for 
certain) that Wagner instructed a certain brass founder to manufacture a 
considerable number of grenades to be supplied by Easter, 1849, for 
eventual delivery to Prague. About this affair neither Wagner nor Baku- 
nin would admit anything, ever, but in his Annals under an entry for 3 
May Wagner had jotted down one glaring, inexpungible word: Shrap- 
nels. 

On that very same day in May the Prussian army invested Dresden 
and fighting broke out. The patriotism of the Saxon army being key to 
the struggle, Wagner had printed some broadsides bearing the words 
“Are you with us against foreign troops?” and on 4 May he took some 
200 of these to the barricades, where he distributed them brazenly among 
the wavering soldiers. On the following day he assumed duties at the ob- 
servation post atop the 300-foot Kreuzkirche, the highest point in the 
city. Pinned down by sniper fire, Wagner is reported to have made light 


* Carr, E. H. Michael Bakunin. New York: Vintage Books. 
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of the situation claiming immortality; and that night, still atop the tower, 
he pursued deep philosophical discussions with the two schoolmasters 
who stood guard with him. 

Uncaptained and poorly armed, the democratic resistance however 
soon crumbled, and it was only by supreme good fortune that Wagner 
escaped capture during the subsequent mopping-up. Assisted by a net- 
work of sympathizers, he fled in a state of “dreamy detachment” to Wei- 
mar. There he took the occasion to write his first wife, Minna, an 
assessment of his role in the struggle. Conceding, apparently with relief, 
that people of his sort were not destined for the “terrible task” of making 
revolution, Wagner went on to assert that “we are revolutionaries only in 
order to build on fresh soil; it is re-creation that attracts us, not destruc- 
tion, which is why we are not the people whom fate requires. These will 
arise from the very lowest dregs of society; we and our hearts can have 
nothing in common with them. You see? Thus do I bid farewell to revo- 
lution” 4 

In spite of his change in heart Wagner was no longer safe in Saxony, 
or for that matter anywhere in Germany, for he had been placed under 
sentence of death in absentia by the newly installed reactionaries in 
Dresden. On 27 May 1849 he took an express coach incognito south to 
Lindau on Lake Constance, and the next morning he boarded the steamer 
for Rorschach on the Swiss side. Thus commenced his long exile. 

If we are to interpret Richard Wagner’s last year in Dresden by any 
one astrological factor, it would have to be that transiting ¥ at 0° H was 
repeatedly squaring his natal ©. In March that angle was precise. In Sep- 
tember it recurred in retrograde, and in January 1849 the final contact 
was made. If the quarante-huitards were moved as a generation by the 
prospect of social renewal, Wagner, in the throes of this personal transit, 
must have been quite transported. Thus he fell willingly into the com- 
pany of idealists and men without substance. Gradually he became es- 
tranged from his wife through a series of misunderstandings; and finally 
he jeopardized his comfortable career as kapellmeister by taking to the 
streets—and the towers—in a futile struggle. 

But under this same influence Wagner was also able to bring an ob- 
scure visionary impulse up to the cultural surface. This Il was among the 
most literate of all composers, being widely read and prolific even to ex- 
cess. No mere revolution would still his pen. Thus from a mass of docu- 
ments we can follow the process by which he transformed opera, then an 
upper-class entertainment, into a vehicle for redemptive myth. 

Wagner had been rummaging extensively through Germanic folklore 
before he came to write The Wibelungs: World History as Saga in the 
summer of 1848. In this fantastic speculation he sought to link the his- 


* In Gregor-Dellin, M. Richard Wagner. San Diego: Harcourt Brace Janovich. 
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toric dynasty of Frederick | with the mythic world of the Nibelung sagas 
by way of the Franks, who once occupied the region of the Lower Rhine. 
According to Wagner this lineage possessed a precious quality, a unique 
essence, which he called its Hoard. Ascending to lyric heights Wagner 
conceived of this racial Hoard spreading “its wondrous perfume... like a 
lovely magic spell through the entire world” during the reign of Freder- 
ick II. But then, with the defeat of Frederick II’s grandson, Conradin, in 
August 1268 the line was broken: “The leafless withered stem was torn 
with all its roots and fibres from the ground, and stamped to dust.” 
Thereafter the Nibelung Hoard, originally a symbol of spiritual power, 
became a matter of hereditary rights, rather than of personal virtue, re- 
sulting in the “deeper and deeper depreciation of man, against the higher 
and higher appreciation of property.”* 

Now some trauma may indeed have been inflicted on the German 
psyche in that month of 1268, since { and ¥ were then in exact square. 
But it is Wagner’s own dealings with ¥ that concern us here. Characteris- 
tically he sets out in the spirit of utmost seriousness to blend the real 
world with that of his imagination. His walk in the fog throws up huge, 
alluring shadows. Wagner surveys the German-speaking people of his 
own time and can only discern fraternal strife and craven attitudes. He 
concludes that their salvation lies in the acceptance of an all-embracing 
root-myth. It is his own great mission, he believes, to forge such a myth. 
With the ensnarements of music he will smelt these iron-souled contemp- 
oraries back into an age of gold. 

On 4 October 1848 Wagner completed a prose resume of the saga 
material, which he called The Nibelung Myth as a Sketch for a Drama. 
With % in  conjoining his already doleful P, Wagner sets the first scene 
in “the womb of night and death ...in gloomy subterranean clefts and 
caves” where a race called the Nibelungs live. “With restless agility they 
burrow through the bowels of the earth, like worms in a dead body; they 
heat, smelt, and forge hard metals. The pure and noble Rheingold was 
seized by Alberich, abducted from the water’s depths, and forged with 
the most cunning art into a ring, which gave him absolute power over his 
whole race, the Nibelungs... Thus equipped, Alberich strove for mastery 
of the world, and everything in it.’ Even Wotan, the sky-god, cannot 
right this monstrous injustice. "Only a free will, itself independent of the 
gods and capable of shouldering all guilt and atoning, can break the 
spell.” Thus Wagner introduces his savior-figure, Siegfried. 

Originally conceived as a pure, bumbling innocent, Siegfried under 
Nazi tutelage will eventually learn brutishness. But for this his creator 
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can hardly be blamed, for “any work that assumes a revelatory character 
by means of an artistic detour threatens to become ambivalent, suspect, 
and open to abuse.”” Observing that on 4 October 1848 ¥ trines $ and 2, 
while squaring Wagner’s ©, the most we can say is that the composer 
was being rather too blitheful. Yes, we can almost hear him whistling as 
he goes about crating his own golden grenades. 

Such then was the genesis of the great operatic cycle, The Ring of the 
Nibelungs. Later, from 11 to 28 November Wagner recast this first 
sketch in “free rhythmic verse” employing Stabreim, an alliterative tech- 
nique found in the earliest Teutonic poetry. Concluding that his poem 
was too overloaded with back-narration, to earlier events, Wagner de- 
cided to precede it with another music drama, which he drafted in 1851. 
Finding that he still made too much recourse to back-narration, he added 
two further installments in 1852. In the following year he began compos- 
ing the music, but his was a rich and varied life and the entire tetralogy 
was not finished until 1874. Thus Wagner in October 1848 had con- 
ceived a complete mental picture of a mythopocic edifice that would take 
a full » cycle to manifest. 

Immersed as he was in myth making, Wagner had still not given up 
the idea of revolution, only now he viewed it as a precondition for trans- 
formative art. In November 1851 he wrote his friend Theodor Uhlig: “I 
cannot conceive of a performance until afier the revolution, only the 
revolution can bring me the artists and the audiences, the next revolution 
must necessarily mean the end of the whole of our theatrical se/-up our 
theaters must all collapse, they will, it’s inevitable. Out of the ruins | will 
then summon forth what | need ...Through it I will enable the men and 
women of the revolution to perceive the meaning of that revolution in its 
noblest sense.”* Clearly what Wagner anticipates most of all is a cultural 
revolution. He is writing some months after the )K « B; and like Mao Tse- 
tung, who will respond to the same influence in the next century, Wagner 
yearns to present a unified vision of philosophy, art and economics on a 
stage as wide and as red as the dawn. 


-INSPIRED, Richard Wagner was seeking to confer upon opera 
the great, the world-historic task of reanimating Teutonic myths 
for the dull-witted paper-bag twisters of his own day. Normally a 
vehicle for cheap sentiment and gaudy display, opera, thought 
Wagner, had the potential to move audiences at deeper, more elemental 
levels. To this end he promoted the notion of the total work of art, in 
which archetypal imagery, music and poetry are woven together with 
ritual effect. But such all-encompassing performances were quite un- 
thinkable in an anti-revolutionary atmosphere. Writing in 1861, Wagner 
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asserted that for him at this point it would be nothing short of a “mad 
attempt” to undertake the directorship of a theatrical institution 

whose public function was almost exclusively directed to the distrac- 

tion and amusement of people bored to death by pleasure—and fur- 

ther, to earning money to cover the cost of exhibitions reckoned for 

that end—and employ it for a diametrically opposite object, namely 

the snatching of a populace out from its vulgar interests of ‘everyday, 

to attune it to a reverent reception of the highest and sincerest things 

the human mind can grasp. 

Even as early as 1849 the composer had realized that if his dreams 
were to be fulfilled, then a very special, very radical theater would have 
to be built—one moreover that could be sheltered from the bruising 
world like a temple girdled with tranquil grounds. But how was he to 
bring his vision about, hobbled as he was by debts and by his reputation 
as a political firebrand? Until 1860 Wagner had lived in rootless exile; 
but then, once more back in Germany following his pardon, he had to 
fend off a cloud of creditors. By April of 1864 he was destitute and basi- 
cally on the run. He writes: “A /ight must shine; a man must come, who 
will help me whole-heartedly, now—while I still have the strength to use 
his help: or else it will be too late, I feel it!”” Early in May he is hiding 
out in Stuttgart, quite at the end of his tether. “Only a miracle” he cries, 
“can save me now.” 

And a miracle there would be. A rather drab angel, in the person of 
Franz Seraph von Pfistermeister, Cabinet Secretary to King Ludwig of 
Bavaria, presented himself at Wagner’s door. Pfistermeister handed 
Wagner a photograph of the King along with a ruby ring set in gold. He 
relayed the King’s greetings: As the stone in the ring glowed, so His 
Majesty was on fire to see the composer of Lohengrin. Would Wagner 
visit him soon at his residence in Munich? 

The very next day Wagner settled his hotel bill in exchange for a 
valuable snuffbox, and then he borrowed the fare for a first-class rail 
ticket and took the afternoon train to Munich in the company of Herr 
Pfistermeister. The following day, 4 May, the composer was ushered into 
the King’s presence. The time of their first encounter is recorded as 2:15 
P.M. Wagner was dressed in evening suit and white tie. 

Right away Ludwig declared his admiration for Wagner’s work. So 
eager was he to see the Nibelung cycle completed that he promised to 
finance its production; and in the meantime he offered to relieve the 
composer of all financial concerns. At the close of their interview an 
hour and a half later, Wagner bowed low over the royal hand, remaining 
in that position for some time, unspeaking. Then Ludwig pressed him to 
his breast in such a way that Wagner felt he was swearing an oath of 
eternal fealty. 
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Back in his hotel room Wagner wrote that he was ‘‘quite shattered”’ 
by the whole experience, and yet the King was “so handsome and intelli- 
gent, soulful and splendid” that he feared—presciently—his life would 
“evanesce in this base world like some fleeting dream of the gods.”"° 

Keyed to this encounter, so momentous for European culture, was a 
peculiar astrological pattern involving two separate yods. In the first of 
these yods @ and }X are sextile, while 4 at 23° TIL is inconjunct both. In 
the second it is o and B which are sextile, while 4 at 12° = occupies the 
apex. Yods generally imply obligatory action or commitment, with 
greater understanding or improved communication as their goal. Where 
yods are involved there is a narrowing of options, together with a greater 
intensity of purpose. For this reason they are known somewhat theisti- 
cally as fingers of destiny, with the planet at the apex pointing the way 
towards resolution. When 4 occupies this apical point there is apt to be a 
yearning for inspiration and uplift or a search for a broad social vision, 
coupled with a lack of practicality or a tendency “to procrastinate, use 
poor judgment, or even over reach.”"' % in the apical position will em- 
phasize the “fated” quality of yods in general. “Because authority figures 
in his early environment were ambiguous or inconsistent with their at- 
tempts to provide structure”, % can leave the person feeling like “an un- 
wanted outcast in the environment. Self-defeating attitudes here can be 
quite entrenched and further reinforced by harsh outer conditions.” To 
some extent we can discern in these two apical planets the very different 
characters of Wagner and Ludwig: the one a spendthrift, seeking to re- 
deem his society through artistic innovation (2 * )K); the other a stripling 
youth, enthroned only since March, then dunked in the same chill waters 
where Bismark swam (o" * P). 

In this chart of their first encounter the isolation of both men, as well 
as their mutual dependence, is suggested. Here 4 and % are the sole oc- 
cupants of the western hemisphere, while the remaining planets fall 
within a 100° band from X through II. In an age generally unsympathetic 
to visionaries, these two men would bring forth living worlds from the 
realm of utter fantasy. 

Fortunately, for King Ludwig II there is reliable birthtime,’? and in 
his own natal chart too there is a forking, yod-like configuration, involv- 


'° Gregor-Dellin p.337. 
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ing % in Tf inconjunct both ¥ and B. However, in cases where the apical 
planet is the fastest in apparent velocity of the three, it is not likely to 
function well as an integrative focus. For this reason many astrologers 
prefer to treat such patterns as back-to-back or double inconjunctions 


King Ludwig Il, Wagner’s patron 


Iimner circle Outer circle 
Birth chart of Ludwig meets Wagner 
King Ludwig II “The Great Friend” 
00:24 AM LMT 2:15 PM LMT 
25 August 1845 4 May 1864 
Munich, Bavaria: 48NO08, 11E34 Munich, Bavaria 


rather than true yods. Thus with ¥ subtending the two outer planets, more 
often than hard-won clarity the outcome is likely to be permanent confu- 
sion. As the mind shuttles haplessly between the lure of imagination and 
the challenge of power it may lapse into mere dither, or forgetfulness, or 


place at 0.20 hours by the Nymphenburg clock and at 0.30 hours by his own 
watch, this being the exact hour at which he himself was born.” 


57 


Smith: Twilight of the Fool 


madness. King Ludwig himself eventually veered off on the last course. 
However, at the time of his meeting with Wagner he may possibly have 
been seeking to mirror his demons in a wholly admirable other, so that 
they might become acceptable finally to himself. In any case on that af- 
ternoon transiting 2 and the ) were both conjunct Ludwig’s 11th house 
P, and thereafter the King was to call Wagner The Great Friend. 

From inner obscurities such as these flows forth our common river, 
all a-sparkle. 

More: In this birth map retrograde 0” in # semisquares retrograde 
in T. By the fact that each rules the other’s sign, both planets are in mu- 
tual reception. & is also closely conjunct retrograde ?, which K disposes. 
In all of this there is some warping, and Ludwig was in fact a tortured 
closet homosexual. However, the subject of his secret loves need not 
concern us here, since his affection for Wagner was within broad limits 
courtly. In this relationship he longed with a quenchless adolescent ache 
“to find the perfect friend who would understand his quintessential need 
to worship, to adore, to enter with humility and veneration the sacrarium 
of humanity where men, by kneeling side by side in fellowship, might 
discern God.”'? How wistful becomes his 9" house with & and ¥ there. 
And with X in semisquare, how eccentric: 

Ludwig and Wagner were similar characters in that neither was will- 
ing to inhibit his lifelong revel in narcissism, and both had patience for 
others only insofar as it served their own ends. “The difference was that 
whereas Wagner’s mean physique hid a robust constitution, an indomita- 
ble will, an unalterable purpose—and genius; Ludwig’s magnificent 
torso concealed a weak, changeable will, fitful purposes and, although 
intuitional as an animal and very shrewd, a mediocre and steadily decay- 
ing brain.” If Wagner courted the world’s applause, Ludwig shunned it, 
becoming increasingly withdrawn. He loathed being observed, as if the 
merest look would bring his fantasy world crashing to the ground. At 
first the King’s quirkiness expressed itself in harmless ways. Ludwig, for 
example, loved having whole operas staged for himself alone. Concealed 
behind the curtain of the royal box, he would spend an evening listening 
to a performance in an otherwise empty house. But this is only what we 
ourselves would do today with tape and earphones. 

However as Ludwig's eccentricity descended into obsession his 
avoidances became more and more indefensible. He demanded of his 
retainers that they hold their arms across their eyes while in his presence, 
and if someone’s appearance offended him, he would order the person to 
take up a station behind a potted plant. Gradually Ludwig became a crea- 
ture of the night. Arising after dark, he would take dinner at midnight, 
and in the winter if the ) was bright he might have his gilt sleigh har- 
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nessed for a wild ride up the ridges. Ludwig felt more at ease among Al- 
pine people in all their deep conservatism, and on these nocturnal sprees 
he would sometimes drop in on peasant families to spend some time by 
the fireside. For this brief sanctuary he would afterwards generously re- 
ward them. 

If Wagner in his narcissism used the operatic stage as a screen for his 
inner world, Ludwig turned his whole mountain kingdom to the same 
end. In 1868 his grandiose dreams began to take form in the preliminary 
designs for Neuschwanstein. This was to be his Grail Castle, and parts of 
the structure were modeled expressly on stage sets from previous per- 
formances of Wagner’s early operas. Thus the layout of the courtyard 
was based on a production of Lohengrin from the previous year, while a 
backdrop from a recent Tannhduser inspired its general orientation As 
for the interior, apart from actual depictions of the Grail legend, Ludwig 
had two figures carved into the door-posts of the Throne Room. These 
represented two characters from the Parzival of Wolfram von Eschen- 
bach: Kyot, the man who is said to have first recorded the tale; and 
Flegetanis, the astrologer who gleaned the Grail’s secret from the stars. 
In his other two castles, Linderhof and Herrenchiemsee, Ludwig also 
elaborated motifs from opera and from myth. 

To carry out his building program Ludwig was quite prepared to 
empty the Bavarian treasury. This endeared him to no-one, while his in- 
creasingly odd behavior became a source of concern in ministerial cir- 
cles. By 1886 the ordinarily loyal Bavarian press began printing innu- 
endo about the King’s private life, and in that same year a high-level plot 
at last was launched to depose the Monarch, who in the judgement of the 
conspirators stood “like a blind man without a guide at the edge of the 
abyss.”'* Although its implementation had many comic-opera elements, 
the plot did succeed in confining Ludwig to a residence on Lake Starn- 
berg. Regency was then declared. The following day, June 13, the erst- 
while King went for a walk along the shore with his assigned alienist, a 
Dr. Gudden. Out of sight of the residence, he strangled the doctor to 
death, then drowned himself in the Lake. 

Almost from the moment of his birth Ludwig had been bathed with 
images of romance and heroism. In the autumn of 1845 he was nursed at 
Hohenschwangau—the Castle of the High Country of the Swan—where 
Tannhauser the crusader is said to have made his home. Ludwig's father, 
Maximilian I, had restored Hohenschwangau basically from ruins in 
dedication to the legendary figure of Lohengrin. Virtually every surface 
and artifact, every wall and every piece of furniture was designed to il- 
lustrate some facet of that hero’s life. Wherever he looked Ludwig saw 
only knights and swans. Thus did this morbidly shy and introverted child 
learn to daydream on a grand scale; meanwhile his father, who “con- 
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cealed insecurity of character behind a rigid and unbending devotion to 
principle,” could do little himself to correct this tendency. 

Ludwig may have conceived his passion for Wagner as early as 1858 
by word of mouth, for it is known that his governess had attended a pro- 
duction of Lohengrin in February of that year. The following Christmas 
one of Ludwig’s tutors gave him a copy of Wagner’s Opera and Drama, 
which argues aesthetic theory at great length. Other of Wagner’s prose 
works fell into the hands of this well-read Prince in due course. However 
what finally turned Ludwig’s interest into something approaching mysti- 
cal devotion was a performance of Lohengrin, staged on 2 February 
1861, which he was allowed to attend. All the imagery that had sustained 
him as a youth was marshaled there before him that evening, amplified 
by the theater and by the enchantments of music. 

Wagner s great biographer Ernest Newman writes that even as a boy 
Ludwig had had a romantic vision of himself, as King, leading the Ger- 
man people along ideal paths, and that the Wagner writings simply hap- 
pened to strike into that vision at the critical time and with tremendous 
impact.” On that magical, February evening transiting 2 at 13° # was 
approaching Ludwig's , while transiting ¥ at 28°07’ H was opposing 
his natal 2 within 30°. This youth was ripe for swooning. 

Three years later at the outset of their florid, voluminous correspon- 
dence Ludwig wrote Wagner these heartfelt words: “Unknowingly you 
were the sole source of my joys from my earliest boyhood, my friend 
who spoke to my heart as no other could, my mentor and teacher,”"” 
Now, as King, he would do his utmost to keep the composer by his side. 
In addition to outright grants of money, he lent Wagner a charming 
house on Starnberg Lake, not more than a quarter of an hour from his 
own residence; and in November of the following year they spent a 
whole week together at Hohenschwangau itself. By this time the com- 
poser of Lohengrin was reciprocating the King’s devotion. Privately he 
referred to Ludwig as “Parzival”, believing mistakenly that the word 
meant “holy fool” in Persian. Hohenschwangau Wagner imagined as the 
Grail Castle. Confiding in his private journal Wagner even went so far as 
to exclaim that the King “exceeds everything imaginable. He is Me, in a 
new, handsome, youthful rebirth ...My final glorious task in life is now, 
in achievement, to rise completely to this wonderful trust.”"* 

Nonetheless, beneath these absurd effusions, beneath this patina of 
somnolent myth, the monarch and the composer were striving to bring 
about something very rare and precious in the social sphere. Through 
ennobling symbolism and the grace of music they were conspiring to 
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usher in an enlightened realm, where pure and selfless sentiments could 
take precedence over the unending struggle for comfort and commodi- 
ties. The revolution was dead, but at the other extreme of the political 
spectrum a true monarch lived! With such notions in mind the firebrand 
and the dilettante had no trouble finding common ground. 

Events, however, were soon to drive them apart. Within ministerial 
circles there was growing resentment at Wagner’s influence with the 
King. For a mere musician his personal expenses, drawn entirely from 
the State purse, seemed outrageous. There was talk, too, of a monumen- 
tal theater being built in the Munich Glaspalast for eventual perform- 
ances of the Ring. Wagner’s friend, the architect Gottfried Semper (who 
had designed the Duke of Wellington’s hulking funeral car) was rumored 
already to be at work on the plans. Finally there was a buzz of gossip to 
the effect that Wagner’s relationship with Frau Cosima van Biilow was 
not, in the King’s own words, “quite kosher.” As indeed it was not. Then 
with transiting o& opposing Wagner’s natal @ all of this antagonism sur- 
faced in the form of a libelous attack on the composer, published 26 No- 
vember 1865 in the Munich Volksbote. Unwisely Wagner replied in 
kind, even going so far as to call to account certain members of the royal 
cabinet itself. This rash action made his position in Bavaria quite unten- 
able, and two weeks later he once more had to take up the way of an ex- 
ile. But after all this was not 1849. For one thing Wagner was assured of 
a comfortable annual income, courtesy of King Ludwig; for another, he 
would soon find idyllic circumstances at Triebschen near Lucerne, once 
more within neighborly distance of Munich. 

“This love of the King’s,” Wagner wrote in 1865, “does seem a veri- 
table martyr’s crown.”"” And Ludwig in 1883 wrote of Wagner, “I have 
rescued him, and now hope that | have preserved for the world, in him, 
one of my best works.””” This man, who built spindly castles in the thin 
Bavarian air, could take comfort between gusts of madness in the fact 
that he had helped his Great Friend bring Valhalla to the stage. 

Even as they uplifted him, o” and ¥ brought him low. Closely watched 
on a pitchblack night is the albino circling crow. 


N 26 AUGUST 1865 Richard Wagner received a letter from 
the King asking the composer to tell him something of his 
plans for the opera Parsifal. Weary of “the narrow circle of 
everyday banality”, Ludwig was longing for a fresh mythology 
and he implored Wagner to “quench this burning thirst.” For some time 
Wagner himself had been in a gloomy state of mind, but the King’s re- 
quest suddenly perked him up, and on the very next day he began to draft 
the libretto for what was to be his last great work. This prose scenario, 
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which fills 28 closely written pages, was completed on 30 August with 
the words “There! That was help in the hour of need!!!” 

In those four days of fevered concentration—@ and o” were squaring 
% and \K respectively—Wagner succeeded in articulating a vision to- 
wards which he had been groping for twenty years. During the summer 
of 1845, a few months after orchestrating Tannhduser, he had read Wolf- 
ram von Eschenbach’s Parzival and recognized in the legend of the Holy 
Grail the distant prospect of his last work. Over the intervening years in 
jottings and letters he gives evidence of what he himself called “an ex- 
traordinary process of generation,” whereby the unwieldy Middle High 
German epic was little by little shaped to manageable proportions. In this 
case Wagner was quite prepared to let the material ripen on its own good 
time. “I shall put it off as long as I can” he wrote, “and I concern myself 
with it only when it forces me to.” But finally in August 1865 one of 
those moments of forcing had come. At 20° } the composer’s P was be- 
ing activated by hard transits from 9, retrograding at 21° Tf, and from 4 
at 19° x. Together, intellect and inspiration were drawing up imagery 
from the deepest strata of consciousness, from the realm of interminable 
suffering, where once upon a time a brotherhood of knights had built a 
castle called Montsalvat. 

Set high in the mountains in a country much like Spain, Montsalvat 
was meant to house the two most precious relics in all of Christendom— 
the cup from which Christ drank at the Last Supper, and the spear which 
later pierced his side, But a terrible thing had happened. In the valley 
beyond Montsalvat an evil sorcerer named Klingsor had built a castle of 
his own and in this magic keep he sought with sensual allurements to 
trap the guardian knights. Now there came a time when the kingship of 
the Grail passed to the young Amfortas, who thereupon went to do battle 
with Klingsor. Unhappily Amfortas betrayed his mission by allowing 
himself to be seduced by Klingsor’s minion, Kundry. While these two 
lay together Klingsor snatched up the holy spear and dealt Amfortas a 
wound that has ever since refused to heal. No herb or salve can ease his 
agony. Only a guileless fool, whose sole path to knowledge is through 
pity, can help him. For this simple Amfortas must wait, pining, while his 
kingdom falls to ruin. 

Yet even while still offstage the holy fool gets off to a bad start by 
putting an arrow through a wild swan. Horns trailing off above a drum 
roll, the swan sinks to the ground, lifeless, before some assembled 
knights. Apprehended, the culprit is questioned roughly, for he has vio- 
lated the sanctity of the Grail’s domain. But he is a brash youth and feels 
no guilt at all. “I hit everything in flight,” he boasts proudly. Questioned 
further, he can give no real account of himself, except to say that a long 
tine ago some knights rode by, and wanting to be just like them, he ran 
after, got lost, and had to fend for himself in the wilderness. Existing so, 
he has even forgotten his name. 
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Of course the knights are smart enough to realize that no-one just 
wanders into Monsalvat by chance, and suspecting that the stranger 
might even be the chosen healer, they lead him to the castle itself, where 
there is to be a quasi-eucharistic celebration. Amfortas is borne into the 
great hall on a litter. As king he is pressed to reveal the Grail but he 
shrinks from the task, because the mere sight of the relic causes him 
boundless torment. In its presence he feels the spring of bliss flowing 
into his heart, but then in an instant there is a contrary downward gush 
into the world of savage lust and his spear-wound bleeds anew. The 
nameless youth watches all of this in dumb wonderment, yet in the 
course of the king’s lament he instinctively presses his hand to his own 
heart. Afterwards, the Grail again concealed, the hall emptied, he seems 
none the wiser and the knights turn him out into the world with the part- 
ing advice that he leave the swans in peace. 

The next encounter, which is set in Klingsor’s shrouded castle, will 
sorely test the fool’s resolve. Now a mighty warrior, he is heard offstage 
storming the ramparts and scattering the zombie defenders, but Klingsor 
grows ever more gleeful as his opponent approaches, for he is sacrificing 
his own forces only to bait the trap. Now the fool in the full flush of tri- 
umph stumbles upon a luxurious tropical garden and there, lying on a 
bed of flowers, clad in a revealing, fanciful garment, “rather in the Ara- 
bian style”, is Kundry, rose of hell. 

She calls to him by the very name his father gave him, Parsifal, and 
then insinuates herself by summoning up memories of his mother’s gen- 
tle caresses, the warm dew of tears, her grief at his absence. At last she 
forgives him with a long, more or less incestuous kiss. But Parsifal sun- 
ders Kundry’s spell with a gesture of extreme fear. He clutches at his 
heart, for all he can feel is the wound of Amfortas, which was delivered 
in just these circumstances. Parsifal bemoans his negligence at the Grail 
castle, where he simply gazed upon the king’s agony, even though he 
heard his plea for healing. Infused now with a mixture of guilt and ec- 
stasy, Parsifal can only feel compassion for Kundry and he counsels her 
that salvation will never be granted until the spring of desire dries up. 
Despairing of her own wiles, Kundry calls upon Klingsor himself to deal 
with this fellow. The magician appears on the ramparts and hurls at Par- 
sifal the spear he seized from Amfortas. But—miracle!—it only hovers 
in the air above the pure fool’s head. Parsifal grasps it and makes the 
sign of the cross. With massive brass Klingsor’ s stronghold comes 
crashing to the ground. 

It takes more years of wandering but at last the pure fool finds his 
way back to the Grail’s domain, to Montsalvat, which lies in sad ruina- 
tion. As before, he is chided by an old knight, who says that one 
shouldn’t bear arms on holy ground. Parsifal obliges by thrusting his 
spear into the ground and then he removes his helmet. With dawning 
wonder he is recognized. Parsifal recounts the story of his trials, of the 
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paths into error that he followed, but he reveals that he always kept the 
holy spear undefiled by his side and now at last he has come to bring re- 
demption to the suffering king. Will the knights take him to Amfortas 
today, on Good Friday? 


The Redeemer Redeemed 
Inner cirele Outer circle 
Wagner completes First performance 
sketch for Parsifal of Parsifal 
6:00 PM LMT 9:00 PM LMT 
30 August 1865 26 July 1882 
Munich: 48N08, 11E34 Bayreuth: 49NS7, 11E35 


While Parsifal is ritually divested of his armor, a penitent in coarse 
garb named Kundry bathes his feet and anoints him, uttering not a word, 
and in the meantime the fields and forests are beginning to glow in the 
morning light. Again the knights appear in procession, bearing the Grail 
concealed in its shrine. Again Amfortas shrinks from performing his of- 
fice, even to the point of calling upon the assembled knights to kill him 
in their mercy. At this very moment, though, Parsifal steps forward and 
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touches Amfortas’ side with the tip of the spear. There is a healing. Then 
Parsifal himself takes the Grail from its shrine. As the relic glows with 
increasing brilliance a dove descends and a choir on high extols the 
Highest Holy Wonder of the Redeemer Redeemed... 

With Parsifal once sketched in prose outline the composer found that 
reality had “again to be overcome, whole and naked”, and twelve more 
years would pass—the years of Meistersinger and Gétterddmmerung— 
before he resumed work on the redemptive legend. In these intervening 
works he experimented with counterpoint and orchestral colour on a vast 
scale.”' Then in January 1877 Wagner turned again towards the “un- 
thinkable culmination” of his life’s work. Within three months’ time he 
had rendered Parsifal in verse form and in the following year at the age 
of 65 he took up the task of composition. Striving to express himself with 
the utmost pregnancy and precision, Wagner used only a few musical 
motifs, transposing and arranging these in an austere, impersonal man- 
ner, as in church music from the time of Bach. He wanted an effect “like 
layers of cloud, separating and re-forming. For this purpose the blending 
of wind instruments with its subdued luminescence (is) quite unprece- 
dented. The music conjures up pale colors that glow with brilliant inten- 
sity in moments of crisis, only to fade into obscurity once more.” By 
April 1879 the orchestral score was sketched. With retrograde { at 0°08” 
T? in exact square to his I] ©, Wagner had seen the creative process 
through to its end. Soon he could lay down his pen. 

Meanwhile, with financial help from King Ludwig and with subscrip- 
tion monies raised by Cosima, his % wife, the composer had also realized 
his great dream of raising a festival theater dedicated solely to the per- 
formance of his own works. Set on gentle hill overlooking the town of 
Bayreuth, Wagner’s theater first open in August 1876. Almost overnight 
it became a cult center for music lovers and German nationalists alike. 
Awakening to the commercial potential in all of this, Bayreuth put on a 
coat of fresh paint and by 1882, when Parsifal was first performed there, 
its shop windows were full of “Richard Wagner pens”. In its taverns a 
sparkling wine was being served by the name of “Klingsor’s magic po- 
tion”, and at the tobacconist “Parsifal cigars” were going at 56 marks per 
thousand. In short order Bayreuth had come to resemble “a kind of 


al Wagner has also succeeded in refining his own operatic innovation, the leit- 
motif. Used in the previous parts of the Ring in a fairly straightforward and even 
mechanical manner, by the time of Gétterddmmerung the technique has become 
so advanced that “each situation or aspect of a particular character now requires 
a searching combination of motivic ‘germs' to satisfy it: there is no one motif for 
any one situation or character.” With this achievement Wagner was ready to 
deal with the inward and subtle cross-weavings of Parsifal. 

 Gregor-Dellin p. 479. 
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Lourdes theatre and miraculous grotto for the voracious credulity of a 
decadent world.” 

For his last opera Wagner had invented the awkward term Biihnen- 
weihfestspiel—festival play of consecration—as if to imply that it had 
some quasi-liturgical status. There was thus an aura of mystery surround- 
ing Parsifal as preparations were made for its first performance. On 22 
July 1882 there was a general rehearsal of the second and third acts. On 
the following day there was another rehearsal of the entire work. On the 
25" a full banquet was held in the newly renovated theater restaurant for 
the personnel and the Patrons, whom Wagner addressed expansively. 
Then on the 26" the first of sixteen successive performances was given. 

Astrologically what we must appreciate in all of this is that on 21 July 
P, having tenanted & for three decades, made ingress into II for the first 
time. Thus, on the occasion of Parsifal's premier performance BP. was 
closely conjoining the composer’s ©. Here on the personal level we can 
see the fulfillment of a 30-year developmental cycle in an old man’s con- 
summate outpouring of power. 

Yet Parsifal has broader cultural significance as the swan-song for 
that whole epoch when P labored in detriment under the rulership of 9. 
How it must have frustrated that grump from the underworld when his 
lava kept turning to money! How frustrating, when even the blossoms 
thrived on his fumes! What greatness could be achieved in those decades 
was of a “turbid, suffering kind; disillusioned, yet bitterly, fanatically 
aware of truth; conscious too of the brief, incredulous bliss to be 
snatched from beauty as she flies.”™ Smug in its grandiosity, often be- 
numbed by its own crassness, it was an age in desperate need of airing, 
Quickly it would be swept away by the clamoring media and by wars. 
But there in the twilight, clad in black armor, stood Parsifal, summing 
up: 

a whole world of color and fancy, love-sick for death and beauty, the 
western world of high and late romanticism; a pessimistic world, 
adept in strange intoxicants and refinements of the senses, fanatically 
addicted to all sorts of aesthetical speculations and combinations; in 
..dreams of the correspondence and inner relation between colors, 
sounds and odors, of the mystical transformations of the mingled 
senses,” 


And who would be so churlish as to note the slight 
drooping of this beautiful, last rose? 


3 Mann, Thomas. “The Sufferings & Greatness of Richard Wagner” in Past 
Masters & Other Papers. Freeport, NY: Books for Libraries Press, 1933. p. 68. 
4 Ibid, p. 16. 

*5 Ibid. pp. 93-94 
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N SEEKING to portray the mystery of healing upon the operatic 
stage Richard Wagner quite frankly was courting ridicule. At the 
very least such a project was sure to confuse the general public, for 
opera was preeminently a vehicle for the grand passions. Only Mo- 
zart in The Magic Flute and Beethoven in Fidelio had considered the 
yearning for human liberation as sufficient motor for their plots. Now 
Wagner, using knightly icons, was proposing to dramatize the redeeming 
activity of selfless love. But what could be less dramatic than that? 

Astrologers will recognize in Wagner’s last work an ascension from 
the orbit of 2, where the physical senses mediate harmonious exchange, 
to that of ¥, whose subtle action carries the vibration of @ to its highest 
pitch and releases it from the clutches of desire, releases it from the old- 
known marriage with Mars. In this transition there is a fading away of 
personal satisfaction even in the most rarified expressions of feeling. The 
Grail, in Virginia Woolf's beautiful phrase, “seems to burn through all 
superincumbrances.” Gradually the senses themselves are transformed, 
becoming true servants of the soul. Such a delicate process, however, is 
not without its perils.,As the heart opens it is likely to be flooded with 
chaotic, wretched feelings, which, because they ooze out of the human 
condition itself, have no obvious, remediable source; and in reaction 
there surges up a longing for the familiar, sensual world. Until the initiate 
is firmly seated in this higher sphere, there always exists the danger of 
being pulled down into the lower orbit, of once again identifying wholly 
with the senses and thus of veiling over the fledgling tenderness. In this 
way, even though they share the same essence as tone and overtone, 2 
and ¥ can be construed as polar opposites, if not actual antagonists. 

Now in the tug between these two planetary centers there is some 
dramatic potential, but clearly it cannot take the form of a conventional 
love story. Sacrificed is the fleshy hugger-mugger of attraction and re- 
pulsion; quaintly, what remains at issue is the initiate’s vacuous chastity. 
That Parsifal simply resists the woman’s blandishments, that he staves 
off her advances with all his virginal might—for this stainless immobility 
of his, which is not however puritanical—a well-disposed audience 
should experience some eerie, pallid catharsis.”° 


°° As one very well disposed to Parsifal, Claude Levi-Strauss (“From Chretien 
de Troyes to Richard Wagner” in The View From Afar. Trans. J. Neugroschel 
and P. Hoss. N.Y.: Basic Books. 1983) notes that Wagner in his treatment of the 
old Grail stories "simultaneously surpassed, reshaped, and integrated them. He 
produced a synthesis that retains their flavor as myths, making his Parsifa/ an 
original variant, alongside all those fashioned over the centuries on the basis of 
primal material lost in the mists of time.” According to Levi-Strauss, “Wagner's 
genius anticipated by a good century the synthesis of universal myths that no 
one had ever before dreamed of connecting.” In his last music-drama the com- 
poser succeeds in mediating the Oedipal world of Klingsor, where communica- 
tion is “too direct, too rapid, and therefore fatally virulent” and the Percevalian 
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By the time Wagner took up the Parsifal story the Romantic era was 
manifestly in decline. With P transiting the signs ruled by o and @ the 
visionaries of the time had vaunted their own unique selfhood, pursuing 
the heights of exaltation in a deluge of feeling and sense impression. 
They had striven for the infinite, paradoxically, by magnifying the ordi- 
nary human passions out of all proportion. Yet even so, having raked the 
world over for the most consuming, most ravishing of experiences, they 
still were brought up short against a barrier that their egos could not 
cross: that of their own mortality. No matter how much they reveled in 
the heroism of T or the indulgence of 8, they could not assuage that ul- 
timate fear, and thus for all their posturing these romantics at last ex- 
hausted themselves and turned, many of them, to nihilism, whether in the 
form of golden-age nostalgia or ethical collapse. 

As much as any of his contemporaries Richard Wagner had climbed 
the heights of stormy heroism, but he was among the first to recognize 
that the world would not be redeemed by the sword—not by revolution- 
aries, not even by an armed innocent like the Siegfried of his Ring cycle. 
Far from impervious to nihilism himself, Wagner in the later years did 
his part to poison Europe with his cranky anti-Semitism. Yet where the 
light of his genius shone brightest he could discern the outlines of a new 
world order founded, not on national exclusivity, but on universal com- 
passion. Towards the very end of the Romantic era Wagner, in Parsifal, 
was secking “to open other and more profound doors into the future. It 
represented perhaps a moment of pause in the spiritual evolution of 
Europe, also taking in elements of the philosophies of the East, elements 
which were essentially non-assertive, non-dogmatic, non-possessive.””” 
The spear borne by Wagner’s last hero was thus meant to heal all the 
wounds it had previously inflicted. 

But Europe would not pause for long. Already the assassin was sharpen- 
ing his quill. 


world of Amfortas, where communication is overly slow, if not interrupted, 
causing "inertia and sterility”. Through a surge of pity Parsifal escapes the ex- 
tremes of manic laughter and frozen silence. 

On the other hand, for a contemporary psycho-historian like Melvin Kalfus 
(“Richard Wagner as Cult Hero: The Tannhaéuser Who Would Be Siegfried” 
Journal of Psychohistory IL 1984), who is absolutely not well disposed to Parsi- 
fal, Richard Wagner is simply typical of the run of nineteenth-century men, in 
that “he was unable to accept both sensuality and spirituality as appropriate ex- 
pressions of the human personality, but rather felt compelled to choose between 
them.” Denying any inherent tension between Eros and Psyche, Kalfus con- 
cludes that “it is sheer castration fear that drives Parsifal into the rejection of 
woman’s love and tums him into the celibate Knight Templar guarding the 
Grail.” For this author the delicate tension between @ and ¥ is reduced to a 
melodrama featuring > and o*. 

77 James, B. Wagner & the Romantic Disaster. New York: Hippocrene Books. 1983. p. 
169. My italics. 
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PATRICE GUINARD ph.v.' 


The Mystification of Statistics 


The critique of astrology based on the theme of its 
impossibility rests on vain and frivolous premises. (Ptolemy) 


STROLOGY need not be "proved" because it has no need for 
external justification to exist, has had no such need for millen- 
nia, due above all to the fact that efforts in that regard are in 
contradiction to its nature. The development of statistical re- 
search has come to bear significantly on this point since the beginning of 
this century’, first in France and subsequently in Germany, more recently 
in England and the United States. One might well question the interest in 
astrology of such research and the pertinence of its "results," ranging 
from the summary investigations of Paul Choisnard (1901), Henri Selva , 
the German Herbert von Kléckler (1927), the Swiss Karl Krafft (1939), 
or Léon Lasson’ to the more sophisticated research of the American 


' Translation by Matyas Becvarov. In the interest of expediency, works origi- 
nally published in English and used in French translation are cited in the lan- 
guage of the translation, without reference to the original English title. For the 
most part, texts from those works have been prepared on the basis of the transla- 
tion rather than quoted from the English originals, which explains any possible 
divergence of the citations from the author's text. The translator hopes that this 
practice honors the content of the original completely, even if it diverges at 
joints from literal transmission. 
~ Astrological practitioners, be they Babylonian, Greek, Arab, or medieval, have 
always "done statistics" in order to establish correlations, whether they left visi- 
ble traces of the process or not, but without the presumption of judging on the 
basis of those calculations the base assumptions of astrology and the ensemble 
of its operative structures: "I have drawn the charts of more than four hundred 
blind or one-eyed people... per 100 one-eyed or blind people there are more than 
80 who have at their birth the two luminaries either conjunct, in opposition, or 
squared." (Eustache Lenoble, Uranie, ou les Tableaux des philosophes (1697), 
subsequent publication Paris, Pierre Ribou, 1718, pp. 329-330). 
* His statistical works, based on the daily movement of the planets, although 
founded on limited samples, announce the "curves" of Gauquelin and emphasize 
the presence, above the average, in the aspects of the natal chart of a specific 
planet which indicates the socio-professional activity of the native: o” for mili- 
tary people, ? in the case of artists, » for scholars, ¥ for mystics... (in Ceux qui 
nous guident, Paris, René Debresse, 1946). 
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Donald Bradley (1950), Michel Gauquelin (1955), the Englishman John 
Addey (1976) and of their French, German and Anglo-Saxon emulators. 

Statistics uses a bipartite approach: on the one hand, astrological ma- 
terial to be submitted to testing and constituted of factors isolated from 
their astrological context (i.e., divorced from their functional role in the 
context of the natal chart), and on the other hand, a conditioning grid of 
psychological characteristics, "character traits," or socio-professional 
occupations. The result is what the statistician of astrology calls a statis- 
tical "fact." The artificial partitioning introduced by the use of the statis- 
tical grid does not jive with the demarcations produced by the action of 
astrological operands. Moreover, the binary relationship supposedly in- 
tended to render the series of astrological factors correspondent to the 
empirical grid, proceeds from a dualist method in absolute contradiction 
to the pluralist logic of astrology. 

From this misadaptation of statistical methods to astrological reality, 
and in particular from their incapacity to test an object holistically, re- 
sults a flattening of astrological symbolism and a degeneration of its 
operative structures into obsolete dualisms. What is more, the treatment 
of samples that necessarily define the value horizon can only mire astral 
incidence in the entropic disorder typical of quantitative analysis and in 
effects of mass, To attempt to "prove" astrology through the use of statis- 
tics derives, quite simply, from mystification." 

It is an illusion to test a premise such as "Aries is impulsive and hot- 
tempered" because there is no such thing as Aries. The natal chart is a 
complex of disparate tendencies. T as a discrete entity is simply an im- 
age, a metaphor, a symbol, which astrology uses as such. The premise 
itself is a metaphor: it is only relative to other, similar premises, such as, 
"Taurus is persistent" or "Gemini is persuasive." There is no astrological 
statement that is not relative to other statements of like nature, for what is 
at issue here is not the interpretation that stipulates the impulsiveness of 
T, but rather the existence of an T quality which simultaneously differ- 
entiates itself from a & quality and a I quality... and from a quality, 


* The skeptic Geoffrey Dean and his team have gone through a hundred statisti- 
cal tests with a fine-toothed comb, tests which relate to all branches of astrology, 
all of which have ended in the pathetic refrain: "no significant results." How- 
ever, in conclusion to tests on the Zodiacal signs: "The s igns have no relation to 
the fundamental factors of personality. If the essential principle of the signs is 
central for astrological theory, then that theory is not valid." (in Recent Advances 
in Natal Astrology, Subiaco (Australia), Analogic, 1977, p. 123). But with a 
"non-statistical" test (the performance of which requires no previous statistical 
preparation), the results of which were largely positive, four eminent British 
astrologers were able correctly to identify 8 solar signs (the odds: | in 12) 
among a group of 12 people (report in the journal News of the World, 12 Octo- 
ber, 1975). Dean concluded that the cause was either "coincidence" or "telepa- 
thy! (cf. op. cit, p. 136). 
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i.e. one that is defined in terms of impulsiveness and aggression only in 
relation to the eleven other qualitative attributions among the Signs. 

Astro-statistics misses the difference between a fact and a symbol; it 
arbitrarily isolates elements from their context and renders binary a con- 
ception of reality that in essence is matrix-based. In astrology, there are 
only differentiating structures, even if the discourse of astrology, due to 
the linear nature of language, cannot develop except under the form of 
indicative propositions and relations between symbols, which process 
illustrates the underlying operative structures. Its descriptions are in a 
certain sense only documentation that permits the recognition and com- 
prehension of astral reality. Put another way, the astrologer cannot ques- 
tion whether or not his base assumptions are verifiable, but he can indeed 
ask himself questions about the ¢rustworthiness of matrix-based struc- 
tures and the models he uses. 

The "results" of the initial work done by Michel Gauquelin’ merely 
serve to corroborate—partially and laboriously—what the astrologer 
already knows, without invalidating anything at all. How could it be 
otherwise? If the "Gauquelin curve" only applies to four or five planets, 
then the problem is not that they exercise an influence that the others do 
not, but rather that the methodology is inadequate to the subject in the 
framework of its totality.° 

The notion of "professional category" is confused: social legitimacy 
cannot really be considered as the sole criterion of reference for a poten- 
tial tendency. More than that: who is a musician? The composer, the 
interpreter or the music-lover? A socio-professional category can cover 
semantically disparate tendencies: a cardinal and a country vicar, despite 
the fact that both belong to the category "priest," are often in possession 
of very different psychic dispositions and motivations. Moreover, the 
"choice" of a profession depends on a host of factors other than astro- 
logical ones, be they hereditary, familial, or relative to life circumstances 
and the constraints of social life.’ 

Data revealing "psychological traits" are also uncertain: how can one 
determine that an individual is introverted or extroverted, shy or bold, 
selfish or altruistic, pleasant, polite, persistent... if not through an artifi- 
cial method a very long way behind the times in relation to experimental 


5 Cf. particularly Les hommes et les astres, Paris, Denoél, 1960. The works of 
his followers in France appear as an Ersatz of lower level, and his methodologi- 
cal principles are not respected, especially with regard to sampling. 

° Every practitioner of astrology knows that angular aspects in the natal chart are 
not the only instance of a planet's value, nor does the sun sign alone determine 
zodiacal value. 

7 The "Mars effect" of the Gauquelins, which fascinates the British Isles, has 
become their only important influence there: it could be called the Gauquelin 
effect on Anglo-Saxon astro-statistics. 
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psychology?* Astro-statistics utilizes questionnaires, ostensibly designed 
to discern personality: a particular character value is defined by a per- 
centage of positive responses to a certain number of empirical questions. 
Complicated methods of data manipulation and analysis give birth to 
simplistic interpretations and illusory results. This inadequate procedure 
masks an inadequacy of thought, if not indeed a vacuity of thought. As- 
tro-statistics remains a prisoner of a "garden club" kind of psychology. 

The recent proliferation of astro-statistics and its possible introduction 
into university departments brings with it the risk that astrology may be 
aligned along the present technico-scientific paradigm, which would 
denature it without transfiguring it. Kepler, who defended an experimen- 
tal conception of astrology—and despite whatever one might think of his 
minimalist model—had a matrix-based vision of reality, particularly in 
regard to astronomy (cosmic harmony, eurhythmy of the planetary 
Spheres, a weighted organization of the aspects, structural coherence...), 
a standpoint that seems completely foreign to the conceptual framework 
of current investigators. Astrology needs a language and its own space, 
not "confirmations"; it needs concepts, not "facts." 

Statistics, whatever its own degree of "scientificity," cannot have as 
its function adjudication concerning the validity of any discipline—or its 
lack thereof. Astro-statistics takes liberties that are not tolerated in any 
other domain. We have on our hands here the case of a dubious branch of 
the scientific endeavor which lays down the law about a particular disci- 
pline—astrology—in the name of another branch of knowledge, i.e. "sci- 
ence" in its totality, the base assumptions of which have never been 
proven, nor even formulated, and despite the fact that it has been shown 
that to prove or formulate them would be extremely difficult. In other 
words, we have here an instance of the use of science as ideology. 

Astro-statistics, which dresses itself up from the ragbag of science, 
plasters its dualist whimsies and dubious extrapolations on a body of 
knowledge that produces the precise effect of awakening the mind to 
non-dualist distinctions. It is a caricature of any truly respectable psycho- 
logical research. Astro-statisticians, who work hard to bring about the 
eclipse of astrology, appear to be just one more species in the roster of 
parasites on astrology. The observation made by the mathematician and 
philosopher Alfred Whitehead seems applicable to their case: "Obscur- 
antists in any generation are in general represented by the majority of 
those who practice the dominant methodology. Today, it is scientific 
methods which predominate and the men of science who are the obscur- 
antists."” 


5 Gauquelin related the recurrences to biographical portraits. 
° Alfred Whitehead, La fonction de la raison, French translation published by 
Payot, 1969, pp. 133-134. 
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Moral and Ideological Quibbling 


We no longer believe in a God who has barred the path to the 
sun above Ajalon. We no longer believe in the angels and the 
demons of the planets. We no longer believe in the "laws" that 
the rationalists wish to calculate for us. We believe today only 
in qualities which are incomprehensible, but which exist. 
(Will Erich Peuckert: L‘Astrologie) 


=} HE PRINCIPLE arguments of the permanent repository aimed 
SY, against astrology, from the Greek Skeptics to the rationalists 
US and materialists of today, are not analyzed here in order to "jus- 
) tify" astrology to its detractors, but rather to attempt an under- 
standing of the real causes for its rejection, which causes appear quite 
clearly to be based on recourse to morality, be its inspiration philosophi- 
cal, religious or ideological. Under this heading may be grouped the phi- 
losophical skepticism of Carneades, Panetius, Cicero or Sextus Empiri- 
cus, the Christian moralism of St. Augustine, Gregory of Nicea, Sava- 
narola or Calvin, the individualist humanism of Petrarch or Pico della 
Mirandola, the ideological rationalism of Mersenne, Gassendi, Bayle or 
Voltaire, and modern materialism. 

While Buddhism and Hinduism accommodate themselves to astrol- 
ogy quite effortlessly, that has never been the case with Judeo-Christian- 
Islamic monotheism and its idea of transcendence of a single and re- 
vealed God.'° Judaism, in its struggle against proto-astrological polythe- 
ism, omnipresent from the second millennium in the Mediterranean Ba- 
sin, devoted itself to the break between man and his natural environment. 
This is what it calls the Alliance. The natural and universal order, imma- 
nent to the world, shared by all people and individualized in each person, 
the ancestor of the Logos of Heraclitus, was replaced by Mosaic Law 
with its commandments. As Nietzsche points out in The Antichrist and 
elsewhere, this substitution resulted in religion, morality and history 
becoming denatured.'' The invectives and threats of the prophet Isaiah 


© René Berthelot has designated by the term "astrobiology" that conception of 
the world common at the time of its origin to Asiatic peoples, which has only 
been displaced with the coming of the scientific age. (in: La pensée de l’Asie et 
lastrobiologie, 1938; Payot, 1972, p. 66.) 

'! The Jews "have transformed themselves into a living antithesis of natural 
conditions. They have successively inverted, in an irremediable way, religion, 
religious practice, morality, history, psychology into the exact opposite of their 
natural values." (in Antéchrist, Oeuvres philosophiques completes, vol. 8.1, 
French translation by Jean-Claude Hémery, Gallimard, 1974, p. 181.) "Christian 
symbolism rests upon Jewish symbolism, which had already dissolved all of 
reality into a non-nature and a holy unreality... which wants no more at all to 
perceive the reality of history, which was no longer interested in natural suc- 
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do not spare astrologers: "Those who divide up the heavens, read in the 
stars and make known with each new moon what is destined to happen to 
you... shall be as straw, and fire shall consume them."”? A similar state of 
mind inspires the warning of the compiler of Deuteronomy: "Do not raise 
your eyes to the heavens, to look at the sun, the moon and the Stars, the 
whole heavenly host, and let yourselves be led to prostrate yourselves 
before them and to serve them." 

Eight centuries later, in an epoch when astrology, mixed with Stoi- 
cism, appeared as the predominant metaphysical conception of the Medi- 
terranean Basin, Paul, the founder of Christianity, exhorts his listeners to 
abandon their "idolatrous" practices: "You observe religiously the days, 
the months, the seasons, the years! You make me fearful that I have 
worked for you entirely in vain!"'* Paulist doctrine requires, in order to 
rescue Christian faith from its limbo, a thorough-going condemnation of 
pagan mythology and philosophy, polytheistic cults, and astrology: "Be 
watchful that none take you in the trap of philosophy, that hollow decep- 
tion under the banner of the tradition of men, of forces which rule the 
universe, but not of Christ."'* The preacher invites his listeners to liberate 
themselves from the "powers" and the "elements of the earth,"'® from 
earthly or celestial gods, from Egyptian "animalism" and from Babylo- 
nian astrology. 

The Sophist and Skeptic Favorinus of Arles (852-160), a gossip in the 
know and an "illustrious mediocrity,"'” attempts to demonstrate the use- 
lessness of "Chaldean" prediction: "They predict what will happen, both 
good and bad, If they predict good fortune and they are mistaken, you 
will become unhappy by waiting in vain; if they predict misfortune and 
they lie, you will be unhappy by being fearful in vain; if, on the other 
hand, their prediction is true but does not correspond to your hopes, you 
will be unhappy because of the thought even before destiny makes you 
so in fact. If they promise you success and it happens to you, two prob- 
lems still present themselves: not only will you tire yourself waiting anx- 


cess." (in Fragments posthumes, autumn 1887—March 1888, vol. | 1.359, Oeu- 
vres philosophiques completes, vol. 13, French translation by Pierre Klossowski 
and Henri-Alexis Baatsch, Gallimard, 1976, p. 335.) 

'? fisaie, 47.13-14, in the ecumenical translation of the Bible by Sociétés Bib- 
liques, 1980. This passage, used by Origen to refute astrological fatalism in his 
Commentary on Genesis, has without fail been taken up again by the majority of 
Christian opponents to astrology. (cf. also Isaiah 46.1-2 and Jeremiah 10.2...) 

'’ Deutéronome 4.19, op. cit. 

"' Paul, Epitre aux Galates, 4.10-111, op. cit. 

'S Paul, Epitre aux Colossiens, 2.8, op. cit. 

'S Paul, Epitre aux Romains, 8.38, Epitre aux Galates, 4.3 and Epitre aux Co- 
lossiens, 2.20, op. cit. 

’ David Amand, Fatalisme et liberté dans I'Antiquité grecque, Louvain, Biblio- 
théque de l'Université & Paris, Desclée de Brouwer, 1945, p. 97. 
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iously in hope, but hope itself will rob you of the fruit to be born of the 
joy when the event takes place."'* A faulty understanding of the nature of 
astrology leads the logician Karl Popper to maintain a similar vein of 
reasoning: if our destiny can be predicted by astrology, how can it help 
us to escape that destiny?" This line of thought is another thread from 
Carneades' refrain that astrology suppresses liberty and makes of man 
nothing more than a puppet in the hands of destiny. 

Christian theologians seized this idea, adapted it to the so-called 
Pauline liberation and converted it into a dogma: free will. Origen, the 
elder contemporary of Plotinus~” admitted a certain influence on the part 
of the stars over the formation of character, but developed a distinction 
between predictive star-signs and operative star-causes,' and de- 
nounced in the name of freedom of conscience the fatalistic attitude of 
those who calculate horoscopes.” 

Acceptance of the star as the "sign" of something factual, circumstan- 
tial or existential at first by the Fathers of the Church,” then by Christian 


'8 In Aulus Gellius, Les nuits attiques, XIV 1.35, French translation published 
by Belles Lettres, vol. 3, p. 127. Inverse reasoning by the author of a Greek 
treatise of the same epoch, On Predictive Astrology, falsely attributed to Lucian 
of Samosata: "Pleasant predictions give joy, and one can more easily mollify ills 
that one foresees, moreover they do not surprise one as much, and are easier to 
bear." (i cien of Samosata, Oeuvres, French translation by Nicolas Perrot, 
2nd. ed., Paris, 1655, vol. 1, p. 590.) Cf. also Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos 1, 3. 

"" in The Open Society and Its Enemies, London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 
1945, vol. 2, p. 244. 

20 For the similarity between the astrological notions of Plotinus and Origen, cf. 
David Amand, op. cit., pp. 157-163 and pp. 275-325. 

2! It is possible that Origen and Plotinus make this distinction between the 
sémainein and the poiein of the stars (and their notion of astrology, as well) due 
to the influence of their common teacher, Ammonios Saccas, the founder of the 
first Neo-Platonic school. The idea goes back to Posidonios (cf. David Amand, 
op. cit., p. 161, who refers to Erwin Pfeiffer, Studien zum antiken Sternglauben, 
Leipzig, Teubner, 1916), and same idea is found in Philo of Alexandria and in 
the Valentinian gnostic Theodotos (2" century A.D.), who emphasizes in his 
writings that the stars do nothing, but only indicate the influences of powers 
which conflict among themselves. Theodotos also affirms the abolition of hei- 
marméné (the astrological concept of destiny) through the coming of Christ: 
"This is why a strange new star rose up which broke the ancient power of the 
constellations... Until the moment of baptism, heimarméné is real and exerts its 
power; but after baptism, it is powerless, and the astrologers can no longer say 
anything valid." (These revealing statements are reported by Clement of Alex- 
andria in his Excerpta ex Theodoto (74 and 78), and are mentioned by David 
Amand in op. cit., pp. 26-27. 

22 __which should not be confused with the concept of free will. 

2 For the anti-astrological arguments of the Church Fathers, cf. David Amand, 
op. cit, and Utto Riedinger, Die heilige Schrift im Kampf der griechischen 
Kirche gegen die Astrologie, Innsbruck, Wagner Universitat, 1956. 
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theologians up to the 17" century, resulted in the notions and praxis of 
astrology being relegated to the category of divination, be it augural, 
conjectural, prophetic or predictive and to dispossess the astral impres- 
sion (i.e. the mark of psychic impregnation made by the astral operands) 
of its true power. Moreover, the opportunity to arrive at a comprehensive 
understanding of their individual and collective manifestations was dis- 
carded. That policy was continued by their rationalist successors. 
Astrology's adversaries, beginning with Pico della Mirandola, have 
never stopped maintaining a confusion between astrology and astro- 
mancy.* Astrologers accepted the challenge of preserving their ascen- 
dancy to political power, on which they were financially dependent. As- 
trologers, whose credibility has been tarnished in this fool's game, have 
continued to pay for this error throughout five centuries of predictive 
excess. In the 17” century, Pierre Gassendi needled Jean-Baptiste Morin 
to get him to predict some tangible, verifiable event: "The important 
thing would be to predict some event yet to happen, the cause of which is 
not immediately apparent... Predict for me, then, for at least once in your 
life some notable event."”* The astro-statistician Geoffrey Dean seeks to 
paint astrology into the same corner.” To this end he organizes grotesque 
competitions in which the participants are induced to test astrology on 
the basis of outdated positivistic assumptions, to gauge its legitimacy. He 
concludes ingenuously that astrology is invalid on the basis of the nega- 
tive results obtained, i.e. the impossibility of producing statistically sig- 
nificant predictions.” Is the seismologist really capable of predicting an 
earthquake, or the meteorologist a storm? Statistical discourse, more than 
in the case of any other scientific activity, needs a collateral instrument 
in order to reach its conclusions. An effective result is not necessarily 
required. Even if the results show nothing conclusive, either at the se- 
mantic level or even at the practical level, the instrument of measure is 
the gauge of the scientific nature of the activity and the work accom- 


*' This assimilation seems entrenched from the beginning of the 7" century in 
the encyclopedist Isidore, Bishop of Seville, who in his Etymologia (III 27) 
distinguishes between natural astrology and what he calls astrologia supersi- 
tiona (horoscopic and predictive astrology). 

** in a letter dated September 1649, in Recueil de lettres des sieurs Morin, de La 
Roche, De Nevré et Gassendi, edited by Frangois de Barancy, Paris, Augustin 
Courbé, 1650, p. 148 and 151. 

*° “The whole value of a model is in its ability to permit prediction" (in Astro- 
logical Journal, vol. 28, no. 6, 1986, p. 276.) 

* Cf. Astrological Journal, vol. 23, no. 3, 1981; vol. 25, no. 3, 1983; vol. 28, no. 
3, 1986. Provisional success is not required of innumerable institutionalized 
models (from psychology, sociology, economics, meteorology...), which none- 
theless flourish in university departments, and which should be willing to wel- 
come astrology; to believe Dean, the only stumbling block is the lack of tangible 
statistical results! (cf. "Testing Fate Vs. Freewill", in Astrological Journal, vol. 
35, no. 5, 1993, p. 309). 
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plished. It could be said that this propensity for using the right instrument 
serves in the first place to validate the activity one undertakes and for 
which one is paid. Standard deviation and chi-square are instances of the 
baubles that justify the current development of astro-statistics. 

Free will, the dogmatic base of Judeo-Christian morality, permits the 
theologian to justify Adam's fall, to condemn the crime of Cain, and to 
judge the supposed sins of their supposed descendants. The sense of a 
destiny written in the stars casts a shadow on God's providence and His 
inscrutable designs. Origen, a thinker of exceptional breadth, understood 
before St. Augustine the menace held for the Christian sect by a notion 
that stipulates astral influence upon souls and therefore intrudes on that 
intimate space of interiority, shared with God alone. This is why their 
successors conceded a certain likelihood to "astral influence," upon the 
condition that it be limited to the physical world (including the human 
body), and that so-called "natural astrology" with its meteorological, 
agricultural and medical applications be allowed while control be re- 
tained of interior, psychic space. 

Astrological practitioners, following their divinatory and fatalistic 
lights, would have a pernicious effect on religious life (e.g., disdain for 
ritual, uselessness of prayer, weakening of piety and faith), on moral life 
(e.g., relaxing of personal effort, abandonment of the notions of virtue 
and merit, vanity of all moral actions), and on civil life (disobedience to 
laws, uselessness of legislation and penal repression, destabilization of 
the social order). How, then, to determine moral cw/pability and civic 
responsibility, how to justify the punishment of criminals and the coer- 
cion of recalcitrants, if every person were obeying an interior necessity 
of astral origin, independent of his will? 

The major moral argument announced for the first time by 
Carneades”® has been taken up by all adversaries of astrology, all of 
which is an instance of confused partisanship. Origen, in his Commen- 
tary on Genesis, says: "The consequence of this doctrine would be to 
annihilate completely our freedom of action, which, in this system, 
would no longer be worthy of either praise or blame, nor of being en- 
couraged or reproved. If it is so, everything one lets resound about God's 
judgment is senseless... faith would be in vain, the coming of Jesus 
Christ to earth would have accomplished nothing, all the value of the law 
and the prophets would become worthless... A further effect of this athe- 
istic and impious discourse would be to assign the faith of those ac- 
knowledged as believers in God as a result only of the power of the 
stars." 


*8 Cf, David Amand, op. cil., pp. 573-586. 

® cited in Eusebius Pamphilus, La préparation évangélique (in 15 vols.), VI 11, 
French translation by Séguier de Saint-Brisson, Paris, Gaume, 1846, vol. 1, pp. 
298-299. 
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This argument was taken up again in 1640, the year of the first 
printed translation of the Tetrabiblos into the vernacular, by the orator 
Charles de Condren, who condemns in the name of the Church, "those 
who assign in some manner to the Stars that they are a direct influence 
on man's freedom, which is an intolerable error that destroys Religion, 
and all Civic Policy, that justifies sinners, removes merit from the right- 
€ous, renders Stars capable of crimes and condemns Laws which set 
down punishments for criminals..."2° 

Apart from Guillaume d'Auvergne, the attitude of theologians of the 
13% century toward astrology appears to be much more tolerant than that 
of St. Augustine's epoch: one thinks in first place of Albert the Great, the 
probable author of Speculum astronomiae,”' (an annotated register of 
valuable astrological writings available during this period, classified by 
rubrics), rather than of his pupil Thomas Aquinas, in whose work noth- 
ing indicates any practical or technical knowledge whatsoever of astrol- 
ogy. In point of fact, theologians of the 13" century are neither for nor 
against astrology: they are indifferent to it, At first they appeared worried 
by it—during the period which saw the first flowering of astrology in 
Europe, in the preceding century, after the translation of Arabic trea- 
tises**—which led them to define the Church's position and to safeguard 
the doctrine of free will. It was a matter of keeping in hand "the astro- 
logical question," of defining the function of astrology and its limits in 
the framework of the Aristotelian universe omnipresent in the soul, in 
order finally to nullify it, 

The Italian Guido Bonatti (12232-1297), the first great European as- 
trologer, whom Dante throws into Hell along with the other outstanding 
astrologer of the century, Michael Scot, understood the necessity of hay- 
ing a radical attitude vis-a-vis the theological intelligentsia: "Astrologers 
know more about astronomy than theologians know about knowledge of 
God, and consequently are in a better position to judge than are the theo- 
logians to preach,"** It is within this context that one must understand the 
famous and questionable absolute determinism of this giant of astrology. 

Christian anti-astrology, throwing onto the stage first Jewish proph- 
ets, then the Fathers of the Church, and finally the theologians, doctors 
and savants of previous centuries, has largely confined itself to the ar- 
gument of authority, against which astrologers opposed testimony from 
their own camp. Up until the 18" century the troops of anti-astrology 
were led—in the name of moral, religious and civil authority—by eccle- 


>” in Discours et lettres, 1640; 3rd ed., Paris, Jean Jost, 1648, p. 228. 

' edition and translation by Paola Zambelli, The "Speculum Astronomiae" and 
its Enigma, Dordrecht (Holland), Kluwer, 1992. 

2 In particular by Adelard of Bath, Juan of Seville or of Spain, Plato of Tivoli, 
and Hermann of Carinthia. 
* in Liber astronomiae, English translation by Robert Zoller, edited by Robert 
Hand, Berkeley Springs, Golden Hind Press, 1994, book 1, p. 10. 
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siastical dignitaries and by moralists: the Bishop of Lisieux Nicolas 
Oresme, the liturgist Henri de Hesse (Heinrich von Langenstein), the 
preacher Geronimo da Savaronola, the humanist Giovanni Pico della 
Mirandola, the reformer John Calvin, the Jesuit Marin Mersenne, the 
prevost Pierre Gassendi, the Calvinist Pierre Bayle... Since the "Enlight- 
enment"—and its attendant obfuscation of sensibility—the ideologues of 
rationalist, techno-scientific thought have taken the place of the theologi- 
ans.** The committees on ethics are convened by physicians. The priests 
of technology have replaced the clergy, far in excess of the hopes of a 
Claude de Saint-Simon. Astrology has been abandoned as scientistic 
reason has become a benchmark with its own set of practices to which 
everyone must conform, if for no other reason than to justify one's intel- 
lectual existence. 

Several hypotheses have been put forward by historians of culture to 
attempt an interpretation of the "decline" of astrology in the middle of 
the 17" century: hostility on the part of clerical authorities, disinterest on 
the part of intellectuals, a consequence of scientific and technological 
discoveries (whereas, in fact, science was still only marginally estab- 
lished at the end of the 17" century), a gap between the new needs 
stemming from urbanization and the supposedly "archaic" mentality of 
astrologers... Keith Thomas says: "The clergy and the satirists pushed 
astrology into its grave, but the scientists were not present at the fu- 
neral."*> Bernard Capp evokes a profound change of mentalities: "As 
with sorcery, astrology appears to have been destroyed not by new argu- 
ments, but by a new vision of the universe which undermined traditional 
beliefs.""° Nonetheless, in none of the analyses is the eclipse of astrology 
set beside its rebirth at the end of the 19" century:”’ this issue remains 
left to the sociologists. 

In reality none of the "reasons" given by historians is truly convine- 
ing, for they do not explain the difficulty that astrology, as opposed to 


4 Cf, the article "Astrologie" from the Encyclopédie, Denis Diderot and Jean 
d'Alembert (eds.), Paris, 1751, tome 1; modern edition Milano, 1977. 

35 Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic, London, Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson, 1971, p. 352. 

3° Bernard Capp, op. cit., p. 277. 

37 One could nonetheless put forward an astrological "explanation": conjunctions 
and oppositions of the slow-moving planets, and in particular those of the B-¥ 
cycle in their relation to those of the ¥-K cycle coincide with the times men- 
tioned. In fact the B  ¥ of 1643-1647 was taken up in 1650 by the # ¢ if in the 
middle of #, and the B o ¥ of 1891-92 by the ¥ & K of 1906-1910. These dates 
recur approximately every 250 years and mark radical transformations in the 
evolution of mindsets and socio-cultural products. More particularly, it seems 
that the -¥ conjunctions indicate boom times for astrology, while the two plan- 
ets in opposition indicate a period of questioning regarding its structures, ac- 
companied by a mobilization of its adversaries. 
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medicine, supposedly had in adapting itself to new scientific criteria and 
conforming to emerging conceptual frameworks, in an epoch character- 
ized by the reinforcement and centralization of the powers of the State, 
despite the renovation of astrology proposed by Kepler in his Tertius 
interveniens (1610). 

What changed in 1650 in anti-astrological literature, and especially in 
France, was not the content of the treatises (which remained the same 
from Pico della Mirandola forward), nor in fact even their numerical 
argumentation, but rather their status. Before 1650 they represent one 
opinion among many; after 1650 they represent official opinion. Astrol- 
ogy was not displaced by a convincing argument of philosophical or 
scientific nature, it was simply rejected on the basis of the enforcement of 
@ consensus among an established body of intellectuals—a consensus 
which has never been achieved again since that time—and primarily by 
scientific academies, religious orders (above all the Jesuits)*® and the 
literary salons—which is to say, by people whose interest was served not 
by liberty of thought but rather by the success of their own ideas, the 
preservation of their social position, and above all by imposing direction 
on the ideas of others. Those who defended astrology, on the other hand, 
were isolated, often in the ranks of the aristocracy,” and independent 
spirits, ie. people who needed neither money nor politics to express 
themselves, and who preferred a certain privacy to a place in public dis- 
course. 

But why was astrology the victim of this state of affairs? Quite sim- 
ple: if astrology enables a personal comprehension of the self and of the 
world, in principle available to all people, how does one justify the use- 
fulness of churches, schools and tribunals? What would be the point of 
the discourse of clerical and civil authorities who channel society's men- 
tal representations and social practices? What would become of the 
credibility of politicians, medical professionals and priests (and today, of 
psychoanalysts)? It seems that astrology suffered particularly because it 
represents a private, personal sphere of practice, outside public debate, 
because it is not in its nature to be involved in such things, as its trans- 
cultural history demonstrates only too well. Now, modern mentality, 
which began to take its place in the middle of the 17" century, cannot 
perceive otherness without wanting to alter it. It is not, then, astrology in 
and of itself which declined in the course of the 17" century, but vast 
sections of entire systems of exterior representation to which it was 
linked and from which modern astrology has only just begun to separate itself. 


ne Among others: Francois Garasse (1624), Nicolas Caussin ( 1649), Jacques de 
Billy (1657), Jean Frangois (1660), Claude Ménestrier (1681). 

* The astrological works of the marquis Nicolas de Bourdin (1603-1676), a Tl, 
the count Blaise de Pagan (1604-1665), a H, and the baron Eustache Lenoble 
(1643-1711), a 6, are the most important ones of 17" century France, together 
with the works of Jean-Baptiste Morin. 
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Ideology, which is in first instance the repertoire of values, beliefs 
and doctrines that are accepted and inculcated in the name of the domi- 
nant paradigm, does not examine discourse on the basis of the character- 
istics it exhibits, but instead on the basis of where it comes from; ideol- 
ogy gives no credit to meaning, but to consensus. The discourse of as- 
trology was attacked“” by ecclesiastical and lay authorities not because it 
is chimerical, but because it contains a truth judged to be subversive, 
"diabolical," in part transgressive of the religious, moral and ideological 
imperatives which underpin social order: "If, by amusing oneself with 
the stars, one forsakes God's order and each person goes off by himself 
without fitting himself into the community of mankind, will not God 
become contrary to Himself?! 

The astronomer and astrologer Tycho Brahe, an admirer of Paracel- 
sus, responded to Calvin's quibbling in a lecture given in September 1574 
at Copenhagen University. But better than anyone else, the philosopher 
of Einsiedeln had swept their arguments away in his Philosophia sagax * 
"The stars are our natural masters... Each person must follow fixedly in 
what acts or should act in him... Man must do whatever the impressio 
urges and not what he himself wishes. This is not a constraint, and it is 
called praedestinatio... Man is so lazy by nature that on his own account 
he would do nothing. But in order to deliver man from inaction, and the 
free will which urges him toward it, the impressio comes from the stars: 
‘do this’... In this manner it is impossible to escape activity. Without the 
impressio everything would suffer from complete neglect." 

Astrology must remove itself from the duality of determinism/free 
will into which its adversaries have never ceased to corner it. It is neither 
fatalistic, nor "libertarian," but rather stipulates an interior necessity in 
each person, a vector of specific possibilities. The astral impressio im- 
plies no kind of moral or political anarchy. On the contrary, it validates 
the individuality of each person by inciting each human being to act with 
full integrity and to find his place in the matrix of humankind, not by 


*° Astrologers managed to escape the inquisitorial witch hunts by judicious han- 
dling of "diplomatic" counsel, by management of the dominant socio-cultural 
values, and by concessions made to ecclesiastical dogma with regard to divine 
will (which indicates submission to religious authority more than anything else), 
the dogma of free will, and today to the hegemony of materialist ideology. 

*! John Calvin, Avertissement contre l'astrologie, 1549; Colin, 1962, p. 14. 

® This incomparable monument to astro-philosophic thought, the Astronomia 
magna oder die ganze philosophia sagax der grossen und kleinen Welt samt 
Beiwerk (1537-38) of Paracelsus, remains to this day without any translation 
into French or English. Sémtliche Werke, edited by Karl Sudhoff, vol. 12, 
Miinchen & Berlin, Barth, 1929, or in Werke, edited by Will Peuckert, vol. 3, 
Basel & Stuttgart, Schwabe, 1967.) 

* Excerpts cited in Will Peuckert, L'astrologie, French translation by R. Jouan 
and L. Jospin, Payot, 1965, pp. 223, 225 and 228. 
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virtue of external constraint but rather because an internal imperative 
guides him. The "inner sky"* which communicates the psychic motion 
of the "impressional" [impressio ]** accords to each person his portion of 
natural wisdom and awareness, which he would do ill to hawk off 
cheaply for the sake of the "idols" and phantoms of consensus thought, as 
analyzed by Francis Bacon. What is more, it is the impressio that lies at 
the root of the sciences, the arts and indeed all human activity.*® 

Few astrologers have become fully cognizant of this formidable 
rebuttal to the Judeo-Christian problematic, and few have understood 
how to put it forward. Paracelsus shows himself an exception to that rule 
by his putting astrology back into the "animist" framework from which it 
emerged,*’ and by restoring the natural and immediate phenomenon of 
the numinous® and of inner manna. For astral operands communicate to 
the psyche the ineffable essence of the real, on which basis all creative 
life is possible. They transmit to it the energy that innervates the living, 
without which there could be no Being, no World, no Consciousness, nor 
indeed any social activity. The astral order and freedom cause fear. In 
order to compensate for his lack of faith in himself, in the world and in 
other people, man has invented laws and religions, to the point of accept- 
ing lies, hypocrisy and cowardice put into a system fit for slaves or for 
"voluntary servitude" (Etienne de la Boétie). But even if astrology were 
completely eradicated from human culture, astral reality would continue 
no less to guide human consciousness, 

Anti-fatalistic, religious or scientific arguments against astrology re- 
veal certain ideological biases. The condemnation of 1975, signed by 
three scientists, which aims to "put public opinion on guard" against 


“The exterior sky shows us the nature of the inner sky... Because no one can 
see inside a man's skin and because his interior life remains invisible, man must 
be understood on the basis of his parentage and not on the basis of the man him- 
self; for the exterior sky and the sky of the individual man are the same, in fact 
like two parts of one sky." (Paracelsus, Le livre Paragranum, 1530: in: Oeuvres 
medicales, edited and translated by Bernard Gorceix, Presses Universitaires de 
France, 1968, pp. 61-62.) 

* On the concept of the "impressional” limpressio], cf. the chapter "Classifica- 
tion des signes" in my doctoral thesis, L‘astrologie : Fondements, Logique et 
Perspectives (Paris I, Sorbonne, March 1993), or "Analyse critique de la sémi- 
otique de Peirce et justification ontologique du concept d'impressional", 
http://cura free. fi/03peirce.html. 

“© “On his own account, what can man discover? Not even the art of sewing 
together a pair of pants." (Paracelsus, op. cit., p. 90.) 

* _ on which basis are organized the great religions of the ancient world, espe- 
cially the Egyptian notion of "Neter" (cf. Isha Schwaller de Lubicz, Her-Bak 
disciple" de la sagesse égyptienne, Flammarion, 1956.) 

“8 with an ethical implication completely distinct from that of "freedom." (cf. 
Rudolph Otto, Le sacré (das Heilige), 1917, French translation published by 
Payot, 1949.) 
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astrology, resembles in its authoritarianism, its morbidity and its lack of 
imagination the document signed in 1619 by three obscure theologians of 
the Sorbonne who judged the profession of astrologer to be "illicit and 
damnable, [and] not to be tolerated in a republic."” 

The English astrological community was shocked at reading the in- 
flammatory article of a neo-Darwinian Oxford biologist who happened 
also to be the vice-president of the British Humanist Association, a sort 
of Jean Rostand with an additional measure of arrogance. The text puts 
forward—with plenty of insults and attempts at intimidation—the old 
arguments about the distance of the planets and the precession of the 
equinoxes, all the while exhibiting glaring ignorance of contemporary 
astrology.” The author suggests the mobilization of repressive measures 
in order to "attack [astrology] seriously" and shows astonishment that 
astrologers are not "imprisoned for fraud" and "brought before justice for 
false representation"! Scientistic fundamentalism reproduces the invec- 
tives of Guillaume d'Auvergne (fl. 1249), the Bishop of Paris, who ex- 
horted his peers to eradicate astrology—which he called "this insanity" 
without due process: "One should not so much argue against this error as 
fight it with fire and the sword."*! 

Scientific rationality, just like faith in the ambit of the Byzantine 
Church, imposes itself only through force. The Inquisition hunted down 
sorcerers for acts that contravened the dogmas of the Church.*? The same 
mindset motivates modern inquisitors who attack astrology as a function 
of the refraction of scientistic ideology.” Scientism "is also irrational and 
emotional in its motivations and intolerant in its daily practices, no mat- 
ter which of the traditional religions it has replaced. What is more, it 


“in Marin Mersenne, Les préludes de l'harmonie universelle, Paris 1634; mod- 
ern edition by Fayard, 1985, p. 540. 

% The article by Richard Dawkins, "The Real Romance in the Stars,” published 
in The Independent on Sunday, 31 December 1995, is reproduced in The Astro- 
logical Journal, vol. 38, no. 3, 1996, pp. 135-141. 

5" De universo 13.20; cited in Lynn Thorndike, A History of Magic and Experi- 
mental Science, New York, Columbia University Press, 1923, vol. 2, p. 368. 

* "In medieval society the Church provided the ideology, the State provided the 
power. Today, the Scientific Order provides the ideology, the State provides the 
power. In times past the Inquisition accused people of sorcery and demonstrated 
that it was a question of sorcerers; it then abandoned them to the "secular 
arm"—i.e. to the State—which led them to the stake. Today, the institutional 
psychiatrist accuses the average citizen of mental illness and labels him with a 
diagnosis of psychosis; he then abandons the patient to a tribunal—i.e. to the 
State—which shuts him up in a prison called a psychiatric hospital." (Thomas. 
Szasz, Fabriquer la folie, French translation by Payot, 1976, p. 87.) 

5 Patrick Curry, "It is not often admitted to what degree modern science, with 
its attempt to monopolize truth, has borrowed from the sole God of Judeo- 
Christianity." (in A Confusion of Prophets, London, Collins and Brown, 1992, p. 
16.) 
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does not stop at believing only its own myths to be true; it is the only 
religion to have pushed arrogance to the point of believing itself to be 
based on no myths at all, but rather solely upon Reason, and of present- 
ing as ‘tolerance! this curious mixture of intolerance and amorality it 
promotes."** 

Scientistic ideology claims for itself a monopoly on truth and objec- 
tivity, takes possession of the academy and other institutions once under 
the power of the Church, and follows a three-fold program of action: 
rhetoric, intimidation, repression. The veracity of scientific discourse 
becomes manifest only through the compliance of a community of intel- 
lectuals and specialists who have a vested interest in that discourse, and 
through imposing a large set of beliefs and practical applications: "Today 
science is predominant, not because of its comparative merits, but rather 
because the game was skewed in its favor... The superiority of science is 
not the result of research, or of discussion, it is the product of political, 
institutional and even military pressures."*> 

No branch of science today is required to prove its postulates as one 
requires of astrology—which needs no “confirmation” according to the 
lights of scientific criteria. Astrology does not need to be put through the 
refining fire of physics or biology, both of which would be hard pressed 
to prove their own base assumptions (matter, force, attraction, particles, 
aliveness...). If that model of astrology proves itself to be obsolete, or if 
such an interpretation is poorly adapted to reality, then it is a matter to be 
left to astrologers to decide, and not to the presumptuous incompetence 
of know-it-alls in lab coats.*° 

Astrology is not institutionalized or subsidized. Would that it was, to 
the level of even a small fraction of the sums invested in medicine or 
astronautics! The astrologer has no huge library, no specialized labora- 
tory paid for at public expense. He is excluded from the academies, uni- 
versities and research centers, whereas the psychoanalyst, for example, 
flourishes there, no doubt because he has understood how to manipulate 
the "three principles of method" mentioned above. Under these condi- 
tions, only a moral histrionic can allow himself to claim that the true 
astrologer obtains abusive monetary advantage from his activity,” in 


** In Survivre 9, 1971: cited in Alain Jaubert and Jean-Marc Lévy-Leblond, 
(Auto)critique de la science, Seuil, 1973, p. 53. 

* Paul Feyerabend, Science in a Free Society, 1978; London, Verso, 1982, p. 
102. 
°° “The books of illiterates and incompetents flood the market with crude verbi- 
age, in bizarre and esoteric terms supposedly explain profound insights; "ex- 
perts" without a brain, without character or the least intellectual, stylistic or 
emotional temperament talk to us of our ‘condition’ and the means to improve 
it." (Paul Feyerabend, in Contre la méthode, London, 1975; French translation 
published by Seuil, 1979, p. 240.) 
*’ Richard Dawkins, in op. cit., p. 138. 
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contradistinction to the institutional parasite of science, who himself 
profits handsomely from his function, without any objection arising: 
"Today many scientists and intellectuals are parasites, in the precise 
sense of the word."* The true astrologer often finds himself in the oppo- 
site position: he does something and gets nothing in return, other than the 
satisfaction of having accomplished his work. 

Colossal sums are budgeted each year with a view to reinforcing the 
pressure of scientistic imperatives on the general mentality, be it through 
inculcation in educational institutions or the beating of that drum one 
finds in the media—efforts that have only moderate success, one might 
add, in light of public interest nowadays in knowledge which escapes the 
bounds of science. The idola theatri of Bacon have never been more 
alive and well than in this era of the colonization of private life through 
the media. 

What obstructs the development of astrology is not the lack of recep- 
tivity in the modern mind, but rather its passivity vis-d-vis the institution- 
alized discourses and practices which condition consciousness. It is pri- 
marily a question of courage, and of interest. If astrology retires any truth 
that puts into question our conception of the real, how then can astrolo- 
gers—or those who call themselves such—tolerate mildly and weakly 
the excoriating, caricature-like pronouncements proffered by le; 
ideologues? If astrologers persist in this position of being "yes sir" peo- 
ple vis-d-vis scientific and intellectual authorities—who reward their 
deference with scorn—then astrology has far fewer "adepts" than one 
generally believes. And if the price to be paid is subordination to the 
avatars of modernity, it is doubtful that anything significantly astrologi- 
cal exists in this "free neo-astrology." 

Paul Feyerabend puts forward the notion that an advanced society 
should be capable of liberating consciousness from its institutional con- 
straints and of offering in its educational establishments the study of 
bodies of knowledge and traditions that do not proceed from the rational- 
ist modern paradigm (magic, sorcery, alchemy, folk medicine, legends, 
ritual ceremonies, sacred dances, astrology...), in order to rein in the ex- 
pansion of the "frenzied barbarism of the techno-scientific age."*” 

The vitality of astrology and its opponents’ lack of success demon- 
strate that it contains something quite other than what they imagined— 
even than what the majority of its sympathizers imagined. It embodies a 


58 Paul Feyerabend, Science in a Free Society, 1978; London, Verso, 1982, p. 
151. 

° In Contre la méthode, London, 1975; French translation published by Scuil, 
1979, p. 338. "The separation of State and Church should be completed by the 
separation of the State and Science, the most aggressive and dogmatic of the 
religious institutions." (ibid., p. 332). "Science is one ideology among others and 
should be separated from the State like religion is now separated from the State." 
(in Science in a Free Society, 1978; London, Verso, 1982, p. 106.) 
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specific and legitimate attitude of the human spirit toward consciousness 
and defines a possible alternative to the rendering uniform of awareness 
that results from an exclusive use of modern methods and techniques. It 
announces a renewal of philosophy, resigned today to the hegemony of 
scientistic rationality mixed with the tattered finery of Christian morality, 
having renounced all metaphysical projects for the sake of historicism, 
formal logic and hermeneutics. Astrology is a counterweight to "the for- 
midable enterprise of suggestion which has produced and maintains the 
current mentality.” It applies today more than ever a corrective to in- 
temperate engagement in the present, because it strives to preserve from 
neglect and confusion the reality of psychic tonalities that innervate con- 
sciousness. And if it remains marginalized in current civil, business and 
scientific law, that is because it is intrinsically what its ideological critics 
cannot pardon: érans-cultural, a-productive, and anthropomorphic. 


To be continued 


Data Etcetera 


~ or V8 19 


oO” B 1s 


ARIEL SHARON 
7:49 AM EET (5:49 UT), 27 February 1928: 32N11, 34E54 (source: Isaac Starkman) 
) ¢ Algol, MC ¢ Facies. ) applies to 0 ¥, then ao. 


® René Guénon, Le régne de la quantité et les signes du temps, Gallimard, 1945, 
p. 122. 
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Books Considered 


Foreseeing the Future: 
Evangeline Adams & Astrology in America 
by Karen Christino 
One Reed Publications, PO Box 561, Amherst, MA. 01004 
218 pages, paper. $14.95. 2002 


VANGELINE ADAMS became a nationally known figure at 
age 31 when she moved from Boston to New York City and 
read the horoscope of the owner of the Windsor Hotel on Fifth 
Avenue, predicting a serious disaster that would take place al- 
most immediately. The hotel owner was unaware of any impending 
problems and took no action, but the next day his hotel was destroyed by 
fire. The resulting press publicity brought Evangeline Adams immediate 
fame all over the U.S. In 1914 she was prosecuted for “fortune-telling,” 
but contested the case in court. She demonstrated her methods of work 
and made an accurate prediction concerning the judge’s son. The judge 
acquitted her, stating: “The defendant has raised astrology to the dignity 
of an exact science.” 

Evangeline Adams published several best-selling books and pam- 
phlets on astrology, and many famous individuals (including the finan- 
cier J. P. Morgan, film idols Mary Pickford and Charlie Chaplin, and the 
singer Enrico Caruso) visited her offices in Carnegie Hall. From 1930 
onwards she broadcast on the radio three times weekly, and daily re- 
ceived thousands of letters requesting astrological readings; so many that 
she had to employ a staff of twenty-five assistants to help manage this 
lucrative business. As early as 1931 Adams predicted that the U.S. would 
be at war in 1942. In 1932 she was booked for a three-week lecture tour, 
but cancelled it after predicting her own death. She was the leading as- 
trologer of her time and it was through her untiring efforts, intelligence 
and social status (she was related to the presidential Adamses) that she 
popularized astrology and laid the groundwork for today’s professional 
astrology in the U.S. 

In Foreseeing the Future, Karen Christino relates the story of this im- 
pressive lady in a well-researched biography. Most students of astrology 
in the U.S. will be familiar with some parts of her tale, know Adams as 
one of the ‘greats’ of the past, but very few will be aware of the complete 
story. “Evangeline’s reputation has both been exaggerated and forgot- 
ten—exaggerated through repetition of, and additions to, questionable 
claims; forgotten because no one really 


remembers anything else. Any survey of 
astrology in books or television programs 
mentions Adams, but all simply repeat the 
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sketchy, frequently apocryphal stories that have been repeated many 
times before”—as this reviewer has in the preceding two paragraphs. 

Evangeline Adams’ birth chart is illustrated in the book’s appendix, 
but no attempt is made to interpret it. This is not another book aimed 
solely at the astrological market, instead this biography is intended for 
general readership; as such it follows the trail first trodden by its subject 
and informs its readers, whether they know anything about astrology or 
not, with an understanding of the life of a dedicated professional woman, 
warts and all, who followed her dream and made it happen. 

I thoroughly enjoyed reading Karen’s book and congratulate her on 
this worthwhile achievement. Foreseeing the Future by Karen Christino 
is a must buy. Strongly recommended. —Ken Gillman 


The Eyes of the Sun: Astrology in Light of Psychology 
by Peter Malsin 
New Falcon Publications, 1739 E. Broadway Rd., Suite 1-277, Tempe, AZ. 
347 pages, paper. $16.95. 1997, 


STROLOGY’S essential connection to psychology is expertly 

explored in The Eyes of the Sun: Astrology in Light of Psychol- 

ogy. Peter Malsin’s book synthesizes psychological, philosophi- 

cal and scientific theories to bring innovative thinking to astrol- 
ogy. Clearly, this author knows his material well, and he brilliantly 
weaves together information from over a hundred noteworthy sources. 
Malsin spent close to twenty years writing The Eyes of the Sun. His hard 
work has paid off because he has produced a significant contribution to 
both psychological and astrological literature. 

In The Eyes of the Sun astrology’s fundamental connection to psy- 
chology is a main theme, yet Malsin also discusses biology, mythology, 
religion and philosophy as they relate to astrology. As Malsin says, “The 
symbols of astrology are imbued not only with psychological but phi- 
losophical meaning. In codifying the motivations, powers and capacities 
inherent in human nature, astrological symbolism delineates a spectrum 
of philosophical principles and values intrinsic to every action, point of 
view, argument, attitude and experience there is in life.” 

Malsin draws parallels to Jungian psychology and the interpretation 
of astrological factors in archetypal ways. He writes, “...whether inborn 
sources of influence are biological, astrological or both, the symbols of 
astrology are extraordinarily well suited to exposition in terms of Jung’s 
archetypal psychology.” Astrological symbolism is a wonderful way to 
portray the inner realm of the psyche. In addition to Jungian psychology, 
Malsin discusses astrology’s connection to humanistic, developmental 
and spiritual psychology, and to Freudian theory. 
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Part I of The Eyes of the 
Sun gives a compelling look at 
astrology’s relationship to psy- 
chology and science. The 
chapter titles reveal the wealth 
of information contained 
within: Astrology, the Psyche 
and Science; The Nature of the Beast; The Jungian Blueprint; The Evolu- 
tion of Basic Instincts; On the Fringe of Science; Experimental Research: 
The Wild Frontier; The Politics of Astrological Experience From Plato to 
Pluto. Hungry for more? That’s just the beginning. Part IT explores the 
twelve astrological principles where the author links signs, ruling planets 
and corresponding houses together. But you may notice something un- 
usual here. Malsin has a different take on planetary rulers than many 
other modern astrologers. He considers B the ruler of T, the Earth the 
ruler of 8, the asteroids as rulers of [I], and & the ruler of Tl. His reasons 
are thoroughly discussed and do make a lot of sense. Like Malsin says, 
“No single version of planet-sign correlations has been worked out to 
universal satisfaction.” (For more on this see Malsin’s article “Old Rul- 
erships in a New World” in Considerations Volume XVI, No. 4, No- 
vember 2001- January 2002). 

Malsin’s fascinating chapter on experimental research highlights 
Francoise and Michel Gauquelin’s landmark studies. The Gauquelins’ 
research found statistically significant relations between certain planetary 
positions and a person’s chosen profession. Malsin writes, “In scores of 
studies involving thousands of subjects—several studies producing re- 
sults at the level of 100,000 to | against chance—Gauquelin proved that 
diurnal positions of the moon and several of the planets at birth have de- 
monstrable connection to later success in particular professions.” Con- 
necting astrology with experimental science, as in the Gauquelin studies, 
is important for the health and validity of astrology. 

There’s a lot to learn from this book whether you’re a novice student 
of astrology or an advanced practitioner. Malsin gives you the informa- 
tion you need to understand the vital connection between astrology and 
psychology. This is one of those wonderful astrology books that keep 
you thinking long after you’ve finished reading it. A professional coun- 
seling astrologer since 1985, Malsin also teaches astrology, publishes 
articles nationally, and continues his groundbreaking research. Malsin 
writes, “...the articulation of the “sun-as-star” encourages the under- 
standing that there is a star in each of us; and further that the vividness of 
personality expression may depend on how bright the inner star shines.” 
Well said! —Leda Blumberg 
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Show dog recovered with astrologer’s help 


By Alte snan 
Star Tribune Stay Writer 
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Where is Jason? 


ELAINE KRENGEL oup 


raf HE EVENING television news broadcast an appeal for people 

WZ, to watch for Jason, a golden retriever valued at $60,000, who’d 
US. been brought from Ohio to Minnesota to be ina dog show. Two 
2 days earlier, while being walked, something spooked him. He 

broke from his handler and ran away, trailing his leash, It hap- 
pened in a small town outside a major metropolitan area. I knew roughly 
where the town was and imagined that it was rural, but I'd never been 
there. The thought of a dog running around somewhere out in the boon- 
ies while trailing a leash is so worrisome. | had to ask this question. 

The headline answer in this chart is the ), who always represents 
missing animals, applying to 4 ¥, my planet, which is also received by 
the ). It’s as if Jason appeals to me to find him and a virtual guarantee 
that I can—provided I correctly read the smaller print in the chart (CA 
319, 323).' 

A dog is a creature in his own right and belongs to the 6" house re- 
gardless of who presumes to own him. Some modern astrologers might 
question this assignment. Let them note that my own planet (the Ascen- 
dant ruler) in this house is one clue to where my interest is directed. A 
second is the )’s partile aspect to the 6" Regiomontanus cusp. Most im- 
portant is physical description. The © in this house shows Jason has a 
golden fleece. Reddish gold and curly would be expected (CA 71, 95). 
But the ) in 2 will lighten his hair considerably, which proved true in 
pictures of him. In this chart Jason’s owner is just somebody else, repre- 


' All parenthetical references are to William Lilly’s Christian Astrology; Lon- 
don, 1647. 
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sented by the 7" house ruler ¥ in ==; clearly from a distant state with a 
high sounding name. 

In addition to the ) and O, Jason’s planets are o in and, indirectly, 
% in T, as they are in mutual reception. 4, as Lord of the Hour, should 
relate to the I] Ascendant in some special way if the chart is fit for judg- 
ment. He doesn’t, so one must ask why he’s Lord. In my experience, 
this traditional caution is overcome when the Lord of the Hour speaks 
directly to the question. Here, % is 0 co’, afflicting the planet ruling the 
6" house, and this tells of a lost dog (CA 325). 
ee ae 


6:10 PM, 20" November 1997. 44N54, 92W46 
\ day, » hour 
) from &° ¥to 49; o& MR 3 MR ¥ 


\ and have separated from their sextile, but to visualize the faster 
& in direct motion at 4’s location suggests Jason and his owner will be 
reunited. The )*s 2° 40° separation from 4 shows Jason’s been gone 
over two days. ) G © for her final aspect shows discovery won’t be easy 
or quick, but it is possible.’ The )’s dispositor is the ©, who is in digni- 
ties of o& and %, while the © also receives 4. Jason is in good condition 
because ¢ is in his exaltation and the ) is peregrine (in a place where he 


? The writer has difficulty with Lilly’s rule that a square in signs of long ascen- 
sion is equivalent to a trine. Long ascension stretches things somewhat, but that 
far? To me, a contact itself counts more than the kind of aspect and receptions 
make it better. 
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doesn’t belong). To find Jason I looked for the direction, distance and 
physical characteristics of the place. 

Direction: North, North East, because the ) is in the North quadrant 
veering toward East. Both the ) and her dispositor are in NE signs, » is 
in an E sign, and o" ina S sign. The ) applies to a planet in ¥, a SE sign, 
NE has it. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 

[o} v 7 c i.) 2 | peregrine 

> } = y 4 | peregrine 

g 4 = 7 ¥ » detriment 

2 > g > 4 & | peregrine 

g ae) é > 3 4 

¥ % = g 9 | ¥ | peregrine 

i) v (0) \ ¥ © | fall, retrograde 
@] 2 4 8 2 | > 


Distance: He had stopped running because the ) is in a fixed sign 
and * is intercepted.’ The ) in the 3“ house shows he’s in the local town 
or township (CA 326). But what measuring unit, miles (CA 350) or fur- 
longs (CA 330)? Then, how many of them and from where in the chart? 
I decided on furlongs because the ) applies to a planet in ¥, which signi- 
fies a stable of great horses (CA 98); furlongs go with horses and, after 
all, mythological Jason escaped on a horse. A furlong is 220 yards, or 
660 feet. The ) is about 11° distant from the 3 house cusp, a possible 
starting place. But that many miles would put Jason clear out of that lit- 
tle town, probably even out of the township (generally six miles square) 
since the ) is so centered in the 3“. Converting from furlongs, my 
arithmetic put Jason about a mile and a half away. I looked for confirma- 
tion. The )’s and 4’s separations from could be starting points for 
miles, but in furlongs they’re within whistling distance. Why doesn’t he 
bark? 

With that the shades of night descended. I thought any retriever 
ought to find his way back from these distances, if he could, and Jason is 
achampion. I saw the ) applying to Jason’s 8" house ruler, and o" ap- 
plying to *, ruler of the radical 8", and cursed the damn leash for chok- 
ing him to death. While reaching for a booklet containing the formula 
for the Part of Death, I put P in the chart at 5° 09° %, because he always 
tells the truth.* Then [ suddenly laughed out loud seeing why Jason 


* My own experience. Interception shows a thing in process stopped. 

* Again, my own experience. Also, Olivia Barclay says P brings things to light. 
See her Horary Astrology Rediscovered; West Chester, PA: Schiffer, 1990. 
p47. 
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didn’t bark and why he didn’t want to go back home.* Also listed in the 
booklet was a Part I hadn’t noticed before, the Part of Lost Animals, light 
in color.® It’s at 5°52’ Q. So close to the 3 cusp and with P in aspect, it 
had to be the point of Jason’s departure. It gave me only one more fur- 
long, but no matter. I could rest easily now and do characteristics in the 
morning. 

Characteristics: | took the nature of the place from the signs using 
Lilley’s descriptions and combining their significance.’ I had the advan- 
tage of having found my first lost dog only six weeks earlier so this in- 
formation was still fresh in my mind. That dog had been in rural but fa- 
miliar territory. 1 think her running away was a gift from the Universe; 
by finding her I was ready to find Jason. And that’s what gave me the 
nerve to call the police department in that town. This is what I said: 

Judgment: Go NE, about a mile and a half from the place where Ja- 
son broke away from his handler. If there’s high ground there then, 
looking down from it, there should be a field where the crop has been cut 
off, or a pasture. At the far end of the field there’s an old barn or some 
broken building with old machinery by it. That’s where Jason is. I think 
the place has something to do with horses; could be cows, but seems like 
horses. There are a lot of bushes and brambles growing all over the 
place. 

Outcome: Shortly after the Chief of Police called me back. They’d 
found Jason and he was just fine.* He asked me to repeat the directions 
I'd given, then filled in more details. The only road to the farm from 
where Jason broke away runs a tad NE then bends to N. The high 
ground is a bluff overlooking the area. The field was in soybeans, cut 


>) in terms of 2, & pursuing 2, and », ruler of Jason’s 5", collecting their light. 
\f receives all of them, and sends both his square and antiscion near to the dog’s 
house cusp. \ is traditionally prominent in charts involving conception and 
birth. In my own charts P is too. There’s an eternal truth operating here; but I 
wasn’t able to verify the presence of a 9. 
° ASC +o —O. If the animals is dark in color, use ASC + of —%. 
7 ) applies to planet in ~: fields, hills, and the highest place on lands or grounds 
that rise a little above the rest (CA 98) 

* (common sign) : watery grounds, rushes (CA 325); likewise = (CA 324) 

) cadent, in a fixed sign: a common field, plain country (CA 324) 

)’s dispositor in water sign: beast is in a wet place (CA 323) 

) in fire sign: a place where fire is or was (CA 320, 323, 324) 

+ T: land newly taken in or newly plowed. A place of refuge, unfrequented, 
where bricks have been burned (CA 93) 

o& #: an ox or cow house, farming tools, fallow ground, bushy & thorny (CA. 
98) 

Tl on 6" cusp: ruined building near water, quagmires (CA 97). 
$ Except his feet, which suffered cuts and bruises: 4 damages Jason’s 6", Hon 
the cusp. 
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and the ground turned over just two weeks ago. The old buildings, now 
in ruins, are at the end of the field. Jason was less than 100 feet from a 
cow pen. Bushes and brambles is right! The whole place is overgrown. 
There’s a boggy area next to it that’s all tall weeds. He said the funny 
thing to him was that for all their searching, Jason was only about 200 
yards across the bog from the police department.’ It’s in the same build- 
ing as their city hall, on the edge of town next to a development of all 
new houses, 

The television news that night pictured two old silos surrounded by 
trees, bushes and tall grasses. The newscaster reported than an astrologer 
had described this place and said it was 1.5 miles from the handler’s 
property; and that it was measured at 1.6 miles. It was an exciting scene, 
The owners, the handler, and police had all gotten to the spot at the same 
time as a passer-by, who had spotted Jason and was trying to corner him. 
Some other motorists said they’d spotted him too. Amid the confusion 
about who had found Jason, the policeman said that the astrologer had 
called first, about twenty minutes earlier. 

A week later I drove to the town to see the place for myself and take 
some pictures. One thing I hadn't picked up on, which | certainly should 
have, was the fire. The old barn, once next to the silos, had burnt to the 
ground long, long ago. The cow stanchions were stil] standing, along 
with other old rusty machinery, The roof and walls of another building 
had partly collapsed and there was a tree growing in the doorway. I was 
truly overwhelmed by how perfectly the signs described where Jason was 
and how to find him. This “little rural town” is a whole lot bigger than 1 
had imagined.'* Had I known its size at the outset, I wouldn’t have 
thought I could find a dog there. Finding him was an altogether won- 
drous, thrilling experience. 


° Probably 220 yards, or one furlong, marking »’s distance from ¥ in the 9" 
house. 

° Savage, Minnesota: population 15,000. While looking for Jason in this chart I 
wondered why it seemed to have such a horsy theme. | later realized this town 
was the home of Dan Patch, a legendary harness racer. His centennial birthday 
was celebrated in 1996, and he’s still considered the greatest of all harness rac- 
ers. His race track is a mile east of where Jason was found. 
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Will Mrs. S. Pay Her Bill Tonight? 
RUTH BAKER pr. asirci., on. 


ASKED THIS question early in the morning after a sleepless night 

worrying about an unpaid account. I am a violinist and the out- 

standing amount was for a term’s violin tuition for Mrs. S’s daugh- 

ter. | had given the bill at the beginning of the term on the 6" Sep- 
tember, also a reminder a couple of weeks later. All lessons are booked 
and paid for in advance, and as the girl was already half way through her 
term the account was well overdue. Also included was an examination 
fee, which I had paid some time ago on her behalf. My worry was not 
because I needed the money, but because I cannot bring myself to ask 
anyone for their check. I knew however that if she didn’t pay that day, | 
would be forced to mention it—hence my anxiety. 


Will Mrs. S. Pay Her Bill Tonight? 
6:13 AM GMT, 11" October 2000; 51N48 1E09 
? hour, o* day 
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Baker: Will Mrs S. Pay Her Bill Tonight? 


I am signified by the Ascendant ruler, , who is the ruler of the hour 
and, because @ is the ruler of musicians and specifically of ‘fiddlers’, the 
natural significator of my profession. @ is in detriment in my 2™ house 
of substance, reflecting my concem. The ), my co-significator, is weak 
and peregrine in the 6" house, showing that the worry is affecting me. 

Mrs S., as my debtor, is signified by the 7" house ruler, &*.? Lilly says 
that if the 8" house ruler is in the 2™ and the Lord of the 2™ receives 
him, the business will be affected.> Here, 2, the 8" house ruler in my 2"4 
house, is in mixed reception with &, Both 9 and o are strong, and I was 
pleased to see o” in my 11" house of hope and confidence, which is also 
the 5" of Mrs, S’s daughter, my student. I thought it another good sign 
that the 11" house tuler, the ©, although weak, was angular and close to 
the 1" house cusp. ® in the 8", Mrs S’s 2" house of substance, gave me 
hope that she had the wherewithal to pay me. The fortunate Q on the 10" 
cusp of my profession looked good too. Both @ and the ) trine the MC, 
with the ) ruling the 10" and her aspect is exact. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 

[O) 2 4 3 y | Fall, peregrine 
» ¥ 2 J v oS | peregrine 

g fod © og m 10} 

Si o - og | ¢ 2 | detriment 

fo g g D) 4 2 

7 g Q g | o oS | detriment 

ac) g Q g g \ peregrine 

@ g > | > | 8 >) 


&MRo,YMRQ. D from a 2 to * >. 


Written accounts are signified by 3, as also are teachers and inciden- 
tally astrologers of course,’ and I looked on it as another good sign that § 
was in my 2™ house, close to the 8" tuler, 2. Also a good sign was ¥’s 
strong mutual reception with co. 

The ) is in mutual reception with by triplicity and last separated 
from a trine to the 8" ruler, 9. The ) shows action and I hoped that the 
good aspect meant that Mrs. S. might have already written the check. 
The first application of the ) is to a mutual sextile with > in the 8" 
house. Lilly says that is the aspect to a planet posited in the 8" house is 
fortunate, the querent shall obtain the money desired*, especially if the 


" See William Lilly’s Christian Astrology, p. 74. 
2 CA, 173. 

CA, 170. 

4CA, 78. 

° CA, 173. 
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planet has dignities in the Ascendant’. In this chart has his exaltation 
in the ascending sign of =. » is weak and retrograde, which signifies 
delay, and as the ) has to change signs before perfecting the aspect, I 
took this to mean that I would have to give that evening’s lesson before 
Mrs, S. paid me—always a nuisance because that delays the next stu- 
dent’s lesson. “Every planet that is retrograde shows slowness.” 

All the signs told me that the answer to my question was in the af- 
firmative, that Mrs. S. would give me a check that evening, and that I 
need not spend the rest of the day worrying about the embarrassment of 
bringing up the subject. Indeed, the account was duly paid, as promised 
by the chart, affer the lesson on that same evening. 


oO 


Who? 


Ruth Baker, a regular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, is a pro- 
fessional violinist, She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Leda Blumberg is an accomplished author, an aspiring astrologer and an avid 
horsewoman. She lives on a farm in New York State. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


Patrice Guinard obtained his Doctorate in astrology in 1993 at the Sorbonne 
(Department of Philosophy, University of Paris). For more of his thoughtful 
writings visit the C.U.R.A, web site at http://cura. free. fr/cura-en.htm1. 


Elaine Krengel, an expert on horary, lives on the banks of the Mississippi in 
Wisconsin. 


Peter Malsin combines psychology and astrology in his professional practice in 
Hanover, New Hampshire. He is the author of The Eyes of the Sun. 


Bill Meridian is the author of Planetary Stock Trading and Planetary Economic 
Forecasting. He is currently a fund manager in the Middle East. 


In addition to astrology Doug Smith, a former professor at York University in 
Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home in Haliburton, Ontario. 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years’ experience, whose 
writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Prier has worked 
in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He lives in Cape Town. 


*CA, 170. 
"CA, 462. 
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